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Teachers' strike continues: <\

'Uncertainty looms,

‘over students fate

Uncertainty looms large over

the fate of tens and thousands of- .

students of country's non-
guovernment  schools, madrasas
and colleges as their teachers
continued strike for the sixth con-
secuitive day Tuesday, reports BD
Nuws, )
' Meanwhile, although the gov-
ernment was supposed to issue a
\{ress Note regarding the deimands

of the reachers Tucsday, the Edu-
cation Ministry sources said the
govemment is yet to decide on the
issne.

Due to the disagreements-be-
tween the education and Finance
Ministries, the situation is gradu-
ally worsening, the sources added,

"Lducation  Minister  (Osman
Farruk agreed io increase the ba-
sic salary of the teacher 1o 95 per

———

cent from the existing 90 per cent
but Finance Minister Saifur Rah-

man declined to endorsc it .on -

grounds of fund constraint,” the
Education Ministry sources said.
State minister of'education Eh-
sanul Haque Milon also cited the
financial crisis as the main ob-

Struction in meeting the demands

of the teachers.

While ialking to BD News, the
State Minister said, "We are the
parents of this sector. Have you
.ever heard of any whao ignores the
demand of the child?, Qur Prime
Minister is concerned about the
demands of teachers.”

He added. teachers should be
given the highest remunera-
tion...otherwise talented ones will
never be interested in this profes-
sion, But the financial constraint
held the Government back. He,
however, said, "We have give
them maximuny facility. the pra
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tice bugan from the cra of Presij-
dent Ziaur Rahman.” .

Over the mounting demand o
teachers for his resignation, Milon
said, "Those who want us to resign
are not reachers at all, but if the
crisis of Tk 400 crore is met with
this, 1 am ready to resign right
now,”

Terming his comment as lofty
wotds, National Front of Teachers
and Employees (NFTIL) convener
Kazi Farug Ahmed in an instane
reaction said, " President Ziuur
Rahman not only brought us un-

der pay scale, but also allocated

money with the arrears of previ-
ous 17 months. But Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda Ziaz is violatng the
pledges she made in the election
manifesto.” .

In between the haggle of the
aghtating 1eachers and the Gov-
emment, swdents are suffering
terribly, since the three alliances o
teachers and employees of non-
government {nstitutions vowed to
continue their movement il their
demands are not realised.
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