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- Education System In Zambia

. AMBIA (s n republic (offi-
chal name: Republic of

Zambla)  located | In
Southern Africa, east of Angola
and  bordered by Congo,
Tanzania and Zimbabwe. The
- lerritory of erstwhile Northern
Rhodesia was renamed Zambla
upon Independence In 1964
{from the UK. The total area of
Zambla is.752,618 sq km (over
flve  times larger than
Bangladesh) and It harbors
fewer than 12 million
(11,862,740; lulr 2008 est.} peo-
ple {about 111280 of Bangladesh
Population). Population growth

s

Bangladesh's 2%. The per caplta
purchasing power parity (ppp)
In Zambia Is abour US 5 1,500
(cqual to Bangtadesh’s ppp).
The literacy rate is about 80,6% -

{malc: 86.8%, female: 74.8%),
Zambfa spends about 3% of Its
GDP in education, higher than
Bangladesh's 2.4%. .
Education s the established
way of enriching people with
required knowledge, skills and
values in  any nation.
Requirement for these qualitles
<hanges over time and curricu-
lnm requires perlodic revision.
Durlng the Independent exis-
tence of Bangladesh, the cur-
rictlum underwent two full
revislons and the primary stage
alone experienced the third

| [ducntion

+revision (hat needs 1o be fol-
lowed serlally (shouldn't be
other way} by upper grades,
Besldes, since n new education
peticy comminee is working

i now, we con have o look into the
i education system of this Alrican
i couney influenced by the UK as
- ours, The deseripiion follows

fornuyt
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Lduentlon in Zamblo Is man: -
aped by the Minlwry  of
Lfueatlon (MO, ‘The wdueas
{lon systom In this eountey has
witffered & decline over the pnst
two decnden 8 o resnb ol o drop
In nationnl revonue, linked 1o
the low copper tan expon e
ol Zamblw) prices winl stibyiings
tlal incrense Ih- Miek cosis

the  usunl ,wving

Deaplie thls sm back the
“smhlon government has imade

rate 18 1.6% that ks less, thpn'-
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serious effort to recover and
reform the education secior.
The government is committed
to the Miliennlum Development
Gonls (MDGs} and Fducation
For All (EFA) objectives The
MOE ‘Is supportive of free pri.
mary education that hus result»
ed In a massive increase In
enrdlinent, basic education
belng up to'grade-9.

{I-The Structure

Zambla follows the unlversal
basic structure of primary, sec-
ondary and higher educatloi,
Primary education is a 7-ycar
study divided Into Jdwer (grades
1-4) and uppcr‘(g@desaﬁ-?).
Secondary educationSnists for 5
-years; divided into two (hequal
parts:.2 years (grades 829) junior
and 3 years (grades 10-13) sen.
for. The usual Bachelor course
In universities lasts at least for 4
years and the Masters usually
for 2 year. Therefore, the struc-
ture becomes ({44314 {2] £3) +
(4+2).

er Education

*
Zambia has both non-univer- =~
sity (technical) dh@Tuniversity .

level higher education. The first

hase of university educatfon
eads to a Bachelor's Degree. It
usually lasts for 4 years, except
In Medicine and Engineering,
which take 5-6 years. A further 2
years' study lcading- to a
Master's Degree is the second
phase. The third phase Is doc-
toral research that usually 1akes
4 years. )

. Teacher Education

The training of tenchers at the
. primary fevel tokes place in pri-s
mary school teacher tralning
colleges. Afier completlon of the
course, studlents are awarded
certifientes, The duration of the
course is 2 years. The trnining of
tonchers st secondary lavel
» tnkes plnce I tonchers’ collopes
-and at 1he Unlversity of Zambin,
Colloges nward Certlffcnies nnd
Diplomes ofter 8 ard 4 yonrs
rospectlvely, Thosa tramed ne
n vml!hf favel are nwarded
dogreos ufter 4 o1 B yonrs,

M- Program of Swdy

The ptlmur‘- currleuhnn
Ineludos tho subjdets: Hinglish
Innguaye, orithmetle (number
workl, sclenee in the oiviron-
Lmant, soclal stuclies, arts nnd
crentive aetlvity ciubs, “The jun.
lur sceondory course provides

for studylng English, mathemat-
fcs, - environmental  sclence,
clvies, history, geography, book-
keeping, Arable {non-Muslims
are offered other subjects ke
office practice), Islamic educa-
tlon (nen*Muslims are offered
other subjects such as art),
physical education and infor-
mation technology.

The senior secandary cur-
rleuhtm s clearly diversifled
having a set of “core”.and
another of optionsl subjects.
The core subjects are: English,
math and a sclence subject,
There is a wide range of option-
al subjecis in the flelds of
humantties (languages and vari-
ous goclal sciences), science,
mathematics, commerce, and
technical, practical and acsthet-
lc arcas. '

~V-Assessment

Id Zambia, there are. three
public examinations held before
entering the universities. The
first one.is-on.completion of the
primary education at grade-7,
This ' 15 _~Ptlmary School
Certificate examination. The
second one is in completion of
Juniot sccondary at grade-9 and
Is termed Junlor Secondary
School Centificate. The third one
is held in completlon of senlor
secondary at grade-12 and [s
termed Generd! Cendficate of
Education (GCE) or Zambian
School Centficate.

Grading system

Zambia follows wo distinct
Fmding systems m school. and
itgher educatlon. For school’
education 4° 9-polnt scale is
uged. 1-2 = Distlncilon, 3-4 =
Merlt, 56 = Credlt, 7.8 =
Satlsfactory and 8
=Unsatisfactory (fall). 1h higher
cducatlon, lettor grading is
used. The grades are! A+ nnd Aw
Iistinction, B+ « Merltarlous, B
»  Vory Snilafoctory, § =
Silsfuctory €4 w Deflnlte Pags,
1'm Paws, C w Dare Pass, CP =
Gompensatory Pogs, D+ o lingo
Fall, 13w Cloar 1l) and 71ve
Warthloas. .

V- Lassani for Bangladssh

The majer characiers of the
atlugatlon n'ysmm in Zambia
thal Bangtadesh can follow or
adapt can be as follows:

Heonumy of Zembla, In terms
o purchasing power parity
(ppunt s slmallar 10 that of
Bunglwdosty yer she spends

LJ

arctund 3% of her GDP In educa-
tlon a‘?ﬂnsl otir at best 2,.4% of
GDP devoted to education sec-

" tor. This explains how Zambla's

literacy rate reached over 80%
ageinst our 489%. We should first
allocate money at Zamblan
scale and later ¢an try to reach
gradually the UNESCO standard
of 7% spending in education.
The duration of primary edu-
catlon Is 7 years in Zambin, but
basic and compulsory educa-
tion IS up to grade-9. Instead of
long-standing {since 1974) over-

-ambitious plart. of &-year long

primary cducation, Bangladesh
cin better follow the universal
pattern of 6-year primary.

In Zambia, basic and inte-
grated education s up to grade-
9. We can Just follow this gradi-

ally after implementing 6-year |

compulsory primary educatlon,
keeping grades 7-9 {fower sec-
ondary) In sccondaty schools.
This would be-in conformity
with the most prevalent world
education structure: 6+3+3 for
which [ have begn campaigning
forlong. = .. .
Zambian senior secondary
core subjects contain a sclence
subject. We tan think of such a
compulsory study on baslc sci-
ence up to higher scconddfy.
Zambia has- provision for
thtec  pre-university public
examinations, These are ai
grade-7, grade-9 and grade-12.
We arrange the flrst public
examinatlon after long 10 years
of sridy and then two secondary
examinations very closc 1o eech
other, This arrangement has
been depriving the higher sec-
ondary students of propor
learning, Cur primary oduca-
tlon is unaccountable, swhito
higher secondary students vir
winlly running nfier exnmina.
ton Just on emolment, To
ansure systemic nccmnnlablmr.
wa should srrango three public
axaminmions beforo  higher
cducntlon placing those at logls

eal distances, | propose 1o

nrrnn%e Ipul;llc oxaminatlon In
complatfon of lmmnry. lowar
sccondnry and highor soconzt
ary o grade-8, grado-9 pnd
grade-12 respectivoly, '
Thewriterisa R
candidate in NT? “...gapora; e
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