+] police or private militias.

schoo! is: my. ““[3'_'__ way out “says - than’kids in the-citics of Alfrica, Asia-

i
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 QULEYMANE. 2 14 vear-old
shoéshine bov in Dakar. far from

{ his native village. has & dream: thaty

one day he will be able 10 go 10

| school. learn enough to get a better
Job and earn enough to help his poor |

| village ‘build a health care centre,
- Sulevmane is one of the millions of
| street children around the world who

are not in school b want 1o learn’

| and want it desperately. ‘Some have

‘been to school but dropped out due
10 poverly or poor grades, others
have ncver seen the inside of a
classroom. Abandoned. orphaned or
victims of war. sireet children have
RO money for.school uniforms or
1 5chool fees and mist usuaily resrot to
*| odd jobs to survive. With no political
‘power, they often face abuse. vio-
lence’ or sexual exploitation. Some-
times they are even Killed by the
"Going to

‘| Suleymane.

- T'o examiné the do’s and don'ts of
educating street children. UNESCO
organized. in collaboration with UN-
ICEE. a seminar in Paris from
September 30 10- October 4. 199}
-| Twenty-five people. -

-managers with first-hand experience.

participated. The seminar was part of -
UNESCO's priority programime to

‘promote’ basic education for street
'l children .and other disadvantaged
groups. Focusing mainly on research.
.| technical $upport. for innovative pro-
jects and exchange of information.
| UNESCO is reinforcing its coopera-

+

tiog with UNICEF and NGOs in this -

| area. _ L. x .
- “Education is essential to help the
child deveiop confidence and self-
esteem.”  said  Alphonse

ducation For Streef Children

| locitt NGOs which often have insuff;-

. - fepresenting .
U:N. - agencies and NGO project

Tay. -
sociologist and UNESCO program. -

me specialist. *And unless a street
child starts believing in himself, there
Is not much hope for a bettef futiire.”
« Obtaining statistics on street chil-

appear in surveys dnd. their véry

-

Cilla UNGERTH JOLIS

. any of us can imagine.™

* dren is tricky.- Hecause they rarely "

‘The U;dugu Society offers tuition-
frée curriculum (approved by the
Ministry of. Education} which. after
three years, allows good students o

existence - is often denied by author-- E.gf:hégzr?ﬂ:';ﬂﬁfhg% ds‘ﬁg‘d
itics. Estimates range from 30 to 100. -'¢2 e n y hand-picked

equivalent: of “the population - of,
France “and the United Kingdom
together! . = - -
“Governments are extraordinarily.

. . . . . . - . _ _"' w
ineffective in reaching street chil- . [rst-hand "knowledge
-dren.” said Pcter Dalglish. executive

director of Street Kids Internationat.
a Canadizn-based NGO. “Many gov-
eroments are in confrontation with

- the Kids, rather than helping them. |

find it unbelicvable that seals in my-
country (Canada)’have more rights
and Latin America.” - g

Most projects -arc run by -;smﬂlﬁ

cient staff and resources to reach out |

put it: “We are dnly a drop in. an_

ocean of need.” |

]

- What makes 2 programme for|
street children work? It should com-.|

binc. participants stressed. geacral
literacy and numeracy with jobs'

dance: and drawing, moral values.
fegal rights. and health and nutrition.

tional programme for street children
identical (o the. formal ‘school sys-
tem.” says Ezra Mbogori, direcior of
the: Undugu-Society-in Kenya.. “We
are dealing with kids who have been
forced into adulthood quicker than

. R TR Y I
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.on a large-scale. As one participant -

skills. political education. art such as, -

" "One of the lessons we have learnt
-1s-that you cannot develop an cduca-

e e om-

- environment.’ -
~.One of the main issues facing
- educatorn today is AIDS

_.Sstreet | children,

~autract theém_ to classes

- | s. and- given special ;
million#Gne hundred ‘million—the, oM slum areas. and- given spe

training.  Those who succeed hesi.

participants said. are often aot pro-:

fessional t€achers and social workers !

‘but former street children who have
of the kids.

. prevention.
According of CHILDHOPE. an in-
teenational advocacy movement for

strect children. the number infected

with the Human Immuno-deficiency
Virus (HIV).is reaching “alarming
proportions.” Studies in  Brazil
Sudan .and the United States show
HIV-positive rates 0 he petween:
two and 10 per cent for street youth.:
In Brazil, public heaith officials de-!
scribe AIDS as a “time homb"
Street Kids International took up;1
the challenge. In close cooperation’

with the Nationa) Film Board of o

Canada and WHO. they created 1h¢:i
Karate Kids, a cartoon which is now,
available in 17 langiages and shown
tn 70 countries. The key to its suc-
cess? The film is entertaining as wel) !
as informative. The kids want to sce !
it over and over again, -
. When - discussing - education for.
one . question’
how_ does  one
when every
hour away from work means less
money to survive? “You have . to

Y

obviously - arises:

. Strike a.deal. _says Nicolas Fenton. -

- ) - — . -"- T " el L m‘-
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Dircctor of CHILDHOPE. “You
have to tell them that *If ‘vou come.*

two hours a day to our centre. we will
(n turn help .vou 1o survive better.”
Another approach—that of brinp--
ing non-formal ceducation into the "
workplace—has been tried in Pakis-
tan where. emplovers have agreed 1o i
- felease their under-aged emplovees,;
[rom ‘work one to onc 4nd a half .
hours earlier in order 1o attend .
~ classes. ' . -
“Of course. what vou really wanl
to tell these employers is to stop
exploiting the chitdren.” says Marie ;
de_la Soudierc, a UNICEF consul- |
tant in Islamabad. “But then they
would just get angry and tumn off.”
Our “friendly” approach 6ften works. |
Onc _carpet  manufacturer - even' |

offcred to. provide space and the

_ salary of & teacher”. -

- Although educationyl programmes
vary in direction and scope. one.
- contant remains: no programme can’
he successful i the teachers do not
first gain the children's trust. Or as.
dne particpant put it =" We know. we’
- arce -on the -right track when the «
children stop lying to us™. L
“Inside a strect child. who gIves | -
the appearance of being tough and |
difficult. s a child who has pever |
experienced what 1 is be to Toved. | l
!
1
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and' what it is 10 .be human.™ says:
Christina Nobel, an Irish woman
who two years ago, opened up a:,
" medical and sociat centre for aban-i
doned habies and street children in{ -
Victnam. A former street child her-f
self.” she spent, countiess night ini'
. alleywavs ind under bridges hetween!
the age of 10 and 16. and knowns
- what she’s tatking about, . I

T opmela =
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