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- /LDU VC for further consultations N\
'Umbrella Act' to cripple public
: ‘varsities' autonomy

" N

Hanif Md. Faisal
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“Further steps will be 1aken in/\hc wadd make 2 statement in this

consultation with the reléwait
bodv regarding the proposed
‘Umbrella Act’, ™ said  Vice-
Chancellor of Dhaka University
Prof. SMA Faiz while commenting
1o newsinen on Ssturday on the
move taken by the University
Grents  Commission (UGCY (o
impose restriction oh activities of
the public universities.

The DU YC asseried that there
wonld he 1o unilateral decision in
this regard.

fefmurd a1 an dpproprifie 1ime in
perspective with - conditions  in
Dhaka Universuty, -

The UG has waken dhe imove 1o
cul the aumnnaimy of alf the public
universitdes of e countey. The
move was initiated following un-
earthing of Jforgery, corruption”
and politicisation that marked the
unfair practices in the public uni
versities including Dhaka Unlver-
sity. .

%?%c UGC thinks that such act
would help address the rising

prablems that ultimately hamper
the proper funciioning of the uni-
vETSiies.

The proposed act titled ~ Um-
brelia Act of Public University ™
will replace the existing University
Oedinance-1973. With the new law
enacted all the public universities
(28). will lose their autonomous
status.

The UGC has already submitted
# droft of the proposed Act spoci-
fying the rules and regdations (o
the nuinistry of education for vet-
’ { See Pape 154006, § )

Replvime 10 a query, he said that
. "
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Umbrella Act
{FromPapc ] Col. 4} -
g Alter reviewing the draft,
effective measures will be mken to
implemon §t,

Under the Act. the uppointment
ui Vice-chancelldr and Pro-Vice-
chancetlor in the public universi.
ties will take place as per the et
sion of the ‘Search Committee,
Larlict, the government had
formed a seven-member Search
Committee headed by the Educa-
tion Secrctary. .

+ Under the act, appoitments of
partisan teachers and poliiics in
the  universities by  studonis
shauld be banned. The teachers
canno! work in favour of any po-
litical parties. The wachers must
relive from the upiversity i horshe

- winHs (0 contest in the national or
locat clections.

The UGE will 1ake measures pe-
garding  examingtion.  waching.
reseirch contres constructions b
new Hraban and investigation.

Meanwhile, eminem edine o

w tonists of the couniry have ox.
pressed their mixed reacton o
the proposed act. They dempndied
immediate cancellavon  of s
decision. )

According 10 thea, the non-
oy is the primary ! cssential
condition of the public universi.
ties, The .1973-Unlversiy Ondic
nance is related 1o the conceyn of
iberntion war. 11 is necessury 1o
tgke apinions from the cichens,
educationist and studemts bulore
meking such w7y




