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Mohiuddin Alamgir '

THE number of primary stn-
dents in all the registered
madrassahs sunk to an yn-
precedented level in last five
vears.

The number of students

fell particularly in Ibtedayi’

madrassah. Ibtedgyi mad-
rassah means primary ma-
drassah. "
During the same pe-
tiod, enrollment in primary
school's*a{xd goami madras-

sahs mcreased.'}said educa-
tion officialg, -

While the numbery, .of
students in ibtedayi ntad-
rassahs dropped by about
three lakh since 2010 the
number of primary schoog]
students increased by 33
lakh, show data of Bangla-
desh Bureau of Educational
Information and Statistics
and the Directorate of Pri-
mary Education.

As the government does
not keep data of the unregis-
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tered qoami madrassahs no ,
official statistics is available .
about how many primary
students study in these ma-
ragsahs, . '
- Offigials as well as mad. .
rasgah teachers guess that
theé" number of students in
qoami madrassahs also in.
creased during the petipd.
They said that after leav- ;
ing - ibtedayi- madrassahs |
a0 unknown number of !
students took admission in .
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Qoami madrassahs, 3

Non availability of stj.
- pends for poor students ip
(ibtada}n‘ madrassahs  en-

:
1S

Couraged the exodus from
ese madrassahs,
s teachers and officials,
The government has no
contro! over goamj Mmadras-
sahs mostly rup on dona-
tions from the community,
The other madrasshas are
‘Tegistered and
ment funding,
The number of students

said

in  primary , madrassahs
dropped to~ 21,25 lakh in
- ———— ———

primary schools and the’

et govern-i

2014 from 24.16 Jakh in
2010, according to BAN-
BEIS,

The number of students
in  primary increased to
1.83 crore in 2014 from
1.50 crore in 2010; accord-
ing to the DPE's annual
Census reports,

The upshot is the nym..

ber of primary comple-
tion examinees from - the
madrassahs also dropped
during the period under
review,

As many ibtedayi mad-
rassahs were shut down in
recent years as they get no
assistance from the govern-

e

ment their students shifted
{0 goami madrassahs, sajq
Bangladesh Independent

Ibtedayi Teachers Associa-
tion president Ruhy) Amin. .

Bangladesh Jamitni)
Mudarreseen secretary gen-
eral Sabbir Ahmed Momts-
ji. Bangladesh Madrassah
Teachers Association gen-
eral secretary Delwar Hos-
sain, said that madrassah

.students dont get stipends

like their compatriots in
Primary schools.

They said that gener-
ally, children from inso)-
vent families and orphans
shift to madrassahs after

dropping out of Primary
schools. ‘

Bangladesh Madrassah
Education Bogard
man AKM Saif Uligh said
that he was not aware that
the number of students in
ibtedayi madrasahs had de-
clined ion recent years.

He, however, "did pot
rule out’the possibility of
some of the madrassahs
students s}n'ﬂing to prima-
1y schools. L

But, he said, no aliya
stream’ of madrassah stu-
dent would ever seek ad-
mission intg qoami mad-
rassahs.
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