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This is a short description of

" myv study on University Library

Development in the United King-
dom. In carried out my study be-
tween February and May 1991,
during my attachment to
Southamption University Library.
Prior to this attachment I was ip
Cambridge, between October 1990
and January 1991 for my orienta-
tion and during that period [ was
able to visn libraries in Oxford
and University of Cambnidge.

My study. was of University
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-Stanford University said - "The i-

brary is the heart of the University;
a-hecalthy University cannot be
‘without a healthy hibrary”. While
emphasising the importance of a
University Library Dr Sloman,
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and managing the ﬁmfc&nw_m col-
lection. There has also been an
important development in Online

~ITL 8046, housed in the Library's
" {Onhne

_.:E.
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All of the University activitics,

including the main library and its.

Scicnce Scction (in a scparate

and binding contro} are run on an  ‘byilding) are centred on the Uni-

computer room. The OPAC
Public’ Access Catdloguc)

versity Campus. There are more

than 36 departments which belong

improve the library services of the

University.
However, after having my ex-

periences not only from the
Southampton Umversity Library,
but visiting some other important

ibraries including University Li-
branes and the British Library, 1

hange has taken place in tackling

the problems of the University-

Library services. The mniroduction

af computer-based library systems

have obscrved that a noticeable

. Scarching Services by which a + to 9 faculties of the University. All ~ in all University Librarics is pro-

Library Development in the
United Kingdom were made pos-
sible by the scholarship awarded

‘by. the British Council under the
- British Technical Fellowships
programmes’ 1990-1991, subject to

Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Essex, remarked: “A library is

“the Universily hcart. Weaken it
~and the helath of the whole

University is alfected”.
. In order to perform the role of

large number of niformation scek-
ers necds are being satisfied. Fur-

ther many libraries are now .ac- .

quiring their own micro-comput-

ers and using them for a vanetyof -

has been mounited on the Univer-
sity's- IRM 3090 and made avail-
able over the campus network.

- The University is connected (o
the  Joint Academi¢ Network
{(JANET) and currently the Library

the deparuments having their de- .
partmental libraries are partly
controlled by the Dhaka Univer-
sity Library. In addition to this,
there are at present 7 institutes un-

" viding better library scrvices to

users. I have drawn the conclu-
sion, that the ume is ripe for the

Dhaka Unviersity to adopt the Li-

brary A tomation for its library to

‘cope with the present voluminous

library applications such as word der Dhaka Cuw,._nqmmqkr_mcﬁm*n_nw .
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the approval of the University of
Dhaka and'the Government of

- Bangladesh. o _
The main intention was to
'~ study how the University Libranes .
‘of the United Kingdom are provid-
. ing library services using modemn
'systems including the computer-
‘based control of the cataloguing,
.circulation and other sections of
the hibrary. The second considera- -

tion was ac-_“__.Mini how such.sys-

applicable to Dhaka
University Library, which has its
own Computer Centre witlr an
IBM Mainframe, and all other li-
brarics in Bangladesh may be ben-

the library effectively a University

Library 15 concerned with the or-

ganization of its resources and one
of the foremost objectives of a
University Library is to cextend
such services to 4ts readers which
would, promote their academic

-pursuits. These objectives will be
- achieved provided the library is
. welll orzanized and well managed.

Now-a-days in ‘the ‘world the
growth of literalure has beén in-
creasing termendously with the

- growth of modern technology, and

the traditional library techniques
and old technologies have failed w
cope with this proliferation of lit-

processing. and detailed financial
control. The costs of hardware,
and software to support such ser-

“vices are decrcasing day by day,
. with their capability also becom-

ing increasingly sophisticated. .
- Southampton University has a
student population of about 7,000
and some 1,500 academic and re-
lated-staff. The Library has a staff
of 120. The Library has a toual
bookstock of around 900.000 vol-
umes, I1 currently adds about
17,000 books and pamphléts each
year, and subscribes 10 6,500 jour-
nals. ' R
The total number of joan

efitted following the similar sys-’

erature. Side by side with the de-
tcms as suggestied for the Dhaka _.

. _tranisactions in around 256,000
velopment of modern technology.a

cach year. Resecrvations number

University Library. ;
_ The importance of a University
Library in the process of higher

leamming and promotion of re-
scarch has long been established.

tremendous change has also taken

~ place in the field of library and in-
formatioon scrvices particularly in -

the .developed countries -of the

world. Compurer-based library .

The real phenomenon of twentieth - systems facilitate greatly the tack-

century higer education had becn
the déyelopment of University Li-

‘braries, though ther roots in_the

Western World
dieval times.

0 amn_n_ to me-
ery rccenlly

Richard W Lyman, President of

 ling of library problems such as

maintaining a providing access o

the calalogu of items in the col- -

lection, the acquisition of library
materials, controlling the 1ssuing

and returning of reading items, .

—_—-a — . - -

30,000, the total borrower [ile is

approximately 20,0(X). -

The Library uses a 3M book
theft detection system. At present
the library has automated proce-
dures for acquisitions, circulation,
cataloguing; OPAC and bindin
control.. o o

- The Library is-a memberof the
SWALCAP Shared Cataloguing

" System; all the other systems are

in-house.” Acquisition, circulation

offers it OPAC Services through -

this network to other academic in-
stitutions.' _ :

The Library has just purchased
a new integrated system called

. URICA to handle acquisitions,

cataloguing, circulation, serials
control and QPAC. This system is

-expected to go live in Summes

1991. » .

Among the various and com- .

- plex ¢changes Bangladesh has had

10 face since ils independence, cd-

ucational regeneration and library
development were two of the most
immediate and important. Though
there was consensus among Edu-
cationists, Scholars, Teachers, Of-

ficers and othérs about the impor-

tance of University Librarics, in
reality the condition of the b-
brarics was far from satisfactory in
comparison with librarigs that use
modern systems.

"

Dhaka University has a studen’

popylation of over 20,000 and

some 1,000 Teachers and-300 of-
ficers. The Library has a staff o
more than 200 including 40 being
professionals, '

- approximately 10,000.

prestigious libranes.

. Dhaka University Library, the .

Central Library of the University

. of Dhaka, was cstablished in 1921,

1t has now over 500,000 volumes
'including bound volumes of peri-
odicals, excluding 40,000 valuable
'manuscripts and a Reprography
Seclion. r curreritly adds” 8,000

" books annually and subscribes to

5(4) journals.

The Library's normal
hours are from 08.00 to 21.00 on

all weckdays cxcept Fridays, -

(Fridays closed).
The total number of loan

ﬂvabm:m |

work of the circulation control and
cataloguing scctions and for
avoiding danger of wasicful dupli-
cation and human crror. 3

. In this context I may also sug-
-gest that, if possible, the Dhaka
University Library should inr

. trouduce modernized library sys- -

tcms in a phase basis - that is in
(1) short-term plan and in
(1) long-term pian. *
In the short-term plan, for
which two-years should be al-

|

-

lowed, priorities should be given

to the circulation control and to in-
troducing small micro-compuler.

1L
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transactions is around 200,000 . bascd administrative systems. This -
cach year, the total borrower fileis initial project will prove extremely
usciul as a means of . familiarising

The number. of volumes in the
' Library has now doubled in com-
‘parison with the 1970's. Corre-

spondingly the University Library .

is also facing great difficulty in
coping -with the large University
'population with the old conven-
tional methods. The four conven-

" tjonal divisions of the Library,

cataloguing, circulation, acquisi-

the University - authorities as weli
“as library staff with the basic tech-
niques involved in mechanization.

The -second leng-term plan
should lead to an integrated sys-
tem covering all the major func-
tions required-by libraries, similar
to the one now being installed at

Southampton University Library.

The University should aim to have

tions -and reference services, re- . an integrated system in place by
quire some immediale changes 10+ the mid-1990's.
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