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< The Educatlon Commrssron

. Questions.are berng asked as to what has happened to
{ the Education Commission which was set up to investigate
“ and. suggest remedies . for detenoranng conditions 'in
~ education. It was expeeted to submit its ﬁndlngs by July, .
but we have seen  nosign of its reeommendanons
anywhere. To our surprise it did not consider it neeessary
to issue a questronnarre to elicit public opinion, nor.are -
men and women interested in education known to have .
‘been either interviewed or been asked to subn:ut thelr '
_vrews i wnt:lng o ' |

_ We have no 1ntennon of eallrng in questlon the
integrity of the Commission; we are sure somethlng has
been done or'is being done. But-the public has'a rlght to

--.,know and also to be consulted We have had occasion
repeatedly in the recent past to'voice concern about the

' standard “of - éducation in general and.the quality .of
text-books prescnbed for schools and colleges Informa-.
tion. contlnues to arrive in a s.tead}r flow-about gross errors

« in the contents of these books, about shortcomings in their .

language and style , and about anarchy in the distribution -

© *.system. At college and unwersnty levels the problem is -

: compoinded by. student unrest and violence. The: univer--

: | * sities have not for years been able to keep to their norma]

ﬁ + schedule for admtsswns and examnnatlons 7 N

i - One unfortunate factor whlch is t60 ofteri allowed to
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influence  our -choice of - books is- the belief that the .
imposition . of sub-standard books on the young rather
;than importing- books from outside would advanee
nationalism and eneourage local - writers. We have not
i i forgotten the. row.over a book entitled’ Enghsh For Today
| | ] Book - Eight whleh ,Was’ unthmklngly prescribed for the

mgher seoondary stage. The critics showed it to be full of
y UMerous €rrors in both content and langugage In this
l connection the place of Enghsh in our educational system
¥ also needs to be decided showrng 1ts mdlspensablhty asa
vehxcle of ‘modemn knowledge ..

S problems of . this kmd that the Edueatron
Comnussmn must earefully -examine. Edueat:on, it is

‘" needléss to say, is not a matter of structures: its quahty IS

. detérmined by what is ‘taught-and. how it.is taught.~Our -
responsrblllty to the furture generations demands that we
‘must do what is. humanly possible to guarantee that they

i receive; and are- exposed to , the best the world has

; offer tntellectually A r.f:._ - T
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