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Umversal Chlldren s Day

Every year Unlversal Chil'

dren’s Day is observed on I:his day
with a view to projecting:the pro-
blems pertaining to children’s
welfare, especially in the develop-
Ing countries, It is in these coun-
tries that the standard of living is

incredibly low and -milliong of
children live almost g subhuman

lite. This year's theme is ‘chil.

dren’s rights’ which reminds us of -
the basic needs of children like
nutrition, shelter, clothing, edu.
_cation and health service. ‘t'his .
~also brings home the point that

‘eéven in the developing countries
fncluding Bangladesh, there are two

gToups of children, one group en-
joying the privileges of life and

the other living in shockingly pnhor
ccmditions The unfortunate ones,

neglect, ignorance, paverty, indig-

‘nity and diseases, - They do not
get proper paternal care . anl
society’s attention they live-and

die in pentiry -and pain.

Seminars, discussion meetings,

cultural functions and ‘the -like

- are usually held to mark . the -

observance of the Day, primMily

| highlighting its significance and

~ and“ obligations of the parents,”

emphasising the responsibilities

- guardians and society towards the

children. We in Bangladesh have

also chalked out different pro- -

grammes for the occasion. While

the Day 1s observeq, it has 1o be
.ensured that it should sut be re-

duzed to mere annual ritual but

+ the observance of the Day must

be almed at creating the desired

hsocial awareness of obligation:
towards chﬂdren This aware- -

nass has to be reﬂected in tangi
. ble’ action throughnut the year.

i n- athm wurdﬂ staps muﬂt he
b e

- them with sports facilities iir Injacasg:
demic institutions. Concerteq¥ ef -4 -
forts are also being made. to-__

taken to- ensure that we can bﬂng
up our children living "both s

urban and rural areas as. h@thy'—*‘
-educated,

enlightened and__..:
Spansible citizens, so. that they
may .be able to steer the: Ship ot

e,

. the nation in the future: Having
- fully realized its paramm_mt #im.
portance as an investment in the_

nation’s future, Bangladesh . has

- taken up certain progranu ues t.o
- translate these phrases of' pro-'

found thought into deeds

' 1In keeping With the spirit of
+ fotal (kavelt:ipment the Goverh-

ment in’ cmperatmn with vanous .'

child” welfare. organisations are
fofmmating and 1mplement1ng

' yvarious schemes for the wwelfare of

the children  International agen

rendering tremendous senrices in

- this respect, Initially, the national
- children academy  (Shishu’. Aca
. demy) has started ﬁmctiomng
.-not only to impart education to
children but also to help * *thern

develop their potential qualities

‘and personality, And since over- |
. ,Whelming majority of the chh
dren’live in rural areas, its activi:

tles are expectegd to. Spread 1:0 vil-
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~ cles like UNICEF and . WHO | are

lages shortly. Apart from %Mg o

~.Up several child health clinics m_-_ __
‘the country, a massive program-
me-has been launched to immunise.

the country’s 4.5 crore children -

under 15 years with BCG and at
tention is - being paid to provide ~
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bat malnutrition. In unisnn with .
this year's theme 'children 'S

rights’, measures have fg'be gear_

'~ d up to make the efforts (h ithis

direction even more eﬂective and o
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