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"Edn quality of* Enghsh mediu

Engllsh medlum schools are
economically viable. But in pio-
viding educational services in-
cluding recreations and sporting
they are laggmg behind. I the
name of promising education,
they are  doing brisk businesses.
This is mainly because of ap-
pointing many low-quality teach-
ing staff. ) yd

According to sources, operators

. of many English medium schools
are recruiting teachers of under-
graduate and under-H3C back-
ground and they are being pro-
vided with poor remuneration.
This encourages the teachers to go
for second option of income-
‘honie tutarials while the parents

- are hir@g_ university. students (o

~
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help their ch:klnn In_am their
difficult textures or do the home
wdlEkducation quallty of Eng]:sh
medium schools in Dhaka is not -
up to- the mark due to teaching
inadequacies in  the leading ”
schools, said Dhaka ,Umversnty

fice-Chancellor SMA Faiz at a’
“ recent seminar. He was speaking
- as the chief guest at the seminar

attended by a_group of English™
daily Editors, including News To-,
day Editor Reazuddin Ahmed and
Independent Editor Mahbubut
Alam echoed the same views and
expréssed their | hopelessness.
Financial Express Editor Mo-
azzem Hossain said, They are
chargmg much but giving less,”
To make a mark in English litet-

_.&CY. a standard of syntax of hler-

acy -must be introduced”, He

_added.,,

« Civil soclety thlnkers opmed
-'that education is the backboneé of
devclopmems The future of the
middle _income groups who are
. striving , for finding ~ déstination
after 2021 is virtually bleak: To
cope with the growing competi-
tion of the twenty first century, the
*home textures as well as teaching
musf be merged with the. latest’
progress of philology. In the West,
the. governments and the -civil

" society and charity funds includ-

ing "Clinton Global Initidtive”
have been raising funds from the
world's rich :men like Bill Gates.

. _But in Bangladesh charity money

_schools not up to mark

t

begged by the NGOs
BRAC hardly reaches uu
poor. Not. only that the
biggest NGO, World Vision
raises. charity funds frc
cuuntries and having a vast
age m Bangladesh has bec!
tioning poorly. Due fo ung
Jdistribution of funds in th
aréas, their_education anc
schemes aré failing 1o suc
per the need of the society.
Newly emerged Nagoril
mittee which has been wor
a prescription {or the comi
ernment stressed the nee
wide-scale expansion of
Jional  programmes  acre
country involving fhe lat
(See pape 15 Col. .
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ern s to monitor :h( aclivitles
of tr':}! education-providl ng NGOs. -
Meanwhile, teacheirs com-.
plained that although their
schools charge more flan 80 per

. cent higher fees from th e students

than those of public s¢ hools, the
remuneration packaget: for them
are a mesger. This com: ipels many ;
teachers to run un authorised :-
coaching centres. And .the parents -
take tutors to
children as perthe defnand of ihe*
competitive world.  *

Since the ninetles, linglish me-
diuin scheols made a- mushroom
growth. Most of them, are run by
cominercial men who show hardly
any seriousness In imj;roving thelr
teaching quality. Im[:rortantly the

. leading schools inchitding -Scho-
; lastica, Mastermind, - Maple leaf

have wide campuses twt in terms -
of recreational faciliti’zs, they are

groona-up -thelr..

" facilities which are essenna. -

the students. Some of the local
schools are following the philoso-
phy of Tagore who had preached
for learning Bangla first to mature
their literagy in English.

Meanwhile, ‘the Education
Ministry allowed to form assocla-
tion of Kindergartens in the city. -
But the ministry did not see how
much capable these schools to'
. prepare thé kids. Most shocking is .
that. helow SSG or. below igher ..
_ secondary | gvel teacheit lare.
“teaching ini* te schools in, the city.”
Even the President and General
Secretary or the leaders of the
association hold very poor ace-.
-demlic base. Practically, they are .
menting money in the name of
~providing schooling.

Presently there are more than
27,000 Kindergarten schoois in th
.city. Their number was only
*12,000

lagging far behind ci>mpared to b -- —-

international standard s, .,
Many English med um schools

are running on foreigl s funds. The

Intemational denor ugencnes in-

cluding the World Biink and the

Asian Development, Bank and

foreign-NGOs ate prc| viding funds

and peripheral faciliti es to world-
marking the educatm n quality in
Bangladesh. i

Meanwhile, it is* learnt that
most of the teachers ii 1 the English ,
medium schools holid very poor.
academic qualny as virell as exper-
tise. This is for the fiict that they™
are pohtlca!ly appoint ed.

There is good nuber of Eng- |
lish medium schools " in the newly’.
grown residential arc as including”’
Uttara Model Towii, Banasree .
housing projects. I ducaton in-
those schools is not £it for groom-
ing up a child so tha t he/she can -
compete internationtilly. Only in,
the Britsh Council,- schooling is
still dominating in * the field of
imparting diversifiezl educadon. :
The diversified edu:.cation pro-
grammes of the foreign schools |
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