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Stop Hirtd ﬂ’g:ﬁ:hmg Busines

The mushrooming private universities in the city
nd elsewhere could be a measure of the facilities for
igher education in demand. It could also mean the
missed opportunities for excellence by the growing
army of candidates at this fevel had these institutions
ol come up opening their doors to those candidates.

ut unfortunately, these universities, barring a hund-
ful reputed ones, have made a4 mockery of the ter-
tiary-level education.

Universities are not only housed in the unlikeliest
places and buildings, they are run by hired teachers.
Since privatisation is a global trend and 2 screaming
stogun for many governments including ours, we
hiave allowed "ourselves to fall in the trap.
Privatisation means improvement of quality and per-
. formance, not the other way round. Now without J
1 cumpuses, libraries and even teachers, these privaic

universities render what is called a middle-man's
 service. How they Manage government approval is
’raiher intriguing, What responsibility the Unjversity
Grants Commission (UGC) is performing? :
} Not that classes are not held and courses are not

completed. The hired teachers are there for doing the {
job. Now who hire out their teaching service?

Obviously the teachers from public universities and

l
’ government colleges. It should be made clear that nm}
t

i

| all of them aré making themselves available for hired
| teaching. But then thers are others who would rush
 from one such private facility®o another to keep thcir{
; busy schedule. And @ the process, education has |
+ been commercialised beyond limits. A teacher from |
! the public university takes the responsibility to com. |
" plete a course and he or she does 0 with the help of
his/her colleagues. Thus more teachers of the public
university gets involved. The lure of lucre obviously
does the trick.
When teachers are so busy, it cnanot be without a
prige. Lhere is a complaint that in maintaining their
- busy schedule outside, the teachers have to ignore
- teaching at their own universities—willingly or un-
. willingly. After ali, teaching at the highest level is no
. joke. Besides, there is the question of physical en-
’ durance. So all this can 80 on at the expense of the
poor students of the public universities or govern-
ment colleges. The quality of education in public ed-
; ucational institutions is bound to fall when teachers
- are more preoccupied with teaching in private uni-
versities. They arc not supposed to do justice to the
subjects or courses simply because their attention is
divided and they try to swallow more than they can
chew,

Teaching at the school level has long got com-
promised because of private tuition. Now the private
universities are playing the'same role for higher edu-
cation. If private universities were adequately staffed
and had the required facilities. no one would com-
gluin.'Bu: please stop the farcical ‘hired teaching

usiness’, Ity cutting into gur higher cducation like
a double-edge subre.
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