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rdmotion Of Books Counts
‘Théhinth Dhaka Book Fair has began in the Parade
round of S_hcr-c»Bangln Nagar on Wednesday and 1S scheduled
o end on January 15. Clearly this yearly programme is yet to
raw the attention of the public in a big way. We do not ask
this fair to complieie with the Ekushey book fair because the
ethos associated with the event of the 21st February is some-
' thing special and unrivalied. But then the Dhaka Book Fair con

& well serve a0 imporiant purpose-
1 Hihe Ekushey, book fair's main focus is Oon the creative
ursuit of our \ocal writers and the country’s book industry.
this on¢ has the option 1o bridge the gap betwecn our literary
works and those ol the world. Our access to global kndwl-
3 edge—-science literatugg, health, environment ClC.. i mostly
: through English language- Multi-lingoal profiency has long
ceased to be viable culture for us. .
Much as we may wax eloquent about Our tove for the lan-
guage, the hard truth is that ‘ouf Janguage is yei to assimilate
knowlcdge of pure science in its vocubulary. So © be fami- \
’ liear with the tatest information. knowledge and research find-

v ings. we need help of a foreign language. Because of historic |,
{ reasons we rely on English language. Until or unless we have .
1 developed our OWD Janguage 10 the extent:-where it can be on :
. effective carrier of the highest form of thoughts. our depen-

dence on English will continue.

A book fair of international order which ouf Dhaka Book |
Fair ought to aim ‘af ULaINIng, €an indeed c@nnect us globally.
So far. this book fair has not been able to perform this particu-

! lar role. Clearly. the foreign pubﬂshcrs participating in the fair
! have not shown great interest in the mattes. All because, we

have failed Lo arrange the event accordingly. We ar¢ not clear
‘. about oul objectives and the vision is simply missing. Those

who think that the reading habit has 1aken - beating at the

JENE——

! hand of elecironic media, television in particular, should
{ alarmed. No doudt, the dawning of the information age has
\  suddenly catapulted us to 3 different plane of dissemination of
\ knowledge. But out resource constraint cannot allow us 10 reap
\ the full benefit of this.
4 Education will depend on pooks and other printing materi-

als for a long time 0 come. So, the promotion of books—ihe
main aim of any book fair——must atlain a New standard. differ-
¢nt from the conventional one. No casual approach will do.
‘The Dhaka Book Eair has indeed 2 unique opportunity for pro-

i jecting itself as an occasion for bringing about a cultural mar-
riage through books. The possibility of developing 3 different

kind of publishing industry in relation 10 wranslation from and

to other languages is there. Printing cost of books can be dras-

tically reduced now. The chalienge is 10 bring down the price

of books. On this account we may possibly work out oug ad-
vantages. Let the price of books come down through cotlabora- \

tive ventures. Even if we go by the rules of copywright and
royalty, we may still get books at A much lower price. There
is a need for a concerted cffort for this to happen. Let us be

.. . equaltathe challenge. ),
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