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FIGHTING POVERTY WITH EDUCATION

Chlld_ren s edn takes priori
in Burlchang

WAaSsIM BIN HaBIB, /
Back From Comilla ”\
Poverty could not hold back Maya
‘Debnath, daughter of a
n‘ckshawpu]]er, from continuing her

-education, She didn't even miss a

single class at her school. According

- to her teachers, she is also doing well

inherstudies,

Maya, a student of class V at
Burichang Government Primary
School, also helps her family eamn
some money as her ailing father
Khokon Debnath finds it difficult to
makeendsmect.

She along with her siblings makes
paper packets and sells them to
nearby shops. Her younger sister
Shikha is also a studentof class two at
thesamescheol.

Maya lives in a thatched house
with her parents, which is located
justbehind the school. They have no
praperty except this house, But she
did not surrender to poverty. She
manages to keep her and her sisters
education on track through sclling
paper packets,

Her source of inspiration is her
‘mother. "My mother told me that
poor students can also do many
lhmgs like others through educa-
tion," said Maya,

"Our schoolteachers also i mspuc
usalottopursue studies,” sheadded.

Mohammad.Yunus, headmaster
of Burichang Primary School, said
they give old answersheetsto Maya's
family and they made packets from
the sheets in a particular time of a
day. Maya then sells the packets to
different shops, which helps mect
educational expenses of the two

© sisters,

Against. all the odds, the two
sisters did not miss a single class and
theyaredoingwellintheirstudies, he
toldagroup ofjournalists who visited
several scheols in Burichang recently
under a projeer titled 'Communica-
tion activities for children and
womendevelopment'.

Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS) is excouting the third phasc of
the project with the financial assis-
tance of Unicef.

There are many other familics like

Maya's in Burichang, Comilla, who
give topmost priority to their chil-
dren'’s education, although they are
suffering from grinding poverty.

The cnrolment rate in the schools
in Burithang is about 96 percent and
the mothers play a vital role in this
regard, according 0 a survey on
primary education.

A total of 46,816 children, aged
between 6 and 10, arc currently
enrollied at atotal of 137 government,
registered non-government and
community primary schools where
the percentage of girls is higher than
thatofboys.

The dropout rate has also
decreased to5 percent, itadded.

Government scholarship
programmes also contribute to the
rise in the attendance in the primary
schools, said many schoolteachers
and parentsin Burichang.

If the government increases the
number of such scholarships, many
parents will refrain frem sending
their children to workplaces, they
observed.

Mohammad Yunus said a total of

59 students, out of 61, have com-
pleted the primarylevellastyear,

He also said the dropout rate
of the schoolis only three percent
and the number of dropout has
decreased in the last couple of
years.

He, however, said the attendance
rate decreases during the harvesting
period as many parents engage their
childrenintheworkat fields.

"But we are trying to increase the
number and we often hold meetings
with the parents to encourage them
to send their children to schools,” he
said.

Upazila Education Officer
SanchitaDas said about 96 percent of
children in Burichang are now going
to school and they are trying to raise
thefigureto 100 percent.

However, she thinks quality
teachers and structural develop-
mentofthe schoolshave contributed
to the rise in enrclment in the pri-
maryschools.

"We are trying to enhance the
quality instead of quanuty. she
said.



