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DUCATION is considered an
important factor™ in develop-
}ment. It contributes to the promo-
tion of material resources through
development of trained staff and
specialised manpower. It is likewise
an operation aimed at preparing the
individual for active participation in
society, that is. as a citizen who can
be active at all levels, not merely for
production purpose. Society is gra-
dually transformed into modernisa-
tion by balanced emphasis both on
liberal, and specialised education.
Librarianship . is concerned in
varying degrees with the whole range
‘of human koowledge. However.
there is a certain body of knowledge

which all professional librarians are

assumed to possess. such as adminis-
tration, planning, seiection, procure-
ment. organization, preservation,
storing, dissemination and inter-
pretation of the means of human
commuaication. |
* “The eredit of establishing the first
and formal schoo! for training of
librarians goes to Molvil Dewey. In
1887 He was successful in Qpening the
. school of library cconomy at Col-
umbia College. It was transfetred to
‘the New York State Library -at
' Albany in 1989 as the New York
+State Library School.

Great Britain was the first country
. in the world to establish libraries
through legislation-Public. Library

ies. library education in UK started
as an apprenticeship in the libraries.
Eventually its Library Association
instituted an examination system and
to give halmark to the Ssuccessful
candidates.

Library training in Great Britatn.
was thus, taken up as one of the
functions of the Library Association
through apprenticeship. It was only
in 1921 -that the London Schoo! of
Librarianship was establisped.

Library science teachig m India
subcontinent dates back to 1910.

from 1941 and the activities of Wil-
liam Alanson Borden. an American

| wey. Borden spent three years in
Buroda, where, in addition to de-
y veloping libraries throughout the
state, he started a library school.
It is-significant to note that there
was no growth of library education in

Bangladesh. till early 60's. But many

" pioneer librarians felt the need.
Though the Dhaka University is the

oldest University of Banpladeash,

¢stablished in 1921, it had not und
. er-
taken the task of conducting . any
training  programme
Tse of thirty years yp

breakthrough, however
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Forma! education in India started

Librarian and pupil of Molvil De-

months,
such  courses during  1972-1979

(

small. in 1952 when the first three-
month. Certificate Course in Libra-
rianship was instituted at Dhaka Uni-

" versity by the Late Mr. Fazle Eiahi.

the then librarian of the University.
But the course was discountined af-
ter a single session.

In 1953. higher training facilitigs
were given to two practising libra-
rians : the late Mr. Abdur Rahman

Mirdah, Librarian of Ahsanuiiah En- .

gineering Coliege. Dhaka. for tram-
ing in Newzealand and the laie Mr.
AF.M. Shamsul Haque, Librarian
and Kipper of records, Secretariat

Library, Dhaka, for training in Au-,

stralia. Mr. Ahmad Hussain and Mr.
M.S. Khan were sent to U.S.A. and

U.K.. respectively. in 1951 for train-

ing in Library Science. Mr. Ahmad
Hussain took his M.S. Degree in
Library Science from the University
of Columbta. |
They returned to Bangladesh in

1955 and 1956. respectively, on com-.

pletion of their studies at the Uni-
versity. of Columbia and School of
Librarianship and \Archives in the
University of London.

The Dhaka University started a
three-month certificate course in
librarianship known as Fulbright
Course, from the session }953-36.
Such four Fulbright Courses were
held upto 1958-59 with the help and
assistance of the United Stated

Education Foundation.

The East Pakistan Library Asso-
ciation (Now Library Association of

Bangladesh) started an undergradu-

ate Certificate Course from 1958.

The duration of the course is Si¥ .

months. The Association has so far
conducted 49 such courses and pro-
duced wmore than -1000 sub-
professionals. The programme of the
course is at present governed by the

Library Training. Institute estab-°

lished by the Government of Bang-
ladesh in the year 1976 under a

development-plan. The institute s

located a1 the-Bangladesh Central
Public Library building and managed
by the Library Association of Bang-
ladesh. -

Bangladesh  Library  Council
formerly Pakistan Special Library
Association which came into being in
1968 had been conducting a certifi-
cate course in Librarianship at
undergraduate level since 1972. The
duration of the course was six
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Short- Courses: NEAER
National [nstitute of Education
Administration. .Extension and Re-
search had been conducting a short

course of 2 to 4 weeks duration for

secondary schoéi tcachers upto 1963.
The course nas remained suspended
since 1983.

\The Nationa! Book Centre. Bang-
¢ladesh. has conducted a pood num-
ber of short courses for ten days for
the rural library organizers and
workers -of Bangladesh. Such a
course was also conducted by Jessore
Public Library in 1984 with the coop-
eration -of Mational Book Centre.
Bangiadesh. |

Nationa! Institute of Public Adm-
nistration, - NIPA. conducted a
course from 24-1-1975 to 12-2-1975
on Library Administration. Two
similar courses were also conducted
by Civil-Officers Training Academy
for one to two weeks in 1982 and
1983, ' '

Teachers Training College : The
teacher’s training colleges prepare
gradvate teachers of sccondary
schools by offering one-year course
in Librarianship to those who opt for
the subject, from the session 1975-
76. Library Science was introduced
as an optional subject in the curricu-
jam of Dhaka. Rajshahi. and Khuina

Teacher's  Training  Colleges.
Mymenshingh  (Mens) - Teacher’s
Training College also  started

teaching Library Science an an
optional subject from the session
- 1981-82. |

Dhaka University : Due to the
continuous efforts of Mr. M5,

Khan. Librarian of Dhaka Umversi-

ty. the post-graduate diploma in Lib-
rary Science course was introduced

in 1959 a1 the Dhaka University. In.
* 1962-63

academic session past-
graduate course in Library Science
leading to Masters Degree course at

Dhaka Uni ersity was instituted.

The University was convinced aboul
the success of the course and insti-
tuted the Department of library sci-
ence f{rom the session §964-1965
under the Faculty of Arts. From the
Academic session 1975-76 Dhaka
University staried M.A. Preliminary
course and thereby tow-year Masters

degree programine in Library Scien-

~¢¢ was. introduced.

The University of Dhaka renamed I

rary Education/

, ladesh. The existing facilities for.
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ing of Honours Course (n LiOrary -
and Information Science in 1987-88
and thereby it suspended the diplo--
ma course. The Dhaka University
also offers the M.Phil and Doctorate;
Degree in Library and Information,
Science. o
The University offered the Library.
Association of Bangladesh to intro- ;
- duce diploma course and thus the,
Association  started  the  post-
graduate diploma course in its Lib- ",
rary Training Institute from the;,
academic session 1989-90. Dhaka
University Authority passed a fe-
solution to introduce Library and:
Information Science as an elective
subject at the graduation level. -

Bangladesh Education Commis- |
sion (1974) recommended for the!
institution of a full-fledged depart-
ment of Library Science Education at'
Rajshahi. Chittagong and Jahangir-:
nagar Univérsities. |

Rajshahi University : The Rajsha- -
hi University started Post-Graduate |
Dipioma course In |_ibrarianship |
from 1991. | .

Besides these. two or three special
training courses on librzry organisa-
tion and management were con-
ducted by the British Council in,
Bangladesh for the working hbra-
rians of colleges and univerisities.
Such technical courses were also .,
conducted by Dr. M.H..Khan for the
University cataloguers during 1986
) . |

[t is estimated that there are.about i
1000 post-graduate diploma holders., |
600 Masters degree holders anid 2000 |
certificate holders in Librarianship .
from various institutions in Bang- |

library education in Bangladesh are
not sufficient 1o meet the increasing’
need as there has been a greal
increase in the number of education- |
al instifutions and organizations \n
both public and private sectors and
these institutions and organizations '
depend largely on the use of books
and other reading. visnal and audio-
visual materials. A good number of |
libraries have already come into ex-
istence but many of them lack prop- |
erly qualified and trained manpower. |
Library education” and need for
qualified mampower for different
types of libraries in Bangladesh is a
burning issue. To cope with the.
present situation, it is proposed that

the government should come . for-
ward with the provision for {urther .

;,gsgsmn of library educaton ang

we - manpower  devlopmen
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