" N I e . “_‘{_,_ﬂ_,m__“_“l
The Bangladesh Qbserver 155 = =5~ = |

il 9 0CTT2008T 2 ;

S,
L

Chief Adviser Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed on Saturday hoped that
Asian  University for Women
(AUW) will inspire women gen-
erations for pursuing best educa-
tion they can, reports BSS. _

"Bangladesh has been able to
make exemplary strides in cmn-
powering women-in cducauop. in
economic fields such as micro-
finance and protection of rights"
he said and added now the coun-
try is deeply enthralled at the op-
portunity to host the AUW. _

The university is located in
Chitiagong, at an attractive hilly
landscape in Pahartali area.

The Chief Adviser, who is also
the chief patron. of AUW, said t]ns
while addressing the launching

ceremony of Asian University for
s ———____

AUW to help boost §
women education: CA:

Women (AUW) held ar Bangla-
desh-China Friendship Confer-
ence Center (BCFCC).

Adviser, high civil and military
officials, educationisis, dignitaries
and students attended the cere-
mony chaired by the Chiel' Ad-
viser.

Nobel laureate and Founder of
Grameen Bank Prof Muhammad
Yunus was the chief guest on the
occasion. .

Chairman, Board of the AUW
Support Foundation Jack Meyer,
Co- Chair and Member of Parlia-
ment and former minister of
Denmark Ms Lone Dybkjaer, Act-
ing Vice-Chancellor and Provost
of AUW Dr Hoon Eng Khoo and
member of the Foundation Kathy
Matsui spoke on the occasion.

AUW-tohelp T

hruddin said and added in the
Next year students from another
five countries will-become repre-
sented in the student body.

President and CEQ of the
Foundation Kamal ,Ahmad con-
ducted the programme. The pro-
gramme was followed by a cul-
tural function. .

Women students from Cambo-
dia, Myanmar, India, Pakistan,

Nepal, Sri Lanka and host Bangla- ‘

desh are now studying in AUW.

The government of Bangladesh
has donated 104 acres of land for
establishing the women university
in Chittagong.

AUW started its Access Acad-
ey, a pre-collegiate bridge pro-
gramme, from last March 10 pre-
pare its students for pursuing
university education. _

AUW has already students of six
different Asian countries, Dr Fak-
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half of its new enrollments to sny-

. dents who are the first in their
families ever to enter university.

Lauding its commitment 1o be

open to the studems from difer-

ent national backgrounds in Asia,
the Chief Adviser said, the AUW
can help create new patl:way for
families to break the vicious cvcle
of social exclusion.

Expressing his satisfaction at
the large'scale globaMmobilization
of support triggered by the AUW
in its behalf, he safd, it is a rarc
occasion indeed when a praject
conceived in-Bangladesh atiracts
support from different corners
and dignitaries.

Referring to progress of AUW,
Dr Fakhruddin said, 2 new Asian
identity can help our region in
tuming the exwra ordinary eco-
nomic strides made by a few Asian
countries known as the ‘Asian
Miracle' into a wruly Asian phe-
nemenon.

The Chief Adviser said AUw -
could make an important contri-
bution to fostering excellence in
higher education by actively en-
Baging in recruing the most
gifted students from across Asia
and faculty from all over the
world,

By bringing women from all
across Asia, Dr Fakhruddin said
AUW could also help forge a new
Asfan idetity that could be i
mensely  beneficlal in a region
where cconomic prosperity has
accrued unevenly.,

In Asia, he said most successful
new econoies in the world today
exist side By side with largest con-
cenfration of poverty in the world,

Nobet laureate Prof Yunus said,
the AUW will be g melting pot for
Asia where girl swdems from dif-
ferent countries, ethnicitics, lan- T
Kuages and religions will study
ogether and will transfonn them
inte new human being.

Lommon  people's daughters
will et nccess 10 the education of
AUW, Dr Yunus hoped and added
this center off knowledge and ex.-
-cellence will present such sw-
dents wha will have capaclty and
wistlom 1o solve the problems of
their own cotmmunity and will not
‘be isolmied from 1he respective i
sotletics. . '
He also hopued tine AUW will seq VY
examples to othurs in educniing
the students whty will neg only
create Jobs for their own bue gl
will provide jubs for niany othes,

Dr  Fakhruddly appreviated
AUW's decision 1o reserve one.* |




