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In all cases. around onc-quarer
of the students were defined as
achicving “near-mastery” of the
basic items where "basic” repte-
sents the learning defined as 3
minimal requirement for success-
ful completion. Only in Bangla
was the proportion achieving
mastery of the "basic” items
above 25%. In science..the pro-
portion achieving mastery of the
“basic™ ilems was almost 20%:
but mastery of the -proficient”
items was al @ thuch lower level.
{:~Proficiem™ representing the
learning that the team defined us
desirable for all students to

i

cial studies, the proportion de-
fincd as a achicving mastery wis
weli below 10%. As a result, iwo
thirds or more of the students in
both social studies and mathe-
matics were defined  as “non-
masters”.

Performance in mathematics
and socia! studies was similar in
class § to class 3. In Bargla and
in scicnce. there was evidence of
a decline “in the proportion
. achicving "masiery”. In mathe-
matics and social studies, the
proportion achicving “mastery”.
[n mathematics and social stud-
ics. the proportion defined as
achieving mastery was well be-
low H0%. As a result, two-thirds
or more of the students in both
social studies ond mathematics
-were defined as “non-masters.”

5.6 What Students Can
and cannot Do:

This study also makes 2 sub-
‘jectwise and classwise list on

- -

3 or ctass 5 probably can or can-
aot do. Rasch one-paramenter
items response theory (IRT)
methods were used lo analyse
cach data set. Far each grade-sub-
ject. thosetitems were identified
which the avefage student was
tikely to pass (ie.. 75% proba-
bitity or more 1. and likely to

fail (ee. 25% probability or more
of passing

5.7 Teachers Expecia-
yons QOut-
comes:

5Daring the anmatysis of the
achicvement dawa, 3 workshop
o oW (, 4

and Actusl

achieve. In mathematics and so--

what on average students al class.

cation Assessment, 2001—II

Prof. Md. Riazul Islam and

Ms. Shahnaz Kabir

on 17 june 2002 was conducted

‘to cxplore teachers’ under stand-

ing -of their students achieve-
ments and gather their judgments
of what students' ought to be
able to do. Their cslimates werc
then compared with the actual
outcome. Table-10 below shows
the aversge of the teachers ex-
pectations in each subject, Lhe
actual outcome and the difference
between the 1wo .

it seems clear from these re-
sults that teachers on the whole
consistently over-estimate stu-
dents learning achievement-al-
though their ¢stimates in general
are not particularly accurales

5.8 Findings- Soclal
and Economic Background

A questionnaire was developed
to gather information about fac-
tors in students’ home and eco-
aomic background that might al-
fect lcarning achievement
Through overall analyses it is
found that most famities (80.5%)
consisted of three or more chil-
dren. Most respondents (42.83%)
reported being len years ofd, in
spite of having completed five
grades of cducation. There was
however 8 lendency for more
boys to be overaged and giris to
be relatively younger. Most stu-
dents {(77.9%) reported that they
had 2 separate space for reading
at home. 85.9% reported having.
some help with their studies &

home. Among them 78.8% got .

their help from family members,
while only 7.1% reported having
-a private lutor. 49% students re-
poried that their fathers had
compleled primary education.

Urban mother were relatively
much better educated than rural
mothers. 19.8% were reported as
having highet education in urban
aréas, as against 11.3% in rural

‘areas. About parental occupation

it was found that 48% were if-
volved in agriculture, 17.4% in
small business and { 7% were in
avernment service. Overall,
55.3% of respondents reported
that their mother was & Wage
earncr. About onc student 0
three (37.5%) reported that they
had 1o remain absent from
schopl on occasion for housc-

hotd work,

Regarding economic back-
ground the greatl majority of re-
spondents (74.7%) reported hav-
ing a roof of C sheel, with thatch
a distant sccond (11.2%), fol-

_lowed by pucca {8.9%). The pro-

ving electricity in ryral areas
was 24.2%; in urban areas it was
$5.5%. The number of posses-
sions found in the typical
household is quite small 61.6%
of the respondents seported hav-
ing only one of the scven items
(radio. bicycle, compuier. elec-
tricity. motor car, TV and motor
cyclic) they were asked about.
QOnly two were reporied by aboyt
one-quarter of respondents-TV
{21.7%) and electricity (25.9%).

6. Principal
tions
tions

+ Mathematics .and Social
Science appear o need special
autention at both class and
ctass 5 tevel

* The difference between
learning achievement in urban
and rural areas should be reduced.

* By class § levels, boys ap-
pear o have moved significantiy
ahead of girls. This may be cause
for concern. )

* ltemn selection for future as-
sessment should consider the ba-
sic, proficient and advanced lev-

gcnicn of respondents reponed
a

and Recommenda-

5.

s Children from small sized
family appears to do belter in the
achicvement tesis.

s if a fully competency-based

approach is to be taken, much

farger numbers of items will be
needed.

* in the classroom, siudents
should be exposed to varied
reaching and tearning (including
assessment) techniques focusing
on dcvelopment of higher-order
thinking skills and at the same
lime address memorising infor-
mation.

s A raiping programme 10
link assessment with instruction
should be included in the train-
ing of trainers on assessment
and curriculum dissemination.

*A com'mnirég programme of
training for AU

observa- .

Os and teachers

rrrtard
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on varied assessment formats is.
needed.

s Academic supervision
should inciude monitoring as-
sessment procedufes.

* The National Asscisment
should be repeated in three ycars
{i.e. November 2004) using the
same grade levels (class 3 and 5}
and a subset of the items used in
2001,

s A center for National
Assessment should be estab-
tished to take charge of func-
tions relaled to  National
Assessment.

7. Conclusion

The presenl National Asscss-
ment is no doubi 8 very gred
achicvement in the history of
education of Bangladesh made by
the Primary and Mass Education
Minisiry. The study dots nol
work with biased and inadequatc
sample. Rather it works with
national representative
probability sample and spcaksi
on state of primary education in
Bangladesh. Other status swdizs{
on primary education show that
the primary graders achicvement
tevel is that much fower that it is
within the biack hole of no
escape for quality thrust. On the
contrary, this study shows thai
our primary children’s
performances at the four corc
subjects are not good and most
of them belong (o non-master
tevel. Yet the achievemem
tevels in the subjects ranges
from 42.0% to 52:0% with a few
master and some near masicr.
since the study represents the
nation in slatistical sense. w¢
can be hopeful that in such o
moderately bad performance
situation practical effort is
possibie 1o be taken up for rapid
quality improvement of primary
education.

1.ct us push forward for qualita-
tive improvement of Primary
Education in Bangladesh.
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