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Begurt: Khaleda Zia addressing the third
I T

convocution bf Bangladesh Open University st Guzipur oo

BOU can play key role for
expansion of women edn: PM

GAZIPUR.  une T:-Prime
Minisier Begum Khaleda Zi3 1o-
day laid paramount imponance on
of a society
based on education and kngwi-
edge imbuing all concerned with
the spirit and belief that sducation

' fcs:»é security fof society,
reports BSS, - .

"We atach imponance on edy-
cation for free  enercise of
thoughts and intellects. We be-
lieve education is the only and real
secunty for social weli-being”,
Begum Zia said while speaking at
the third convocation of the
Bangladesh National University.

The Prime Minisier said there is
ne aliemative to education for

- making independence and democ-

racy meioingful. On the course of
education and leaming, Bagum
Zia suid, learning should be spon.
tancous and must act for arousing
the freedom of thought and con-

science.

Begum Zia, who is the Chan-
cellor of Bangladesh QOpen Uni-

- versity, said “education must be

linked with happiness™.

The Prime Minister said that,
her government had accorded
ulmost impontance on the quality
education adding, "as a nation we

K are lagging behind due w0 detefio-

raiton in standard of education.

and labour™.

The “unction was also ad-
dressed- By education Minister Dr
M Osman Firooq, State Minister
for Education ANM Ehsanu} Hug
Milon and Vice-Chancellor of
Bangladesh Open University Dr
M Ershadul Ban. .

Prof. Abdul Waheed Khan, as-
sistant director general for com-
munication and information of the
UN educational  scientific  and
cultural organisation, delivercd
convocation  speech  entitled
"shaping, the future with knowl.
cdge”.

Thé Prime Minister formally
opened the thied convocation of
BOU and conferred degrees on
more than six hundred graduates
who were brought before her by
the respective deuns.

Bgfum Zia also awarded gold
medals among the brilliant grady-
ates for their outstunding  aca-
demic foar )

Euwrhicr. the prime minister ep.

tered the convocation venue lead.

ing the convocajion procession,

- Begum Zia began her speech
quating iwo US presidents:- Roo-
sevell and John F. Kemeedy-- said
the two former US presidents
believed that real safegunrd of
democracy is education. And lib-
erty without feanring is always in

" imagined,

peril, -
The Prime Minister thanked the
new praduates and wished them
success in life.

Begum Zia had also attended
the first convocation of Bangla.
desh Open  University (BOU),
established in 1992 by her past
BNP  government o enhance
scope for disadvantaged peophe 1o
improve their io! and to tum the
economically-backward peaple
in10 human resources.

In his convocation specch Prof.
Waheed said “future aceds 1o be
sketched,  dreamed,
thought out, construcicd, made
and composed.” melcdge is a
key to the future, it is indispensa-
ble for ecdnomic growth, social
ransformation, cuhural  enrich.
ment and political empowerment™.
he added.

He dwelt on issues of knowi.
edge, education and leamning in-

‘vestment in human capital, rele.

vance of open and distance fearn.
ing in the knowledge based soci-
cly. bridging the digial divide, on
ICT agenda for the future and
Bangladesh: new vision and ini.
tiatives. -

. Prof. Waheed said Bangladesh
maust invest in scientific and toch-
nical education ul the university
level especially in the information
technology arcp. :
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