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-.' The history of the United Nations in the spheres of
i . peace-making and - peace-keeping is replete with ”
. instances of frustration and set-backs. The world has, |
{, - “however, been spared of the repetition -of holocausts of ;
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~ the dimension of the world wars. That single achieve- l

L | credit for this is not though due entirely to the organs

- trusted with the responsibility of increasing collaboration

_ tion are substantial. | R
One of the leading agencies working in these ficlds .

is the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural :session urged the United S s o
Organisation (UNESCQ). The major activity of the or-; organisati{%n. Hc said that éabt'reésand P an Lo rejoi the
ganisation which came into being on November 4, 1946 a2 world forum in defin
18 in the education sector where it combines literacy: the wealthy north and the poor south
~programmes with a drive t0 make primary education humanity is seeking landmarks,
universal and eliminate illiteracy's root causes. It pro- provide them," he'reminded the del

motes studies on such serious subjects like tension lead-

ument and reducing the imbalance in the flow of news is.
- appreciated on all hands. B ’ .
* _  But the organisation found itself in quicksands dur- .
ing the mid 80s when it had been concentrating efforts
. on promotion of a new world order in the information”
and communication sector. It was accused by some of),
the developed countries of poor management; anti-
western bias and yielding to political préssure. -
. The United Nations General Assembly of course ex- 't‘
pressed firm support to the proposed information sector®
_L .« programme by overwhelming votes and the UNESCQ it-
Q - self undertook programmes of management and bud-
getary reforms. But a few countries, particularly the
United . States and the* United Kingdom who together
“'contributed nearly 30 per cent of the organisation's fund
™ chose to withdraw. -
-~ The then Ghanaian Chairman of the Executive
- - Board of the UNESCO remarked "thé pull-out would
- render meaningless the continued profession of faith by

{ | some members in the ideals of the organisation and deal :
¥ - afunther blow to the principle of universality that UN
SO * agencies should represent all countries in the world."

The current Director General of the organisation
1 - Federico Mayor who spcarheaded an organisational and
K ., political shake-up told the French daily Le Figaro that

~ the world was at an historic threashold towards freedom
-and democracy, and UNESCO, with a responsibility for
“education, should be the first {o reacl.: <875 rCouky oW,

-~ ment is enough justification for the organisation. The UNESCO composed of representatives of gl member

~ countrics which deci

. designated specifically to maintenance of international "budget of the organisation '

. peace and security. The contribution of agencies en- ’oc’:_casion used to be marked i

fireworks over East-West and North. ; =

- among nations for promotion of trade, commerce, indus- Jthe limited scopes o oen 1ssucs. But

try, health, education, science, culture and communica- ‘sent reduced budg
R Versy.

_ - The remarks of both Mitterrand and Mave
ing 10 war, racism, the socio-economic factors of devel-' the Mayor reflect

~ opment and the relationship between man and his envi- impress upon the con
ronment. The role played by the UNESCO in stimulating UNESCO. . . "
artistic activities, conservation of work of art and mon- =————————+"—"~  ~ Th= - — o - o= 0T
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The three-week - bicnnial general conference -of ;-

des the policy, programme and: ;|
» Is currently on in Paris. The !
n the past by intellectual §-

of Pla{lned programmes that the pre- |
¢t admits leave litte room for contro- ¢

President Francois Mitterrand who inaugur’aféd the

_ CO had a major role as
Ing a new relationship between
. "More than ever,
and you are here to
cgates.

urgency of the time and we hope these will not fail 1o |

cemed quarters the need to rcvamp |
.




