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‘, When one-fourth of the total students appearing in
& public examination come out successful, the entire

System of examination and preparation for it should:

come, under close scrutiny. Aptly called a debacle of -

the HSC (Higher Secondary Certificate) results, the

merit evaluation js however just a symptom, not the .

disease itself, Something has gone terribly wrong with
- -our education and still the nation seems to be bliss-
fully unconcerned. That a few colleges or schoois
have enviable results to their credit both at the SSC

lised and is not entirely devoid of quality.,
‘If a few educational institutions can achieve phe-
homenal success year after year, it shows tha} those

institutions are i effeciently- and would not com--

tional institutions, barring of course the elite ones, give
a damn to such essentjal factors. In plain terms teach-
ing, the' 'most'importfan.t thing for educatjonal institu-
tions, is: done only perfunctorily or even casually. The
counirys education policy is partly to blame, Policy-

makers were rushing through a time frame 1o establish

schoals and colleges without being armed with the best

asset—:-nteachers of requisite quality, that js. Initially the

profession also was not Paying enough. Only recently
has its Pay-package been made somewhat respectable.
But deither poor quality in the Profession nor the

the subject.

It must be admitted that there is no substitute for
qualified teachers and quality teaching, Shortcomings
in infrastructural facilities may perhaps be overcome
dut not that of good teachers with integrity of charac-
er. Yel another factor thar should be taken into con-
ideration is the freqient change in the curricula at the
I5C level: Before the teachers have adequately famil.
arised hemselves with the given curricula, revisions

y it. The end result is that students are sent to the ex..
minati(ﬁn centres in the knowledge that they might
dopt u fair Means (o cross the hurdle, This is cer-
inly a}'ﬂawed system. Thereais no point in establish-

& a schod! or college that has failed to attract quai-
ad teachare g



