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: GANDA is a republic
q fofficial - name:

" & Republic of Uganda)
I5cated in Eastern Africa, west
- of Kenya, The colonial bound-
aries created by Britain to
-delimit Uganda grouped
together a wide range of eth-
nic groups with different polit-
ical systems and culwres,

| These differences prevented
. the establishment of a working
i .political

communlty  after
independence achieved 1n
1962. During the 1990s, the
government  promulgated
non-party presidemtial and
- legislative clections. The total
nrea of Ugande s 226,040 sq
km (fairly less than double of
Bangladesl) and it harbors
slightly over 32 miflion
(82,369.558; July 2009 cst}
people {aboul 1/4th of
Bangladesh population).
Population growth rate s
2.69% that 1s a bit more than
Bangladesh's 2%, The per
capiia tncome in.Uganda i3
about 5.8 1,100 (2008.esti- .
mate). The literaey rate |s
aboul 66.8% (maler 76.1%,

female: " 57.7%). In 2004,
Uganda spent about 5.2% of
115 GDP In education, which s
more than  double  of
Bangladesh's around 2.2%,
Education is the established
way to enrlchh people with
required knowledge, skills and
attitudes In any  nation,
Requirement for these quali-
ties changes over time and
curriculum requires tine to
time reviston.  Bangladush
completed the third reviston
of the primary curriculum and
such a revision was due on the
lower secqndary fow years
back, need to start innnediate-"
ly and to be followed serially
(cannot be other way tound)
by uppet grades. We can have
a logk Into e education sys-
tem of this Afrlcan country

| influenced by the same UK (as

ours) to find some lessons for
us. The desctiption follews the |
usual format having
Policy &
Administration, the Structure,
Program of Study, Assessment
System and lastly Lessons for
Bangladesh.

1-Education Policy &
Administration

The current educatioh poli-
cy ts on expanding the func-
tional capacity of educational
structures and reducing on the
inequities of access to educa-
tlon between sexes,-geograph-
ical areas, and soclal classecs in
Uganda. It advocates for redis-
trilnition of resources viz a viz
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reforming the educationdl
sector. More resources have
been atlocated to lower educa-
tional public sector through
the UPE (Universal Primary
Education)programme in
order'to efihance equity of
access ‘al, ihat level berween
boys and gitfs. Higher educa-
tion especially tertiary educa-
tion Is increagifigly becoming
liberalized - in Jd¢1 privatized.
ft-in pol-
icy.on the gender 1s}ym“m be
ascompingd, but fob femglts
from poor dispricts, thetr
chanees for higher education
have hecome decimal.

LG-The Structare ° .

Uganda foliows the univer-
sal basie structure of elemen-
tary, secondary and higher
cducation. Primary education
s a 7-year long study. The sec-
ondary education is divided
into two sub-stages: lower and
upper. Duratlon of lower
{called junior) secondary is 4
years, and, the upper second-
ary coursc is shorter (2 years)
termed ‘A’ level. The Baciwelor

Course lasts for 3-4 years; the

duration of Mastcrs Course is
1-2 years. Therefore, the strue-

ture beeomes # + {4+2) + (3/4.

+172). :
Higher Education .
There are both hon-univer-
sity and untversity level higher
cducation. The non-university
level higher education s per-
1ained in techhical colleges for
twe vears leading to the
Ordinary Technician’s
Diploma. Universily level first
stage is Bachelor's Degree pro-
gram in various disciplines
that lasts for 3-4 vears. The
sécond stage is- Master's
Degree course having dura-
tlon of 1-2 years, The PhD is
offered after at least 3 years'
further study and reguires
Individual research work and
the presentation of a thesis.
Teacher Bducation
Pritnaty school 1eachers are
trained at Grade 1 primary
teachers colleges. For lower
primary school, candidates
who Have complcied four
years of secondary education
follow a two-year course lead-
ing to the Grade HI Teachers
Certificate. Upper primary
school teachers who hoid the
Uganda Certificate of
Education follow a one-year
course leading to the Grade IV
Teachers Certificate.
Secondary school teacher?
arc trained at the National
Teachers’,. Colleges, = the
Universjty and the Institute of

Teacher * Education,
Kyambogo. Courses last for
two years. There s also 4
three-year upgrading coufse
for grade IV teachers leading
to the Grade V Teachers
Certificate. To teach in Fonn 6
{Grade 13), teachers imust hold
a Bachelor of Educaton
Degree. .

HI- Program of Study

The primary curriculum has
provisions for 1eaching-learn-
ing  of three languages
{English. mother tengue and
Kiswahill); Mathematics;
Integrated  Science;  Sochal
studies; Agricutture: Heliglous
cducation; An & Technology:
Muisle, Dante & Drama;
Business and
Enwepreneiirshifp education
and Physical ettucation.

The secohdary curriculyn
is lmegrated up ¢ Grade 11
{end of junior secondary} hav-
iing 20% aptlonal subjects that
are: . Practical  siudies
(Business siudies, Home cco-
nomics) and-General studies
{Ans, Musle, Physical educa-
ton! Retiglous cducatlon and

third lnnguage). The 80% Core

subjects  are: English,
Matliematics, Integrated
Science, Social  studies,

Agriculre, Moral Education
and Design & Technofogy. The
upper secondary or Advanced
level (Grades 12-13) is decid-
edly mult-irack having group
based studies on Sclence
(Mathematics, Rlology,
Ehemlstry and Physies) and
Arts  (English  literature,
History and Economics).

IV-Assessment System

In Uganda, there are three
public examinations held up
to the end of pre-university
education. The first one Is on
completlon of the primary
education at Grade-7; this is
the first Primary School
Leaving Certificate (PSLC).
The sgeond one is Uganda
Certificate of Education (UCE)
in completion of the lower
secondary Grade-11 (O level).
The last one Is Uganda
- Advanced  Certificate  of
Education (UACE) after 2
years' further study of A level.

Uganda follows a shinple A-

F, 1-9 system of grading; 1-2 |

very good (distinction); 3-6
credit pass; 7-8 pass grade; 9
fail in the school system.
Grading in higher education
follows class system: Class I =
top hénors; Class 11(i) = hon-
ors upper; Class l1(ii} = honors
lower; Pass = general pass;

“yoar
- belore speciallzed higher edu-

" students get only one year (o'
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and Fail,

V- Lessons for Bangladesh

The majog, characters of
Ugandan education system
that Bangladesh can follow or
adapt can be as follows:

Uganda spends about 5.2%
of her GDP in cducation.
Having a geasp of the essen-
tality of education,
Bangladesh can easily reach
the Ugandan mark surpassing
the present level of spending
{about 2.5%); later we cap 1y
also to reach the UNESCO
standard of 7%.

The duration of itegrated
and universal primary cditea-
tion fo 7 vears in Ugenda; the
baslc swucture at lower sec
ondary educatfon Is also inte-
geated {up to Grade 11) with
few optlonal subjects. Bu
educatlon’ts distingily diversi-
fled us pre-university educa-
ton during CGrades 12-13, In
Bangladesh, we have only 8-
year long integrated and 4-
diversified. education

cation, { propose io follow a 6

(primary) +3 (lower sec) year
integrated and 3 (higher sec)
yeat diversified system that is
ihe most prevalent system all
over the world. When we cun
clevate the pre-university edu-
cation up to Grade 13, only
then we can integrate up
Grade 10 that has been on the
alr since 2005 in Bangladesh.

Religious cducation is o
basic subject only in primary
grades in Uganda; Moral edu-
catlon replaces this in the sec-
ondary, Religion being option-
al there. We can try this to ele-
vate national moral.

Uganda has provision for
three public examinations
before higher education. The
first one Is in completion of
primary (Gradc 7}, second one
in completion of lower sec-
ondary (Grade 11) and the
third one in cowmpletion of
upper sccondary (Grade 13).
We can just follow this plan
having rearranged OUR sys-
tem up to Grade 12 as 6+3+3
structure. At present, we have
no public examination before
Grade 10; primary education;
seems unaccountable. Later
we arrange two public exami-
nations very close jeopardiz-
ing the actual study a1 the
higher secondary level where

learn.

‘The writer is a PhD
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e-matl: gsinollal @vahoo.com l




