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Students from different schools|in the city chant slogans against ¢orrupt officials of the National Curriculum and Texthook Board
NCTB) and Beximco as they march towards the Ministry of Education yesterday. The processionists demanded trial of the people
‘esponsible for delay in printing and distribution of textbooks for the current academic session.
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Protest against edn ministry

PM's Office asks again for legal action

Hundreds of students yester-

day staged a demonsiration in the
city against the Education Minis-
try protesiing non-avallabtlity of
textbooks for secondary level
students.
. Earlier, the students hrought
out a procession from Lhe Dhaka
University and gathered in front
ofthe Jatlya Press Club.

The studenls. mostly from
diffcrent high schools In the city,
chanled various slogans against
the “corrupt” officlals of Natlonal
Curriculum and Textbook Board
{NCTB) and Beximeo for the delay
and brregularities {n printing and
distribution of texibooks.

They demanded (rial of Lhe
officlals of NCTB. Educailon
Mintstry and Beximes thvolved in

" the iIrregularities’,

Thelr other demands include
Inunediate supply of textbooks.
withdrawal of the books contain-
ing error an end o irredularites
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in printing texthooks.

Samajtantrik Chhatra Front
{SCF) called the demonstration.

Meanwhile, for the second
time. the Prime Minister's office
asked the Education Ministry io
take legal action against the
printers and distributors for thelr
faflure to supply textbooks in
time,

The PM's office carlier this
month gave the same Instruction
but there was no respense from
the minislry. sources conccrned
alleged.

Insiead. after a long delay, the
minisiry just forwarded a note
with some rcports of NCTB
regarding "progress in printing
and distribution” of textbooks.

Thie Prime Minisiér's office ofy -

January 2 asked the Bducation
Secretary to take legal aciion
against the defaulting printers
withina weck.

The PM office has expressed

dissatisfaction over the issue and
asked for "specific comments”
from the Ministry whether the
printer performed the job prop-
crly.

Taking the advantage of poor
supply of textbooks. a scction of
unscrupulous businessmen in
different part of the city are sell-
ing texibooks of secondary level
at higher prices, sources said.

Allegations have it Lhat
Pustaka. a Beximeo concern, has
given its dealership lo owners of
petrol pumps and sellers of con-
siruction maicrial and homeo-
pathlc medicine instcad of real
booksellers for distribution of
texibooks printed by 1.

The SCF held two rallies, one
in front of the DUCSL building on
the DhaRh University eampus™
and the other In front of Jallya
Press Club before and afler the
procession respectively.
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Addressing the rally, SC!
leaders sald, the textbooks
printed using low quality pape
are full of crrors.

Books printed for free distribu
tion are being sold in shops. the
alleged. The Pustaka has sold ou
allotment letters o five note bool
printers in the city 1o make profit




