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YHE history of university educa-

tion in, Bangladesh is more than.

a hundred years old in view of the
1 political formation of the subconti-
nent. The first three universities of
the Indian subcontinent — Calcutta,

Bombay and Madras—were set up -

under the colonial rule of the British

~ East India Company in 1857, and

were modelled on the University of

! London, But before 1920, there had

: been no university in the castern
zone of erstwhile Bengal Presidency.

* The ‘schools and colleges in this

region were affiliated with the Un-

, versity of Calcutta, some of which
had the distinction of offering hon-
ours and master's degree courses.

The annulment of the partition of

* Bengal (1905} in the year 1911, left a

deep mark of anger, sorrow and

+ frusttation in-the minds of the major-’

“ ity Muslim ‘population of eastern
- Bengal who had been dreaming of a
university of their own. I 1912, the
% leading persunalmes of the Muslim

- mmlﬁumt}' Nawab Sir Salimullah,

. Nawab Syed Nawab Ali Chowdhury °

; and A.K. Fazlul Haque made strong
representations to the British Vicer-
, oy, Lord Hardingé, in favour  of
1 seitimg up a university in Dhaka,
highlighting the proposal of introduc-

Studies. To assuage the feelings of
the Muslims, the then government of
Bengal formed'a committee (Nathan
Committee) to do the needful. But
later on, the Nathan Commitiee

T

proposed faculty into a department
+which 1s still existing. From then on,

manding an Islamic University
' directly and indirectly but the de-
mand continued to be ignored.

“After the partition of India (1347)
a number of universities were gra-
dually being established in the then
East Pakistan viz. University of Ra-
jshahi (1953); University of En-
gineening and Technology (1958);
" - Agricultural University {1961}; Uni-
| versity of. Chittagong (1966) and
Jahangirnagar University (1970). But
the "government most unexpectedly
turned a deaf ear 1o the demand for
‘an Islamic University. After the in-
dependence of Bangladesh in 1971,
no new. universities were established
until 1979, when on 22nd November,
the foundation stone of the Islamic
University was faid at Shantidanga-
Dualalpur in the districts of Kushtia
‘and Jhenaidah by the erstwhile presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman who undertook
effective measures to materialize the
dreams of the mass. Afterwards,
Shahjalal University of Sciénce and
] Technology, Khulna University,

Bangladesh  National University,
Open University were estahllshcd in
phases.

The Government of Bangladesh
has recently passed a Private Uni-
versity Act, under which some pri-
vate universities have bcen estab-
lished and others are proposed. The
government has also established the
Institute of Postgraduate Studies in

ignored the proposal and turned the ~

i the Muslim community went on de- .

] Md. Harun-Ur-Ras]nd Askari

Agriculture (IPSA) near Dhaka, at

ind its culture and hentage

Joydebpur. This is in short, thE: ~ Islamic University endeavours to

history of establishment of the uni-

create a congenial atmosphere for

‘versities of Bangladesh from her past' “the pursuit of knowledge and ensure

to present.. The Islamic University is
one of these and essentially different
from others. It has passed as many as
nine years since it became operation-
al. It has on one hand attained many
successes and undergone many diffi-
cultzes on the other. So, in compari-
ston with other universities of Bang-
ladesh, the viability of the Islammic
Umversny in future can come’ in
question and this essay is an attempt
to justify its viability in days to come.
Universities in Bangladesh are basi-
cally to two categories, i.e. general
(Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chittagong,
Jahangirnagar and Khulna) and spe-
cial (Bangladesh Unversity of En-
gmeering and Technology, Bang-
ladesh Agricultural University, the
Islamic University and Shahjalal
University of Sciemce and Tech—
nology. -

The generai universities are estab-
lished with a clearly defined territo-
rial jurisdictiof ang all colleges with-
in the territory natbrally come under

~ the control of the mnther—unwers;t)

On the contrary, the special universi--

ing an individuals faculty on Istami¢ < 1€$ ar¢ more or less teaching and

non-affiliating ‘with g very few excep-
tions. As far as the nature and

functions of the Islamic University -

are concerned, it belongs to the' '
second catégnr}* (special) ofuniversi-
ties tn Bangladesh. It is, therefore, a
~ teaching and non-affiliation universi-
ty which 15, in the present context?
more advantageous for a number of
reasons. The general and affiliating
university education system has very

disappointingly given rise f¢ many "

complexities and problems. They are
themselves overburdened with their
own problems, and hence can offer
‘little through affiliation to the large
number of colleges situated in far-
flung areas. The Islamic Unitersity is
far away from this sort of problem. It
can, concentrate on its owtractivities
td reach itssgoal. The Islamic Uni-
versity has its own method of educa-
tion, own aims and objectives which
can be proved justified and the uni-
versity can be proved vaible evenin a

state of flux. The master plan of the .
umiversity for its present and future,

1s' designed with this in mind.
The Islamic University, is one of

- the largest institutions of higher

learning in Bangladesh. The idea is
. , .
to combine I[slamic learning with
various branches of modern arts,
science, social science and technoto-
gy, .producing qualified and compe-

- tent scholars for the advancement of -

knowiedge, as well as of society. It
_{IU} tends to shoulder the responsi-
bility of disseminating the discovery

and development of knowledge in.

newer fields. It strives towards culti-
vating high moral values as directed
by the state religion of Bangladesh
(Islam) to dig out-and spread deeper
knowledge of theological learning, to
dispel misconception about- Islam

- higher education emphasising on the

merit of the students. The Islamic
University also conducts research in
various branches of learning with a
view to contributing to the storc ef

knowledge and provides guidance for-

the .1mprovement and re-orientation
of the backward Madrasah education
system prevalent in the country. The
Istamic University, above all strives
to introduce a broad-based structure
to meet its immediate needs and will
meet the challenges of the ensuinge
century. It tan be proved that the
preper implementation of these aims
and objectives can ascertain the pre-
sent and future viability of a universi-

ty. Although the idea.is unique, it is.

nonetheless feasible, for. it gives
equal mmportance te both .religious

and secular learning.

The co-ordination of two opposite

- strems of learning can facilitate both

worldly and unworldly pursuits of an
individual. Through this mutual in-
teraction and harmonious integra-

.tion, both streams can benefited- by

each other. Religious learning in
kee;nng with secular ones Jcan n-
crease its acceptability, and’ the lat-
ter, keemng pace with the former can
at lcast impart ethical” values which
modern men lack. Besides, higher
studies on both the streams. shall
boost the advancement of learning.

Deeper theological leamning makes a -

man reach a higher stage of realiza-
tion which contributes much to the
making of his conscience.

An Islamic University aims at pro-
d{mng pragmatic and conscious peo-
ple who can well be shouldering the
responsibility of the Society, of the
nation, of the country, above ali of
the world and civilization. All this

dEpcnds on the proper utilization of

the:gims and objectives of the Istamic
Umverslty

With the above aims and objec-
tives, - the Islamic Umvcmty laun-
ched its academic journey in the year
1986, with four departments in two

faculties, eight teaching staff and 300
Vlce— >

students under the
Chanceilorship of Dr. A.N.M. Mam-
tazuddin Choudhinry. The number of
departments, faculties, teachers, $tu-
dents, hails and buildings arg increas-
ing.” The provision of admitting
female and non-Muslim students was
introduced by the second Vice Chan-
cellor Professor Muhammad Serazul
Islam who initiated several other

" attempts like opening five more sub-

jects, This, no doubt led to the
viability of the university. In the
third phase of Vice-Chancellorship,
Professor M.A. Hamid introduced

M. Phil and Ph D. dissertations.

Under Professor M. Inamul Hoque’s
(present Vice-Chancellor) the Isla-
mic University is steadily. growing.
Through some dynamic and pragma-
tic measures such as opening new
facult:es and departments, removing

; research ‘'works home and abmad

session jams etc. Professor Hoque is
quickening multidimensional expan-
sion of the university. He has of late,
apened three more faculties (Faculty

‘of Business Administration, Faculty

of Law and Shariah and Faculty of I
Applied Science and Technology)
and three more subjects under the
Faculty of Applied Science and
Technology (Electronics and Ap-
plied Physics, Applied Mathematics { {
and .Computer Science and Applied {
Chemistry and Chemical Technolo- | |
gy) in keeping with the necessity of
the day. His attempt to build a
commemorative sculpture of the War
of Independence is a historic one. |
The successful implementation of |
this plan shall ' make the values of the
upniversity one with those of the
country which is a remarkable point
of-its viability as is seen in case of 1
1

some of the distinguished universities = -

University now most expectedly is
growing larger in all related respects.
There are, as many as 15 depart- .

- of Bangladesh. Anyway, the Islamic ‘j
[

ments, 5 faculties, 12( teaching staff,

catching hails and buildings. Most of -
the Islamuc University praduates
have been well-employed. A good |
. number of teachers are-engaged in |

- 4000 students and a cluster of eye: .{
£

Various joumnals, magazines and | %
periodicals are being published
almost regularly. Besides, seminars
and symposium usually occur and are §
attended by renowned scholarsof the | -}t
country. This is why and how, there }
has been a congenial atmnsphcrc for
the cultivation of gher learning {. £.
which must reSult in the academic §: g
survival of the Islamic University. |-

The well-designed academic future " J' &
development programme of the uni- }{;
versity i1s another testimony to its
viability.- Three more subjects shall
be added to the Faculty of Applied
Science amd Techpology viz. Instru-
mentation and Information Technol- |
ogy, Biotechnology and Applied
Nutrition and Food Technology.
These subjects will cater to the needs |
of the oncoming century. In addition |-
to this, effective measures have been |
undertaken to establish an Institute
of Modern Langauge (o provide faci- |. ¥
lities for the study of Modern Lan- | *
guages and to provide teaching,
training, guidance and such other §r
sérvices and facilities as may meet. . .
the needs of linguistic scholars, fore- |
ign strvices personnel and others.
This is no doubt/ an effective |
approach to make the -university |.
keep pace with the. promising univer-
sities of Bangladesh. )

Istamic Unijversity, so far as its Act
(The Islamic Universityi Act, 1982,
section 5 (a) amended) is concerned,
feels at liberty to choose its own
course of study or to amend it if |
necessary. This 1s  undoubtedly
advantageous on its way to rcachmg
goal.
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