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Bangladeshi students engage
- globally through learning centres

Nearly 100,000 children in
Bangladesh use computers and
internet technology 10 communi-
cate with one another!and their
teachers, even though few of their
families have computers, says a
survey repont from Washington,
reports UNB.

in other places, students too
young 1o write are using the Inter-
net 10 make drawings to leamn
about one another,

Bangladeshi  students*using

blogs, writing essays and posting.

viddeos at 27 Intemet telecenters
- throughout the country—partici-
pate  in  intemational  and
interregional projects on dlimate
change, folk stories, journalism,
fashion, community service, the
civironment and Ramadan.

They also create Web pages, use
computers (o draw, paint, and
compose and record music, par-
uclpale in online conferences, and
. write e-mails to students through-

cut the world,

The telecenters are operated by
the Bangladesh Global Connec-
Hons and Exchange Project, in-
formally known as Global Con-
nections in Bangladesh, a project
of Relief Intemational—Schools
Online, a non-govemmental of-
ganization (NGO} in California.

The project is funded by the US
Department of State’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs,

_ with support fror the William and
Flora Hewlett Foundation and the
Global Catalyst Foundation.

“The centers and computers in

_ classrooms make it possible for

children to collaborate globally to

-

learn about -thelr communities
and the world,” says a releasc on
the findings issued by the Ameri-
<an Center in Dhaka Thursday.

Even very young children can
bencfit from Internet technology.
said Andres Hernandez, technoi-
ogy coordinator at the Martin .
Gotttieb Day Schoo! in fackson.
ville, Florida. ,'.‘

Students as young as 5 are par-
ticipating in the.widely popular
international Kids h@nd in
project. in which children in
classrooms around the world use
the Kids he@ad in hé@nd Web site -
10 dmw faces 1o express feelings
they fan share with others who
speak a different language.

“The program is a really simple

way of showing that we might
think we are so far apant but we all

lave the same repertoire of feel-

ings and that we can show what
we're feeling on our fuce,” Her-
nandez told USINFO.

Global Connections in Bangla-
desh, based in Dhaka, and Xids

hénd in h@nd, developed by a .

schoclteacher in  Belgium, are
winners in the Global iu;\ior
Challenge 2007, an internaional
comywiition  recognizing  Dbest

praciices in the use of new tech-
nologies in education. The com-
peuiion, sponsored by tire lialian
NGO Digital Word TFoundation,
attracied 600 projects fron 80
categories. Tha winners were an-
nowced in October.

Additional information about
the Bangladesh Global Connec-
tions and Exchange Project (
hiip:/www.connect:
havgladesh.org! ) and Kids b@uﬂ

in hewd (-

b/ 1/ lechi

Jg\_itad_gbm_g_;a_ggg h:m } can be
found on the projects’ Welbs sites.
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