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TUNESCO hails Bang]

[orea - 25 JUN-2015- -

adesh for

‘achieving education genderpafity

Bangladesh Sangbad
_ Sangstha - Dhaka

IRINA  Bokova. director
general of United Nations
Educaticnal, Scientific and
Cultur: “Organisation, has
highly appreciated Bangla-
desh’s progress in achieving
gender parity in education.

“The progress made by
:Bangladesh in achieving
gender parily in education
and the political will and
the policies of the govern-
ment of Prime Minister
. Sheikh Hasina with regard
lto women's education are
commendable, she said.. |
© The UNESCO .directot
‘general came up with the
.appreciation in a meeting
with Foreign minister:3AH
Mahmood Ali in ‘Pari§+on
Maonday. e

The foreign minister. ar
rived in Paris on Monday
' on a four-day official visit, a
foreign ministry release said.
Irina Bokova expressed
| her satisfaction over the ex-
listing cooperation between
| Bangladesh and UNESCQ. .
j She reiterated her in-
, vitation to prime minister
LSheikh Hasina to address
the high level conference
titled ‘Leader’s Forum' that
will take place at UNESCO
headquarters in November
, 2015.

F During the meeting, the
+ | foreign minister sought the
UNESCQO director general’s

support for capacity build-
ing in the area of blue econo-
my and for the preservation,
promotion and recognition
of cultural heritage of Bang-
ladesh in the global aréna.
In reply, Irina Bokova as-
sured the.foreign minister
of all possilﬁ'e support from
UNESCO in this regard.
She also informed the for-
eign minister about the pro- .
gress of the establishment of
International Mother Lan-
guage Institute in Dhaka as a

UNESCO category Il Centre.

Ali later héld a meeting with
Elisabeth Guigou, president
of Foreign Affairs Commis-
sion of French National }A%-
sembly, and Odile Saugues,
vice' sprgsident of the com-
mjssioﬂ%ﬁﬂ president of the,
France:Bangladesh  Parlia,
mentary Miendship Grouﬁﬂ,f
The- foreign * minister

_briefed them about the ‘zerd

tolerance policy of prime
minister ~ Sheikh Hasina
against all forms of terrorisrif
and extremism. "

He referred to the mes-
sage of the prime minigte?
condemning the terrorist at-
tack at the office of the news
magazine{Charlie -Hebdo dn
‘Paris-in Janfary 2015 -&#'a

The foreign minister also
apprised them of the im-
pressive economic growth
of more than 6 per cent

_achieved ! by Bangladesh

over last six years and the
initiatives taken by the gov-

ernment for the prospective
rapid economic develop-
ment of the country.

The commission presi-
dent enquired about the
political situation in Bang:
ladesh and the foreign min-
ister gave an account of the
terrorist activities of BNP-
Jarfiaat alliance in 2013 and
again earlier this year, caus-
ing loss of huinan lives and
huge economic loss. |

He sought the French
government’s continued
support for further strength-
ening of the democratic
system of Bangladesh and
Bangladesh's efforts towards
accelerated economic devel-
opment.

With regard to the CoP

21, the foreign minister ap-
plauded France for hosting
the Paris Climate Confer-
ence in December 2015 and
conveved Bangladesh's sup-
port in reaching a universal-
ly accepted legally binding
agreement, .

With regard to Bangla-
desh’s national initiative for
combating climate change
as one of the most climate
vulnerable countries, he in-
formed thal Bangladesh has
created a national fund of
about $400 million from its
own resources for adaptation
and mitigation interventions.

He emphasized the im- |

portangg of the exchange
of parliarfientary . groups
for promoting betler cd‘gp—

eration between Bangladesh
and France and requested
her to send a parliamentary,;
delegation to Bangladesh.

Ali requested the com-
mission president to -send
a business delegation*from
MEDEF, the apex body of
French business and'indus-
tries to Bangladesh, Which
she hssured him of pursuing
with MEDEE

The foreign minister laid ;
srdss on -consolidating the
economic cooperation be-
tween the Lwa. countries by
promoting joint ventures
and enhancing transfer of
technology.
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