Prof. M. Maniruzzaman
Miah, Vice-Chancellor, Univer-
sity of Dhaka, still takes classes.

It sounds incredible. He says, he
will continue to do so ull he:
# {inishes the course of the honours
* final year baich in Geography.
; A soft-spoken-man-in his mid
“fifiics, Prol. Manuuymman Miah
leads a very simpie life. A bache-
Tor with a lcan and thin physique,
he never imposcs-his, detision on-
others but tries 1o mtplrc his{col-
]eagucs in'the university io-lake
their own decisions to the best of
their judgement. .
Prof. Miah, within a very
.short time after taking over as
Vice.chancellor since March,
1990, has alrcady becn widely. .
acclaimed by all categories of
penple—-{cachcrs students, offi- -,
cials-in the university. -
‘His achicvements have so f{ar
; been spectacular. successful
. holding of the Dhaka Universily. -
i Cenlral Students, Union elections:
and the DU Scnate election, |
which was earlier stalled for two 3
years, have also raised the expec-
tations of all from this man. . |
The key question that now

' confronts him 1is, car he restore
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the lost -_image of Dhaka
University, once called 'the

‘Oxford of the cast™? -
‘Immediately after takmg over

? the charges as the Vice-chancellor.

/  Prof. Miah took some austerity
'y Measures lowering entertatnment,
| + [fuel, photography and vidcogra-
- « Phy costs ol the university. he

versity central transport .pool one
« of the two privale cars so far al-
1_ towed for full-time use - by the
: .  Yice-chancellor.
- On the fifth day of his as-
i sumption of oflice Prof. Miah re-

« distributed powers to the Pro .

Vlce—ChanchInr, the Treasurer,

the Rigistrar, the Dircector of -

Accounts, the Controller of
Examinations: and
1 Transporiation Officer. Their

_to the hands of the Vice-
" Chancellor. -,

The Vice-Chancellor goes to
e department of Geogr h:,r by
rickshaw,-and. reg‘ular.
- classes of the honours ﬁnal year
] \balch. e earlier complcted his

part of the M.S¢. batch’s course.
Ang 1o this correspondent he
essed the hope that he would

-

-

himself handed over to the uni-

the

powers were carlier concentrated

takes v
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be able to comyilete the course of
.the honours batch. "I would have
loved 1o take more cla:ses of
course time permitling,” he said,

« Prof. Miah frequently visits
the .student dormitories-dining
rooms, canteens and reading
rooms-and talks to students indi-
vidually and in groups., He ad-
viscs students to come to him
with problems -with a view 10
helping solve those. He requests
them not to consider the adminis-
tration as their counterparl any
more,

" had .to_be-

sess_mns_ “could not be held for two
- consecutive years for an ad-in-
terim?injunction issued by the |
court.’ Budgets of those two years

'appmval of the Scnate.
‘Born:-in Murshidabad, India, |

“on‘May 1. 1935, Prof Miah did
his'ﬁ’r*M.Sc in Gengraphy from

Rajshahi University in 1957. He |-

started his career as a lecturer in
. Geography ' at the Jagannath
College Dhaka in 1958, and
jnmed Dhaka University in 1966.
Prof."Miah did his PhD from
Frmcc ‘He has a number of pub-
‘lications. He took part in various
seminars on guaniernary mor-
“phology, environment and water
resources development at home
and abroad. '
- He isvthe author of Floods in
Bangaldesh (1988), co-editor of
Bmgladcsh in Maps (1982). -
Prof Miah was Lhe dean -of -
sciecnce facully of DU for awo
terms and elected member of the
Syndicate and the Senate for sev-
eral terms. He 1s also @
of the senates of Rajshahi and:
Jahangirnagar universitics.
 Prof. Miah 1s associated with
many local and foreign organisa-
tions ‘dnd. research institutions.
Currently he is associated wilh g
two studies relating 1o regmnal
coaperation in South Asia in wa-
i ter resources and sea resources
?under the sponsorship of the
Committee ~on Studics 'for

-Cooperation in. Developme
A (CSCD) in South Asia,
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Prof. Mlah had'rssued per- -

sonal letters to thé candidates for
the posts of Vice-President and

General Secrctary of the Dhaka
University Central Sludcnu; Union -
(DUCS U) from all the student-or-
“ganisalions and requesting them *
to help peaceful hnldmg of the :
DUCSU and hall union polls.
1 The Vice- Chanccllnr had also
issued cards to all the editots of
- mational dallics to, ensure thier
[dce entrande to polling and vote

cmmtm centres. |
. Prof M. Maniruzzaman Miah

rpanagcd to hold the annual bud-

Senate afler two years Sen

get .session of Lhe wuniversi #
;
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prepared without the 1 .

member -




