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Let’s Celebrate Teachers!

Worid Teachers' Day, celebrated on
October 5th cach car,
commemorates the anniversary of the
signing in 1966 of the UNESCO/ILO
Recommendation conceming the Status
of Teachers. Every year, this day presents
an occasion to draw attention to the
crucial role teachers $3ay in providing
uality education fqr all, at all levels. To
this end, a mcssage will be }omt!g signed
by UNESCO, ILO, UNDP, UNICEF and
Education International. The emphasis of

this-year's message is on the theme of i
~ “Planning for an Effective Teaching

Force”. 7 .

_To celebrate World Teachers' Day
this year, special events are being
organised at UNESCO Headquanters in

Paris. In the mominBof October-
i

2007, the UNESCO Director-General
will read the above-mentioned joint
message and then invite the Other
signatories to make comments. The
ceremony will be followed by a high-
level panel discussion on "lssues and
Challenges FacingF the - Teaching
Profession: the Way Forward".-

The theme of this year's message
will be emphasized funtker in a two da
and a half workshop which ties in wit
the World Teachers’ Day ceremony. The
workshop is being jointly organised by

the UNESCO Institute for Statistics
UIS) and the Higher Education

ivision,  Section ~ for  Teacher
Education, on "Improving Comparative
Indicators on Teachers and Teaching for
Effective Policy and Management”.
Given the shortage that exists presently
in data and information about teachers
and teaching, the aim of the workshop
13 10 underscore the need for timely and
comprchensive data on teachers and to
hisl_*: ight the importance of developing
indicators which support greater
f.amierslandm%l of the issucs and
facilitate the formulation of evidence-
based teacher policy. _

Expents from key organizations, the
academic world, NGOs and UNESCO as
well as national 1alists have been
invited 10 the workshop to address issues
related to qualitative and quantitative
knowledge "about teachers and the
teaching profession. Attention will be
drawn to information systems, rescarch
cost analysis, micro-planning and school
mapping as valuable tools to be deployed
to address this information gap. On World
Teachers' Day, the workshop experts- will
Jjomn the signatorics for the panel debate
on the key issues and challenges facing
the teaching profession and the
achievement of Education For Al

We, teachers of the world, demand

® A decent working environment - a safe and healthy Eeami:dg environment for
3

teachers and leamners, appropriate class-sizes and adequate p

in the classroom;

pogical resources

el A L L L L L L L E T RN

® Living wages - salarics that allow for decent living conditions and that are °

regularly paid; T
¥  Equal pay aad ¢

ual rights for women - femalc teachers should not experience

discninunation of any form and govemnments should cnsure the cmpowerment of
women in the education setting, 1n decision making and in thé workplace;
¢  Initial and ongoing ?refcssionai development - the opportunity to gain and to
a

develop profession

skills, to bc kept uptodate with new information and

pedagogical techniques, and to develop a carcer, .
® Involvement in policy-making - 1o ensure that new policies reflect the reality of the
classroom, social dialogue should be an integral pan of cducation planning and

policy formulation;

®  Collective bargaining to defend and enhance teachers’ rights - working conditions

‘Wragiwell as qoahty

| *between representatives of the' gbvermimen

education untons.

‘ggsessments “of -‘tc'aching-pmccdures; roust be« ncgotiated
employers afd the representativé’

Better working conditions for teachers mean better learning conditions for lcamers

On October 5 cach year, tcachers'
organisations worldwide
mobilise t6 cnsure that the needs of
future generations are taken into
consideration.

UNESCO inaugurated October 5 as
World Teachers' Day in 1994 10
commemorate the joint signing of
the UNESCO/TLO Recommendation
concerning the Status of Teachers on
3 October 1966. World Teachers'
Day also highlights the UNESCO
Recommcendation concerning the
Status of Higher Education Teaching
Personnel adopted in 1997,
According 1o UNESCO, World
Teachers' Day represents a
significant token of the awareness,
_undcrstanding  and  appreciation
displayed for the vital contribution

World Teachers' Day! What is it?

that teachers make 1o education and
development. Education
International strongly belicves that
this Teachers' Day should be
internationally  recognized and
cclebrated around the world. El also
believes that, on this anniversary
date, the principles of the 1966 and
1997 Recommiendations should be
considered for implementation in all
nations.

Over 160 countries observe Worid
Teachers' Day. The cfforts of
Education international and its 348
member  organisations have
contributed to this widely spread
recognition. Every year, ] Tainches
a_public awareness campaign to
highlight the contributions of the
teaching profession,
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