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. Ever since man mastered the art of riting, he has been
iting down his thoughts and ideas. It was only a-matter of
time before e would devise a way for maintaining. perma-
nent records of whatever it is he has writ. One of his devises |
- for protecting his mental hard labour was by collecting books
and keeping' them in libraries. L. .
- The first libraries Were in existence in‘ancierit Mesopota-
) mia, long before paper'wasideveloped. Inscribed clay tablets
| have been found going-back to the year 3.500 BC. The most - |
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famous library-of all in the ancient world was the Alexandrian |
Library founded between' 305-283 BC::But it was not until |}
man transcended: the “hmitations of the materialsfat his
disposal by:the"devglapment' -of - papyrus, ! parchment and, !
eventually ‘paper that writing really took off. =« ~ - |
When printing was ,ifweh’fe@ In the 15th century, man’s
- tlight of -imagination had ﬁ_ﬁc&ived of the library as the
guardian of all human intellectual efforts. The emergence in
the 19th'century of an utban industrial society that required a
generally literate pqﬁh]at_iﬂn plus th&Serious commitment of
the state tu-.ffé_e_:,’*'fuﬁj{férs'al,J'-mmpulsdry** education made
libraries a necessary. amenity for the general public. This was
aided by the happy ¢oincidence of the development of -the
high-speed, steam-powered, rofary préss and.-mechanica)
methods of producing paper from wood pulp. for this made it
- possible:-to produce books, magazines and 'ﬁéﬁgpépers for J
mass consumption. ST TR o
- .. In Bangladesh there “are three national librarjes, 65
government run-public libraries; dround 500 privately opér:
ated O open tor public ﬁse,f,lfuniﬁfersity ibraries, more
than 800 government and private “college libraries and 665 = |
specialised libraries. In ‘addition” some newspaperstand
tabloids have their own libraries where staff.can reseajch |
their material before going into print and, a positive highlight
Is that some high schools do have their own libraries for- the
use of their-students which indicates the library tradition is
not yet dead. But considering the number of literate people Y
there.is a nfeed for more- . Lo RS B
~That the government is alive to the problem is clear for it
has already approved a National Book Policy (NBP) -that
recommends” a’ Library Légistation be introdtosd for the
pwuuebpmcﬂj of libraries. This policy -states that
profeésinnalhl_i.t_a_@_ﬁans should be appointed at libraries of al]
educational jnstitations. Library services should be extended
0 Union Parishad level as well for the benefit of the roral’
areas.' As lﬁﬁries contain more than just Books, they are . |
~very.much needed if intellect is to be properly stimulated.
But as access is still limited to 1 few, what we-need before we |
are lured by the glamour of the ‘quick access’ electronic y |
devices is to restore our present libraries to good health and g}
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encourage ‘people to use them’more. = - s -
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