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. 'PARIS: (Unescopress) Orga-
. - izations in China, the Dominican

Republic, . France; Cape Verde

‘and India have won unesco's in-
lernational literacy prizes for

1990, the international literacy
A striking frature running
through the programmes con-

. -ducted by all five winners is the
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i » Nigeria, Thailand and Benin. o
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strong hink between literacy, vo-
cational training and income-gen-
craling aclivities. s |

" Honourable mentions wefe

also awarded 1o $ix organizations
and one individual active in the

fteld of literacy in Bangladesh,

Cameroon, Peru, the Netherlands,

" -The People's Government
Xiping County in
Province, China, was singled oul

for the Nadezdha K. Krupskaya
E- prize, worth 5,000 Rubles
‘US Deollars

(appromimately

. 1,000), for its sustained efforts

§

gramme; with the Uliteracy

over many ycars to.-reduce illiter-

acy among the 750,000 inhabi-
lants of the county, where the Jjv-.
- Ing and educational standards of

its primarily rural population were

. very low.,

.~ Since 1949, the county has
actively implemented the gov-
ernment’s mass literacy pro-
fate
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‘declining'“ fiom '86.4 per cent-in-
- 1949 1o 9.6 per cent in 1989
-among all adults above the age of

15. The rate dropped from -82.4
per cent to 1.7 per cent in the 15-
40 age group duririg the same pe-
nod. R
The dominican republic's Uni-
versidad Centraldel Este (UCE)

was selected for the US Dollars

5,000 International Rcading As-
sociation. Litcracy Award for its
outstanding - performance in the

formulation of programme objec- -

lives, In coverage and mobiliza-

tion of university students for its -

adult literacy programme, and in
evaluation activities.

The programme was }aunced

in- 1984 in the counury's east re- -

1011 as a manent activity trre- X -
& per Y ' the General Directorate of Non-

“[ormal_ Education of Cape Verde,

spective of political change, and

"was later extended nationwide. Iis -

"-main objectives- were not only 10

.provide literacy but.also posi-lit-
cracy and vocattonal skills train- -
ing for ensuring personal as. well

as community and national-devel-
opment. "2 S |
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. uan Schools, whose members de-
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vote their hives and work 9 the

cducation and.cultural devclop-

"13esh Times

:'iz..e, worth US
Doltars 10,000, goes 1o the Insti- .
tute of the brothers of the Chris- -

ment of children, young.-people,

.Y been won by

.disadﬁntﬁge_d ac.lults; of all social )

conditions, irrespective of their

~mioral or religious convictions.
" Originating in France over .-

three centurics ago, the institute

-now runs 1,200 cducational
establishments in 81 countries,

with a school population of nearly
900,000. Iis literacy activitics are
conducted primarily in developing

linked to operations such as the
promotion of food self-reliance,

vocationzal skills training and -
" health and hygiene campaigns.
» .- The brothers also work in in-

dustrialized countries, with people

with leaming difficulties and dis- -

advantaged groups. =~

The recipient of the US Dol- .

>CO literacy prizes for 199

stafe -of Kerala which began in ‘

- movement.. Its efforls

_

1962°as a scicnce mpularixatio‘q
0 are gut-
rently focused on eradicating 1ilit-

“eracy from Kerala as a follow-up

to its successful efforis in the dis-
trict of Eranakulam.

4+ The . district's intensive mass.
nteracy campaign, with the poetic

" mameglead. kindly light™, was

lars 10,000 Irag Literacy Prize,

has succeeded in bringing down

.the 1lliteracy-rate ta 33.5 per cent
- from over 60 per cent in 1974, -
- Based on the principle that liter-
-acy should cnable péople to re-
- cover their dignity and should be- .

associated with development, the

priorily target groups -were de-
fined as young pcople in the 15-
- 25 age group, and women, espo-
cially in the rural and disadvan--
* taged urban areas. o

The .King Scong Prize worth

- US dotlars 30,000 and awarded
- for the First time this year, has
the Kerale Sastra
- Sahithya Panshat (KSSP) Trivan-
- drum, a voluntary non-govern.

mental organization in the Indian
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‘countries, where they are usudlly - launched in January 1989 with the
aimof myaking ail illiterates be-
twcenithe ages. of five and 60 .
fully literate within one year, Cne
~  of the objectives was to build up a.
“total environment in the district in

~-‘order 1o motivate literates and il-

literates’ alike and make the pro- .
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gramme . a "learning festival™ of

the'people. By Janvary 1990 the

]

operation” was success{ully com-
pleted and the Prime Minister de-

“clared, Eranakulam the first fully
- hiterate district of India. e
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