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“Iitdian Press blames Delhi for
‘postponement of SAARC meet

alca’s popular’ idaily e it was shi - The report also recalied that in
HE ] ular Bengali daily  januaty but it was shifted 10 Feb
Angzlj;tﬂaz?r)?’;;irika on ga:urﬂay ruary 6 .and 7 on requests of India  the recemt past the 12th SN;RC
said the SAARC Summit was de-  and Sri Lanka which were ravaged  Summit held in Islamabad hil' 10
ferred again as Indian Prime Min- by tsunami. As per Charter ql‘ be defeyrgd once as India declined
P isier -Dr. Monmohan Singh de-  SAARC a Summit cannot beheld if o attend it (N i
cided nol 1o attend the meeting in any of the meml;cr_s of the grotp- m:‘bgﬂmﬁipggm% dzg::}l‘ mr}
. : i ils 1o attend, ‘so it was ost- | | T
Dhika -at the last moment, says g\og’ }21 .S“ _l'oa nd.’s p - Tollowing. e dismnssati) afK;he
he lead item of the pa rwas * The report said following In. ' Deuba government -by King
Ize:c}i,l?ncd: '}»AARC pes:fme;eed for  dia's decision there has been wave  Gyanendra, it said.

Al L " , ] icipation of Nepal-

in. of Criticisms. of criticisms in the neighboring But the participation o
m%?e‘rzxn said the Summit was  countries Bangladesh and Palki. ese king _a(:mmpau;,_naa‘{:ic’i bg; the ;
carlier scheduled 10 be held in  stan. . Sec Page 1 . !
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. Indian Press
(From Page 1 Cul. §)

queen at the SAARC Summit was
commimicaicd by the Nepalese
ambassador 10 Bangladesh For-
cign Minister M. Morshed Khan ar
his restdence late night of Febru-
ary 1.

The dally also quoted Bangla.
desh Foreign Secretary Shamsher
M. Chowdhury as saying that "ihe
feasons given by India for not
atiending the Summit are 1ot
acceptable (o Bangladesh *

“India has created more prob.
lems than it has resolved tiron
lis decislon not 10 partiipue in
the SAARC Summnit” the Asfan |
Age, an influential India daily, in |
its Friday's editorinl sald.

The newspaper published both
from New Dethi and Kolkara said,
“The reasons ostensibly are the
securlty siwation in Bangladesh
and the political wmoll spelling
anend (o democracy in Nepal.”

the newspaper sald, “Iidia
caunot bt be concerned abour
these issues but the qutestion thai
has led 10 widespread resentmeny

- in the region whether India shouid
have heid SAARC hostage 1o these
considerations.”

Continuing the paper wrote: *In
fact. South Asia suffers from a
major security problem and If jt ig
10t Bangladesh today, It could be
Sri Lanka tomonow, and perhaps
even Indla the day alter. SAARC
then becomes even more relevant
loday and efforis should have i
heen made by New Delhi 1o en. !
sute that the “spirtt” of the South
. At pracess dues nol hecome

! subservicnt 10 bilaterat politics.” 1

; The Asian Age also published a

| story on Friday where the Pakistan

Foreign Minister expressed his

disappoinuncat over India's deci.

> sion to opi out of the SAARC
Summit saying this would have a
‘negative impact  on  India.
Pakistan relntions™.

Khursheed Mchmood  Kasuri )
sald that such regional meetings
WEFC important 1o creale the
goodwill necessary 1o sustain the
peace process.

"It is fmportant i our spirits
arc high and this deetsion his Lad

, &-dampening cffect nnd can bg
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