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Pvtunivsto "
pay VAT
not students:

‘Muhith, NBR |

Staff Corresponder]t

| _THE finance minister-Abul
~Maal Abdul, Mul;l_@ WL

i
Thursdayv: said the authori-

¢ Ues, of privite; muvers:ty will

have to pay the value added

* tax imposed on the tuition

fees of private universities.

“T'he VAT will not be with-
drawn in any form. It is the
private university authori-
ties who will pay it, not the

sity authorities will not be
of the students,” Muhith said
while speaking to journalists
at the Svlhet Circuit House.
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*students. The private univer-

allowed to raise tuition fees |

Earlier,  the \xatmnalf
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statement said the authorities
of private universities, not the
students, will have to pay 7.5
per cent VAT imposed on the
tuitibn fees of private umvmm—
ties. /
Association of \fon-Gov-

emment Universities, of Bang-.

ladesh president Shéikh Kabir

Hossain rejected outnght the’

1

NBR decision terming it ﬂlogl- .

cal’ and said ‘what NBR is say~,

ing is beyond my understand-
ing, How will the authorities of
private universities pay VAT?
Will they pay it from their own
pockets? VAT will automati-
cally fall on students”.  ¢#
NBR, ‘the central author-
ity of the tax administration

in Bangladesh, issued a state-
ment regarding 7.5 per cent

¢ VAT, and within hours, hun-
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dreds of private university
students on Thursday blocked
at least four imporiant roads of
Dhaka demanding cancella-
tion 7.5 percent VAT, straining
city life for the whole day.

‘It is a private university atl-
thorities' responsibility to pay
the VAT, not of the students.

VAT is included in the current

tuition fee,’ said a NBR state-
ment issued on the day.

VAT was not imposed to-

realise it from students. There
is no scope to increase tuition
fees after imposing VAT, said
_ the statement.
The proposal for 10 per

cent VAT on tuition fees of pri- -
vate universities and medical -

oolleges was later lowered to

+ 7.3 per cent following agitatiorl

of students in June when par-

liament adopted the finance ¢

bill for the new fiscal year
The High Court in’ August
issued a rule asking why the

. decisi-  w impose a 7.5 per-

ce. VAT on the tuition fees
of private universities and
medical and engineering col-
leges should not be declared
sillegal. '

The Awami League-led

- government in 2010 had im-

posed a 4.5 per cent VAT on
private universities but was
forced to backirack from the

.

S M e Wi e e——— e s

decision within a month fol- -

lowing demonstration by stu-
L defgr e

There are over 4.6 lakh stu-

dents at 83 private universi-

i ties, according to the UGC.
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