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: _Partisa'ri*VE:treachers rouping at root of Dec. 22 incident

'Probé body suggest CU,
Act review, amendment

The one-man Enquiry Com-
mission, headed by Mr Justice
Mahmudul Amin Chowdhury, on

Chittagong. University: violence

has suggested steps for "review

- and amendment of the Chittagong

‘University Act, 1973 and ap-
‘pointment of a necutral person as

- the Vice-Chancellor,” reports.
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The Commission said that the

.provisions of the existing Act are

-such that no Vice-Chancellor can

‘remain neutral in the campus and

ithat he has 1o seck support before -

his appointment from some groups
of teachers and students who uli-
mately create problems for him
and his administration.~
- The 304-page report of the
Commission submitted to the gov-
crnment recently was released to
the press Tuesday. L
The Commission made an en-
quiry into the campus.violence on
December 22, 1990, on the Chit-

tagong University campus, which.

led to the death of one student and

injuries to.a large number of |

tcachers and students including

ol e

{cmale students.

The report was prepared on the
basis of evidence of cross-section
of people and inquiry into the
cvenls leading 10 campus violenice.
In the terms to reference, the
commission was asked to find out
the circumstances bechind the un-

" fortunate incidents of December

22 and alterwards. o

- The Commission was also
asked to identify the persons re-
sponsible for the clash, terrorism
and atiempt o0 murder during the
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period. It was also asked to sug-
gest cffective measures against re-

+currences of such incidents.

The Commission, m its report,
recommended that the University
leachers should not take “any di-
rect or mdirect part” in national
and student politics to keep the
university campus free from vio-

lIence, -
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The Commission has pleaded
for formulation of a code of con-

duct for the University teachers

lor this purposc.

The Commission identified
“groupings and ego amongst the
leachers including the Vice-Chan-
cellor and their indirect instigation
of the students for the December
22 incident and its afierwards
happenings.”

" Discussing the role of the
teachers, the Commission said that
they should be barred from solicit-

ing support of the students to se-
cure ‘'something” from the Univer-

sity administration.
[t said, "in the present occur-
rence, the facts and circumstances

indicate that the Exceutive Com- - |
" mittee of the Teachers' Associa-

tion sought the support of the
leachers and other employées. in
therr movement against the Vice-
Chancclior for his alleged act of

~ comruption, nepotism, favouritism,

regionalism, collaboration with the -

Ershad regime, etc.” |
The Commission recom-

mended faculiy-wise residential
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on the basis of merit, It suggested
strict avoidance of regional quota
and political considerations in the
allotment of seats,

The Commission said, the

system of "doubling" with allotted -

seal-holders should stricily be
avoided and only the regular stu-
dents should be allowed to stay. in
the residential halls.

‘The Commission, in its report,
said the union activities should be
confined among the regular stu-
dents of the university and the ir-

. regular students should not be al-
lowd 10 participate in the-Hall or

in the CUCSU elections.

The Commission said the Uni-
versity administration should al-
ways remain neutral aznd should
take timely and appropriate disci-

plinary action against any act of

indiscipline cither by swudents or

by tcachers.” If the University -

administration is able to shun their

partisan approach there cannot be

any such occurrences’ that took
place on. December 22, it added.
The Commission in its report
also mentioned that thed news me-
dia more particularly those of
Chittagong had flashed the occur-
rence of December 22 in a partisan
way."From their report they indi-
cated that the culprit behind the
occurrence was Islami Chhatra
Shibir who -assaulted certain
tcachers and the students but they

*had not given the other side of the

picture. Holding the grouping of
the teachers responsible “solely™

review

halls and allotment of scats strictly

and “wholly"” for the occurrence,
the Commission viewed that it
was the 1eachers who from behind

.the scene pulled the strings which

resulted in the incident. _
Terming the attitudé of the

Vice-Chancellor Prof Atamgir”

Mohammad Secrajuddin as
"questionable” the Commissin
viewed that the Vice-Chancellor
ought to have been more careful

.and vigilant when there was a

movement for his removal which
was being supporied by a strong

~ student organisation,

The Commission contended
that instead of being vigitant, the
Vice-Chancellor allowed the situa-
tion to go beyond control. "Had he
taken timely action in the matier,
there would not have been any oc-
currence resulting in the death of a
student and injury to some teach-

ers and the students,” it added.

The Commission in its report
said, it is true that some students
participated in the occurrence
causing injurics to several persons.
It has 10 be locked into as 1o who
instigated them or who were be-
hind the occurrcnce, - the report
added.

The report further said, "it will

- be unfair to blame only the st~

dents. The teachers who~partici-

pated 1n the procession and the
office-bearers of the Teachers' As-

.sociation should also share the re-

sponsibilitics of the occurrence.”

Terming the cxisting situation.

of the Chiuagong University cam-

pus, "abnormal”, the Commission
- viewed that the purpose for which

the students were sent o the Ung-
versity is bound to be frustrated if
the attitude of the teachers does
not change,” o

- Regarding the allegations of
nepaotism, corruption and other ir-

regularities brought against the -

Yice-Chancellor by some teachers,
the Commission said ‘it is not
within the scope of this Commis-
sion.” The Commission, however,

suggestcd to the Chancellor 1o ap- .

point a high power commitice to
look mlo the allegations made
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against the Vice-Chancellor. “This .

will be of much help in restoring

normalcy m the'atmosphere of the

untversity,” the report added. . .
Meanwhile, leaders of Chii-

tagong University Central Stu- -
dents Union (CUCSU) and All-

Party Studénts Unity on Tucsday

. called for canccllation of report of

onc-man Commission on Decem-

ber 22 incident of the University. -

They -alleged that the report’ was
one-sided creating confusion
about the whole incident.

In a statement here, they

blamed Islarmi Chhatra Shibir for

the whole incident and demandod

- punishment to the killers of siu-

dent leader Faruquzzaman Farug.
They called upon the government
0 ensure autonomy of the Uni-
versily .as per University Ordi-

snance-1973. They blamed a sec-

tion of teachers for what they said
collaborating with the terrorist '

groups on the campus.

d 1;.*'#-




