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‘Population ]
~lacks systematic

w
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By Abdur Ratiman Khan
< . A UNESCO team has recently
{putirayed a dismal picture of

J—y =

_f}mpulatinn educ¢ation programme

" in Bangladesh, a country with one
- of the highest populalion growth
o rate. .
i The technical team on
Tpopulation and family education
} progranme found that, pepulation
Feducation aclivities in Bangladesh
{+lacked & systematic, coordinated
1 and continuous approach.

.. The UNESCO team that vis-
-ited Bangladesh last mdnth to
i'sludy the acuvities relating to
i: population education also found
' absence of specific programme for
“women and girls; lack ef appro-
| {priate teaching-learming malcnials

*Zand ineffective wansaction of cur- !

i' ricula and materials, .
1 = Organized by the UNESCO

The Banglodesh Times
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' creased rom 40 10 70 million in ,

;JeCent years,

The country  has identified
population growth as the aumbery
one problem and population edu- -

~ cation as an eficcive tool to ma-!

nocuvre the siuation. .
~ Ini spute of vanous steps under-
tsken by the authorities in
Bangladesh, the visiting UNESCO -
leam dentified lack of effective

moniloray and supervision as one -

of the major hindrances in the
field of population education. ]

The teum also observed th j
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| “Regionsl Office for Acia and Pa- -

cific, Bangkok, the visit included

_.study of the activities of local im- -

! plementation units to assess the
ongoing activities, previous
- achievements and- fulure plan of
population education _in
~Bengladesh.” _

Bangladesh with a high ratc of
-g,po;mla"liun growth at 2.17 per cent
-1 tnhabited by an estimated popu-

- lation of 110.8 million.. -

= .. On agcount of faster growth of
population to that of literacy, the ' |

“absulute number of illiterates in-
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nism 10 ensure study of population

_education componenis in the in-

school programmes. = ¢ -
The UﬂESCO team recom-

mernlisl undertaking the popula- - -
tion education in the non-formal ~

system to cover the vast illiterates
with high fertility potential. A

_ The regional population educa-
llon programme was earlier con-

.. 8lso . stressed the need for
- “redefining population education
~ with focus on demo graphy, human

ceived and based at the UNESCQ - .

regionat office for Asia and the ' *-Plications on the. improvement Yy
Pacific, Bangkok, back in 1972-73 -/ the quality of life.” s ok

willt support from the Unijied Na- -
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. - The UNESCO has reco "‘s'bd "
| population educasion as'dnesi:rnll!er-

vention strategy for developrent *
In the regional countries. . -

A consulizlive seminar held in -

UNESCO  regional
Bangkok, last year also 1
.the development ‘and trends of

office,
eviewed L

- country programme on population”

~education,

.~ The regional seminar recom-
mended appropriate steps in mem-

be:r countries Lo-reflect jwpulation

;ralated issues i nalional cdhucation
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" there had been asatisfaciory

‘-‘1:‘.}:: - : J - ' .
, o , . ﬁ!lc}' and to yisulutionslize Popu-
. there was no opriate mecha:. - ahion '
approp m & :_lhﬂ[ would enable the country, in I
.+ due

education in such & manner

d course, lo support from its
- OWN resources in case of stoppage
or reduction of ¢xtemal assistglac‘ge.

Tlit;g_ UNESCO consultative

!

tuves from 23 member countries

ecology, human sexuality ‘and jm-

The-s¢minat also suggested

scmindr attended by representa- -

|-

development of” population educa- A

tion curricula for both formal and
non-formal education system. |

Referring 10" Bangiadesh, the j

UNESCO seminar mentioned

of awareness in Bangladesh about

the impact of rapid '
growth, L Paplflj._uff
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