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SAARC Ministers’ meetends .

4-pt Dhaka Declaration on
climate change adopted -

SAARC Environmeni Ministers’

mecting on climate change ended '

in Dhaka on Thursday adopting a
4-point-Dhaka Declaration calling
for enhancing south-south coop-

eration’ in technology .develop- -

ment and transfer for mitigation

of and adaptation to - climate-

change adversities, reports UNB.
The one-day ministerial nicet-
ing of the forum of South Asian

nations also adopted 4 7-point.~

SAARC action plan on -climaie
change to identify and create op-
portwinities for activities achiev-

able through regional cooperation |

and provide impew3 for tégional-

level action againgt  climare
change throngh national-level
activities. ’

In the Dhaka Declaration™the '

SAARC, countries committed to
promoting programs for, mass
awareness on climate change and

. glohal

Dhaka declation .
{ From Pige 1 Col.8)

into the atmosphere which cause
warming and resultant
climate change.

Special Assistant 10 CA for En-
vironment Ministry Raja Devashis
Roy told a press conference that
the goveminent has allocated Tk
300 crore in the national budget to
deal with detrimental effects of .
the climate change. “This is a
positive signal that Bangladesh
government has taken up the is-
sue seriously.”

He hoped ,that more funds

¢ might be mobilized from the Lon-

don Conference on Bangladesh
climate change to be held in Sep-
tember against the backdrop of,
last year's disastrous floods and
cyclone Sidr.

In reply to a question, Roy.said”
SAARC ministers agreed in princi-
ple 1o set up a fund on climate
change and more discussions
would take place at the SAARC
Colombe summit,

He sad sea-leve! rise is (he
main concern for Bangladesh as
the UN-sponsered * Inter-
governmeital Panel on Climate
Change reports that the country
could lose as much as & thind ol ns
landmass due to the tise in sca
level. .

However, Roy said there is no
need to get alarmed. There is time
for preparations to face the ad-
verse Impacts of changing climaie.

The SAARC action plan focuses
on seven priority areas-adaptation
to climate change, climate-chauge
mitigation, actions for technology
transfer, finante and invesuncit,
education and awareness, man-
agement of impacts and risks duc
to climate change, and capacity
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- dustrialized , countries to - fulfili
- their commitments as UN Frame-

inculcate habits towards a “low-
catbon society”, |

1t carries the resolve to cooper-
-ate on climate-change issues for
capacity butlding, including the -
development of CDM (Clean De-
velopment Management) projects
and en incentives for reinoval of
Greenholise Gas by sinks, sharing
of the results of research and de-
“velopnient for mitigating the ef-
fects of climatc change and un-
deriaking adapiation measures.

The ministerial meeting agreed
to initiaté’ and implement pro-
grams as per SAARC practice for
adaptation for «dealing with on-
slaught of climate change, in order
Lo pretect people’s lives and liveli-
hoads. for food, water and encrgy
securiies. - -

It also cdlled upon Annex-1 in-

work Convention for Climate
Change for providing additional
resolirces, as they are Ufe main
contributors to carbou erissions

building for international nego-_i
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