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N the accasion of S0&h an-

niversery of Language

Day. o has steered up
some of my past memoncs 1o the
glorious past of Dhaka Medical
College students’ contrnibution 10
"the language movement of 1948
and 1952 It hax prompicd me w
write  up some  of my
reminncence of 1948 the
beginming  of language
movement. whieh has received
least altention. H 15 1 thas 1nst-
{utiorn al the hostels. student
leadess of the Lanpuage
Movement planned their sirate-
gics. Though it apparently looks
fthe a cultural movemeni. but o
was, in fact a social, pobical,
cconumic, cultural movement of
self detcrmimnation, inspired by
the spint and aspiration of
Bengaly natwonalism. Before |
venrfure upon recounting some of
my remimscence on the issue. |
would hike to focus some of my
thoughts on the backgiound.
which eventually spared off the
nsue of language movement and
ultimately turned into a national
movement thal lead to the emer-
gence of the sovereign state of
Bangladesh,

Background.: Wuh the
chenished hopes and aspiration to
have a separate  homelands 10
safeguard the jegitimate interest
of the downtrodden Mushm me-
norties of Indiz S Mohammad
kybal, a poet. philosopher of em.
mence. proposed for an au.
tunomous state for Mushims o
the north-western india, at the
Mushm League Allahabad
Conference in 1930, There seems
1o have been nu concern shown
for Mushims of eastern part of
India, particutarly of Bengal
Later, the histoncal Lahore reso-
tetion passcd by the Muslim
League counaillors was moved by
Sher-c-Bangly A K Fazlul Haque
in March 1940, urging formation

{ “Independent States™ in north
wesl and casters Mushm majonty
area of Indis The exclusive hon-
our of “Sher-c-Bangla™ (Tiger of
Bengal) was bestowed on him by
the ﬁdushm League in their con-
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Genesis Of Ekushey

Dr. A.Q. Khan

Bose. the Chief Conimander of
Azad Hind Four.

It 15 also known. as 10 how al a
later date, the very spaint of self-
determination ol Lahore
Resolution was jeopardised at the
“legislators conveniion” (instead
of councillors, 1gaonng and hy
passing them in an undemucratic
way? held at Dedhi a double s1an-
dard. what was advocated for all
India. was not soceprable for
Bengal, A joint petion was
submitted 10 Government on 4th
Junc. 1916 by eminent personal-
iies hke, Robindrapath Tagore.
Saraichandara  Chatapadhy.
Brojenra Nuth Sd, Prafuila
Chandra Roy. Shama Piashad
Mukherijee. protesting the turn.
g of the hindu community of
Bengal 1o minorities
{politicallyy W was emphesired
that, under the Bntish rule. the
role played by them in the arena
of ntellectual. vultural political
and commerce was outstandingiv
remarkable Though mmonty by
hgure, in every other sphere,
they were much ahead. and there
contribubion 10 all sphere was
cnormous. including 64 per cent
of their share in hieracy. rhey
clarmed, Saratchandrn
Chatapadhy, expressing his most
concern, sent a telegram to the
Secretary of States, of which the
other mignatonies were Judunath
Sitcar. Romesh  Chandra
Mawmder, Meghnad Shaha and
Sunitt Kumar  Chatapadhy
Within three to four monthe, as
the 1ssue took the shape of o ter.
1or anfunated by commuonalivm,
Rotendrapath Tapore wus no
more 1a the forefront On 20th
Fehruary. 1947, declaration was
made that by June. 1947, tir
Bnush Goverament wall transfer
power to  Indiuans Hindu
Mahashava and a section of
Congress demanded partition of
Bengal, in the event of partitton
of India (Chuwdhury S.1 1999,
2000 1405 Banglay

On other hand. 1t wuy Desh
Bondhu Chittaranjan Das. who
realiced the roo! cause ol (he
probiem as dispanity, megdabinies
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ber of hindu members n
Provincial assembly was 46 and
Muslim was 39 With the inact-
ment of Indian Act of 1935, the
position was reversed (o 119 for
muslims and 83 1 Hindus In the

same year. Sher-e-Bangla A K.

Faslul Haque became the first
Mushim Mayor of Calcutta City
Corporation, and in 1937, he-
came the Chief Minster of
Bengal The elue clase way wn-
usually alarmed and tn safeguard
therr vested wnteresi. wha hith-
efto was enjoying the cream of
the socicty, hecame desperate.
Most of them had theyr camindan
vland lord) and other interest an
East Bengal. though by and large
they Laed 10 ressde at Calcutta and
uther parts of West Bengal.

While All India Congress ad-
vocaled the 1enets of democranic
principle for maonty ol but at
the same rule of majortiy p
Bengal “wys demed and oo more
rehished o then taste, ohviously
for perpctuation of their vested
wterest Playing rmportant posi-
uon 10 Azad Hind Fous was an
umyue example of his deals. As
he was away from the country dur-
ing the time of independence, he
could not plas his role in <hap-
mg the tutme of 1he country. Had
he heen able to put hts toot
Indra at that crucrial peniod of
transition. hustary would have
taken to a ditferent course ensur-
g harmony among the Hindu
and Muslim. The dvnasty rule
polity 1 thisc sub-contmment
onuld not be also so deeply
oted. It was made to helieve
that he died 1n a plane crush The
plane was said 10 be so smali
that. o could acconimodate only
the pilot and Shuvas Chandra
Boxe. not even his private secre-
lary  But muny, on imgieasing
ccumsiantial evidence are in-
chined to believe that, on the end
of second world war, he was taken
to Russia as a captive prisoner of
war, where he was killed.

On the eve of independence of
India. the Proposal of Cabinet
Mission on  16th May 1946
headed by Sir Suaford Cripps was
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eminiscense Of Glorious 1948 Movement

tance of the demand for Pakistan
by the British, in which case the
entire Bengal would go to
Pakistan. the Hindu leaders made
a demand for division of Bengal,
who opposed the division of
Bengal. carlier in 1905, The pro-
posal made by Lord Mounibatien
for division of India came for dis.
vussion . Mushm  League
Counaillors ‘mecung at Delhy in
June. 1947 At the behest of
Jineah and Subrawardy, o owas
overwhelmingly accepied. The
carlicr deciswon of acceptance of
cabtnet mission plan by the
Muslun League was thus reversed.
The Cabinet Mission Plan did not
gc! a fair chance to wurk.

Mohammad Al Jinnah. for
most of his politicat carnier was
in Congress and was a proponent
of wdentifytng himself as "Indran
tiest aad then Mushim'. Seimat
Sotonni Naido in 1916 used to
adore tum as a2 symbol of unuy
between Hindy and Mushim. Some
used to blame Mchammad Al
Jinnah responsible for partition
of India But. it s Mohammad Al
hinnah, who once propused the
famous 14 points Programme
all India Muslim Conference Dec
31, 1928-Jun Ist, 1929, n
which a federat type of Central
goverament and provincial au-
tonomy were the prominent fea-
wres According to Moulana Abul
Kalum Azad, "v would not be un-
fair to say that. Sarder Ballav
Bhar Patel was the archiect of
partiiton of India”. In his book
“India Wins Freedom™ Moulana
Azad recalled that 10 s young
days. he wanted (o join the revo-
luhonary party,

strugghng tor freedon. Being
a musinn. he wuas consudered inel-
igible tu jomn freedom move-
ment. No doubt the movement
was agarnst the British, bac w
was d4lso to establish 2 Hindu
kingdom i place of Brinsh rule.
sard Muzzafar Ahmed. On the’
other hand. Gandhi advocated for .
establishung Ram Rajatay (Ram's
Kingdom). In the ultsmate analy-
sis, it s the dispuetul atintude of
tite Hupdu leaders towards the
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. -

aaoexd jedap ons dois
01 sdors AURSSIOIU INET OF Pausdd
w0 sanuoyine gyt padin Jaey
aidoxd |e301 "pappe L3yt i
Ruoj v 105 sisisiad [BO] Jo SISU)
SU|Y Ul pOGM 25T SN UYWAY
DIIIO) SEY (PO JO SISLD PIRS 134D
-MOY SIUMO URY yOuUy Aoy

\pue|
QR UO BN 135 a3 JARY Sujty
Lupw fuzdedosy ut g sppy
-yt jo dn Fuinos so) sputy
MO[{B) pUE J|IJUT mote Kfuo
HeY (1)) Juotssiumo)y Aindag
3yt pres gp6l Ul ANSIULN
pUT] YE WL SERMD Y
uonnjjod [CIWIWEO:
cand o1 asu Buoad sKuunyd
130} X1 OS[B SISUMO U 3}
uty
v 30 div AuLnas Jo) pu] JO s3oe
IAL) OL INOY ISN JIMO Ul ARl
ng Cppey waug  Funonasuod
J0¢ PUT| JO SIIIE § | WNUWIRW
SWORR WYy g pies suadxy
aau:ud €32 yoms

e nm cmsmenie cedamw e amee s




