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SRIMANGAL, Sepi 24:—Thirty-
~ five thousand children of 158 Tea
. gardens of the country are deprived
of primary education facilitics in

"-spite of the compulséry. primary

education prevails in the ceuntry.

Accurding to a suivey made by -

26 JUL 1995

/ 5 000 tea garden chlldren “
deprlved of edn _facﬂlt, |

From Qur Cﬂrrespoadent
Bangladesh Tea Buard source said
that there was to programme Of

. _educanunal dcveiupmunt of the 1ea
workers in. the 150 crore Taka tea

rehqbﬂltauvn programme ended in
1992, But the PDU source informed
that i a survey conducted by the

the-t2a workers arc worst deprived of
_the educational arena.

v

Bangladesh Managemcnt Develop- :
" ment Compmittee (BMDC) it is learnt: l
that the tea workers arr‘enjnymg

best living standard among the agro-}
- based industries in the country while '

E

Internationsl  Labour Organisation e ——— T —— pum—
(ILO) there are about 35,000 chil- F T
I dren in the 158 tc3 garﬂenﬁ in Mouf- . e
) vibazar, Habiganj, Syihet and Chit- R
 tagong H.T. district of th¢ country
- ‘between 7 to 12 years age. But out of |
the total number oniy 30 per cent
children are earolled as student of
primary schools. .
| - - According to the Labour Laws of -
{. the nation applicable to tea garden it
1§ -mengdatory to arrange pnmary
< education facilities for the children of ey
tea garden workers-in sll the tea o
 gardens by the management and 0 [ “vea?
£ engage .onc teacher for every 40 .
{- students. But ignoring the labour -
- laws 33 ten gardens have no primary |
£ » school where the number of school-.
going children are 3100, In all, there |
wre onty 140 primary schools with 225 4
weppainted teachers in the tea gardem, )
wdcomimyy these schools only 8 are |
- gavernment and the rest mtangged by
respeciive tca garden management. )
| Out of 140 listed primary schools
¥ located in the tea garden areas nor-’

. ‘mal-class works arc held in a very few Ea
schuals speciaily which are adjacent o .,

| t0' towns. It is alleged Ahat the -
teachers arc-usually engaped in the i .
work of tatally clerk of the garden by A

| the managsment. - As thgse schooly.
are being managed by the garden

{ management the Education Depan-

- ment b-ve no control or supervision

{ over these schools. As arcsult,even b -

10 per cent of the total -primary

| students cannot cross the half-way of j

the primary - education. . !
M]J Rajendra Prasad Bunarjee,

|, the President of Bangladesh Cha
¥ Sramik Union told this Correspon- |
. dent that though it is obligatory by -
i ,thc Labour Law and the agreement
{ betwegen <the Bangladeshiyo Cha
Sangsad and the Bangiadesh Cha |
Sramik Union the tea garden author-
ity gives a very little importance to
“the education facilities of tea workers
-children. He said that the education.
. department- has’ proposed nationa-
| lisation of the primary schools of the '
garden but the respective tea garden %
!

showing their negativé attitude. He :
also alleged that the Union has com-
‘ plained to many tea garden authority
twhere there are no teachers to attend
in the-classes or no free-books are *
distributed. t0 thé qtudents but it
gave no frust,
. The:local authority of Labour Wel-

-fare Department for Tea. Industry .
informed that they have no separate
responsibility of cducation welfare of
e tea workers excepting health,
) ’leiilizal and housing facilities.
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