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India requests for fresh meeting dqiéfs;:,ﬁ :

SAA

NEW DELHI, Feb 2:~India has
requested for working out fresh
dates for hokding the 13 SAARC
sumimit in Dhaka, already post-
poned once in January in the wake
of the Tsunami calamity, as it will
not be able 10 atiend on the Feb-
ruary 6 and 7, indian Foreign

Secretary Shyam Sarun said today, *

reports BSS.

Saran told a news briefing that
India has taken the decision “in
the backdrop of recent develap-
ments in our neighbourhood.”

He said that he talked to his
Bangladesh counterpart Shamsher
Mobin Chowdhury this afternoon
to convey India’s decision.

- Saran said, “we have not indi-
cated fresh dates. But we have
indicated to Bangladesh and cur-
rent SAARC Chair Pakistan that
fresh dates needs 1o be worked out
on the basis of consensus.” .

“We have formajl¥ communi-
cated to the government of Bang.
fadesh that India would not be
able w attend the forthcoming
SAARC summit in Dhaka on the
5che{iu!cd=daacs." he said,
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The Indian foreign secretary
listed the developments in Nepal,
having a dircct bearing on India as
the reason as well as yesterday's
explosfons in Dhaka, including in
frant of the high security Sheragon
Hotel, as the reagons for thdia not
to attend the already rescheduled
dates in February,

"The decision has been taken
against the background of recent
developments in owr neighbour-
hood. which have caused us grave
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concern,” he said,

" He said the secyrity situation in
Dhaka has deteriorated in recent
days following the fatal attack on
former Finance Minister SAM S
Kibria.

Replying to a question he said
that “there is no danger of India
getting isolated™ for its unilateral
decision to avoid the summit for
which Bangladesh already put in
lot a of expenditure and worked
twice and all the rest of the SAARC
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SAARC

{From Page 1 Col. )

India behaving the big brather’ in
taking the decision on SAARC
SUmmitL.

Shyam Saran aiso did not con-
sider it unusual that Indi took the
deciston only & day after Bungla-
desh Forelgn Minlster M Morshed
Khan had announced in Dhaks
that Dhakes would go shead with
the summit and all the leaders of
South Asig were sutending.

He dented that Indla’s decision
on not aiending the SAARC
summit was provoked by the de-
velopments in Nepal,

Reglyfng 1o another question he

H
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! said that India's decision on not to
; attend the summit was also not
! borne out of its unwillingness to
1 share the same pletform with the
{ King and the Queen of Nepal, who
} tao were (o attend.
} Replying to a question whether
¢ the sitiation in Dhaks was worse
than when former Indlan Prime
I Mintster Atal bohar Vajpeyee
gnuamied the, SAARC summit in
" Islamabad in January last year In
i the wake of threats o fife on
r President Pervez Musharral, the
} Indian Foreign Secretary said he
! would not comparo the shuation
in Dhaka with either Pakistan or
| any other country.

Replyin‘g to another question he
| said that the Indian security team
Yhad not returned from Dhaka and
. "we have taken the dectsion in the
{light of the report it had sent."

i Asked what specific threat 1o
the Indian Prime Minister Uy
iManmobun Singh prompied the
bngdian din t‘:%_r:i\\ﬁﬁttitt‘l'ihu uther

Summit

top leaders of South Asia e
prossed thelr desire (o atend the
sttt By Dhaka Saran said, “we

v Lun't take decisions on bohal! of

othoers. Obviously the decislon has
it be made in the light of three
exposions that ook plece In
Dhuka yesterday. including the
one [n frem of the high security
Hotel Sheraton.”
He said the summbt would yield
s the desired outcome In an envi-
ronment {ree from polltical e
ot and violence,

“I am not here to compare the
situgtion In Bangledesh whth that
of Pakistan or Nepal,” he sald
repzytn%;o whether the situation
In Dhaka was worse than when
fermer Indian Prime Minfater Atal
Behar! Vaipayee nttended the 12%
SAARC summit In {slamabad soon
alier there were attacks on the e
of Prosident Pervez Musharraf.

Saran sald despite ks best of-
forts Indla could not so far estab-
lish communications with the
Royal Government of Nopal for
which It had not been possible 1o
eonvey lis decision to avold the
summitin Dhaka,

He sald nefther the Indian Em-
bassy i Kathmandu could estab-
lish contacts with the Nepalese
Foreign Mintsiey nor the Defence
Auwche of India could esiablish
links with the Royal Nepalese
Army. -

RC Summit postpone
- for second time

members, incuding King Gny-
anendra of Nepal, were to attend.
Asked whether this would affect
relations with Bangladesh Saran
replied in the negative stating that
this decision of India was “not
directed against any country.”
“We have 1aken this decision.
We have taken our own decision.
India made its own independent
assessmient of the situation. We
shared our decision. There is no
danger of isolation,” said Saran.
Asked whether it was correct for
India to take such a decision with’

- regard 16 SAARC with the possi-

bility of gedting isolated when alf
the other countries were willing to
attend he said, “it’s not relevine.”
Asked why and how Indian
head of governmeni should feel
threatened when Jione «of the
other heads of stalé&ind govern-
ment felt so fo nding the
summit, Saran sai0Yi*India has
trken its own decisioh bn the basis

“of its own assessment”

Replying to another question he
sald there was "nd question of
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