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' in the country.
. Senior academics say
young leachers have. lost
j interest in higher education
- Qualifications because of
i politicisation of the appolnt-
i ment and promotion pro-
cers, and a lack of funding
for'research. PO
I "Teachers who do not
have higher degrees cannot
1 provide .proper lessons in
! classrooms, which seriougly
} bampers education at ‘the
lertiary level’ said Dhaka
F Unijversity professor emeri-
' tus Serajul Klam Choud-
hury.

True to Serajul’s observa-
| tion, the quality of higher
! education in the country
i also appears to be on the de-
¢ cline off late.
| The latest . University
* Grants Commission's annual
" report described the quality
' of graduates in the country
‘a8 ‘questionable’, as only
' seven to 20 per cent gradu-

ates during the last five years
/ passed the screening test to
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teachers don’t
have PhL)s
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THE number of wx@.aegree_zs

| amorfg teacKers ,'ﬁ{it public

| universities hag come down

t to 44 per cerr%ini_‘aold. from
70 per cent’o 7f

ing to the University Grants

Commission data.
Educationists
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Continued on pdge 2 Col. 5

qualify for the Bangladesh
Civil Service examinations
- an indication that most
graduates are not equipped
to handle one of the more el-

ementary tests of their abili- .

ties.
Many Jeachers who go
aboard for higher education

. do not return to Bangladesh,

contributing o skewering
the figure on post-graduate
education of public univer-
sity teachers;. said another
DU professor emeritus and
immediate past UGC chair-
man, AK Azad Chowdhury.

The UGC data shows the

- numbers of teachers with

postgraduate education de-
grees is steadily declining
over the last two decades, In
1997, about 70, per cent out
of 4,000 university teach-
ers had PhD and other post
graduate degrees, and in
2014, about 44 per cent of
12,000 teachers had PhDs. .
In 2002, about 68 per cent
of 5,450 teachers, in 2011
about 47 of 9,781 teachers
had PhDs. .

tc’atinn at-the tertiary level
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+ ‘The quality of higher
education in Bangiladesh has
declined steadily and alarm-
ingly,” said Serajul.

A two-year of Master of
Philosophy andidtiree to five-
year Dottor of Philosophy
are two of the most cher-
ished postgraduate degrees
among academics.

Senior university profes-
sors said promotions ith-
out a PhD have bécome a lot
easier, further contributing
to the lack of interest in the
qualification: among teach-
ers. :

‘In many cases appoint-
ment and promotion of
teachers take place on po-
litical consideration,’ said
Serajul, .

Searjul and Azad both
said that lack of adequate
funding” for research also
contribute to teachers fail-
ing to take up postgraduate
education,

‘Many public university
teachers do not get research
allowance’ said Azad.

UGC sources said about

ublic univ teachers ™
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20 universities out of 37 do
nol provide research allow-
ance lo, teachers and in the

" rest, teachers get Tk 1200 to
Tk 2000 as research allow-

i

ance.
UGC chairman Abdu! ;
Mannan and education

secretary ~ Nazrul  Islam '
Khan said the number ofl
teachers with PhDs in per- -
centage terms had dropped {
because of the rise in num-
ber of universitics from |
11 in 1997 to 37 in 2014, '
which necessitated the em- 1
ployment of a number. of
young teachers. ;
Scholarship for PhD and !
others degrees aboard has -
also  decreased recently, |
which could be a reason .
for the drop in postgraduate f
education among leachers,I
said Mannan, e
Hesaid currently the UGG |
is encouraging research at |
universities through various '
projects ah,d,‘ql‘gegl the gov- 1
ernment for more budgetary
allocation for poslgraduate{

. ducation. T



