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“Enrollment rate up
in primary schools

As the bell rings in a typical

prignaty School. a crowd of boys

Cwmud ogirds ran our of e class.
creens. Thiey  then stant running
arernnd in the school yard and got
Dhusy i viious  gamgs, repons
HS.

This is 4 common scene in the
renrte villages and iowns all over
the country these days as the en-

- rolment rate in primary schoaols
has gone phenomoenaiiy up in
recet tinse. Boys and pitls are
now going to schools in large
numbers.

tuspite of various prublems, the
country has sb far achieved sig-
niflcant progress in primary edu.
cation. But it is yet to reach hun-
dred percent target. .

Under Bangladesh constitution,
section 17{A), primary edutation

and mandatory as a fondamental

right of the citizen. .
Bangladesh is also conunitted

t make the primary education

the jumtien declaration of Thai-
land. One of the positive {eatures
of this declaration is that following
that declaration, enrolment of gied
- students in schools along whh
boys has increased manifold.

"female swdents.

for all has been made witiorf free |

free and compulsory in the light of

g activities.

. being carried out 1 ensure pri- 1

v oy 1161118
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According to n survey on stu-
dent enrolment  in primary
schools carried out in 1999, the
proportion of gitl students in the
age group beiween 6 o 10 was
79.7 pereent while in case of boys
itwas 76.7 percent.

Again, according to a latest sur.
veycarried out by the directorate
of primary education in 2005, the
proportion of male students in the
primary schools stood at 91.2 per.
cent while it was 96.2 percent for

As per the baseline survey, out
of the boys and girls being en-
wilvdin primary schools, female
students constituie 51 percemt
commpared 10 40 percent male
child. Alibough, the number of
girls curohnent 1o primary schools
appear higher. dicir drop out are
also higher. And their raie of en-
rolnseit a0 serondany schools
transcemts 1o Lie vory poor.

AL secondany lovel the propor.
tion of gidd susdoins now sands at
37 peroemt. Akhoughy the stipend
and other facitities for boys and
gids are wreate! at equal rates
under  government  supported
scheme of the primary education
activitics, there s a tendency of
higher enrolment of girl students
as more boys drop out in'the vil-
fages 10 ke up incowe geuerat-

As the boys grow up, they stan
cugaging themselves in farming of
other labor marker. As a result,
their enrolment 1o secondary level
decruases. .

Not only the govermnent, many
BOR-poVernN prganizations
these days are engaged 10 provide
primary edugation for chilidren. "0
Patajaye Bangla'- one such NGO
has been mnning primary educa-
tion programme throughout ihe
country. Strect children and such
other  disedvantaged group are
geuing enrohnent: facilities in its |
outlets,

BRAC education programmes is

mary education to 60 percent girls
along with boys. At this moment,
BRAC is running 20"thousand pre-
primary schools and 32 thousand
informal primary schools.

Chiidren who are dropped ot
from fonnal schooling because of
poverty and gender discrimina-
ton get scope in these facilities.
There s a growing tendency in
girls 10 come up in large number
10 get enrolment in  primary
schools but their drop out rate is

also highcr
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