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What ails Dhaka University?
The perpetrators should be given
exemplary punishment

r ' VWO recent happenings at the highest seat of

learning of the country have left the nation
wondering: What ails Dhaka University? First, two

and a half years back the nation was served with the news
item concerning as many as 52 students getting first class
marks in master's examination {academic year 2001-02) of
the Department™of Political Science. The second news
item was on the uniearthing of a good number of students | -
etting admission with false papers and attending classes
ormonthstogether. 4 .

When'we analyse the issue of 52 students obtaining first
classtmarks we can only say that it not only sounded
preposterous, it also smelléd of foul play. The comments of
renowried atademics of the country, assessment of past
records “of results obtained by siugéms at honours and
maslers examinations in-the said department, quality of
students who enrolled and atso, the alleged role of student
and teacher politics on the canipus all combine together to
reinforce the theory that there was gross irregularity in the
entire process.

Today, after more than two years of investigation the DU
authorities have found the departiment chairman and four
other teachers guilty of the irregularity and suggested
punishiment that includes banning them for life” from
gettinginvolved inany kind of examination.

What astounds us at this point is the length of time taken
for the investigation and the soft nature of punishment that
was awarded for a crime that has great?y tarnished the
image of the institute in the eye of the nation. We alsofind it
difficult to comprehend how teachers, allegedly involved in
thescam, could beincluded in the investigatingcommittee,

In response to the admission with false documents, the
DU authorities have cancelled studentship of 77 students in
a meeting of the syndicate. We hail the news and hope that
the authorities would immediately install a foolproof
tegystem (o prevent such crime from being committed in the

uture, -

H remains to be said that the two incredulous incidents
have raised the question in every mind as to the role of the
highest authorities of DU in taking measures to keep the
name and fame of the University of Dhaka undamaged.
Damage controlis now a matter to be looked into.
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