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No pr_:mary schgc;l's in 884 Barisal villages
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Teacher shortage, poor salary
in Comilla community schools

‘From our Correspondent

COMILLA, Feb 6:-Education of
the students In community pri-
mary schools across Comilla is
being hampered malnly due 1o
shortage of teachers and their
negligence in duty. The teachers
of these schools are not attentive
wowards the education of students
because of poor salarles and ir-
regular payment.

There are 153 community pri-

mary schoais in the district with
four posts of teacher in each in-
stitution but ong or two teachers
are running many of these
schools.

A good number of teachers

© have teft the schools after gening

better job with better salarics in
other organizations. The monthly
salary of a tcacher of community
primary school s only Tk. 50
Moreover, payment of salary is
irregular and salary (s paid after a
gap of three 10 nine months.

The poor salary and lrregular

. payment have made the weachers

oxtremely unhappy. Some of them
have teft the job In disgust only &
few months after joining the
schools.

‘The guardians of the students

" satd that the teachers of these

schools name not been attending
classes regularly as they romain
busy with the cndeavor w get
* beer job elsewhere,
Aol of 3.778 communiiy
primary schools were cstablished
Mo the country in 1996 under a
foint project of the World Bank
and the Aslan Development Bank,
The weacherd of these schools
used to receive thelr sslary from
the WB and the ADB tl{ 200). Ahor
the completion of the five-yerr
profect, the responsibility of nun.
niug the schools was shifted 1o the
government. .
No primary schools in
884 villages in Barisal
Our Barisal Comespondent re-
poris: More than four lakhs chil-
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villages have no free primary
schools even aftet 14 years of
compulsory Primary Education
Bifl passed In 1992.

e Divislonal primary educa-

tl?n office sources said 3,304 out
of 4,193 villages have govermnment

frec primary schools, while west

884 viilages have no schools.
Sources seid 954 out of 1177

villages of Barisal district, 582 out

of 882 villages In Patuakhali dis-
trict, 424 out of 474 villages of
Bhola district, 364 out of 451 vil-
tages of jhalakat district, 563 v
ol 606 villages Pirojpur district and
379 out of 563 villages in Barguna
district have government frou
primary schoals.

_ The children of 223 vilieges In
Barisal, 300 villages in Patuakbali,
50 villages in Bhola. 87 villages In
Jhatakatl, 43 villages In Plrojpur,
184 villages In Barguna districis
are deprived as {ree primary odu-
cation, *

Sh Faruk. Deputy Direcior of
Primury  Education
incharge of Barisal Division. said
government made primary odo-
cation compulsory for all children
of the couniry and had planned o
csenblished a government  free
primary school at a distance of

every 2.5 kilometers areas in ihe ©

villages.

Due 1o fund and infrastruciurp! -

crists, a huge number of drop-
owts, fnancial disabilhy of e
guardians  and  other socio.
cronomic problems, this project
[niled 10 achicve the goal of 106

per comt literscy iy the last 14

vears, he lamanted.
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