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HE cu{_;icept of open unwers:ity
‘which has become very popular
in recent years, widely: differs from-
. what used to'be known as education”
“in the' open. air as has been in

| existence in our country in the form

of ‘maktabs’ or ‘tols’ holding classes -

| under shades of trees or the canopy
' {}f the heavens. The maktabs and {6ls

“were at the primary stage. Instances

uf such institutions at the higher level |

- { -are also found in the subcontinent.”

—-———— — - - -

{ The historic universities of the Budht
151 monks existed at Nalanda in Bikar ' ;

.and gt Shalban Biliar at Mainamati in
‘Comilla. In the recent past, the great
-poet Rabindranath Tagore founded .
.the Bishwa Bharati at Shannmketan

nWest Bengal. But a open universi- -

ty is not an educational institution of . -
this kind and it does not hold classes .

in the operr-air. It is.a systém'.of | .
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ties, BOU intends tn Offer nf:ed

based courses from secondary- to

. degree levels. Tentatively, the Uni--
versity has decided 1o introduce cer- -

tificate programmes in Mass Educa- ;
tion, English and Arabic languages,”

Health and Family Planning, Educa- ;
tion and Secondary Education. It.

- proposes to mtfoduce diploma prog-:
rammes in Agriculture Extension,
Business :Management, Disaster”

" Management, Computer Science and
Bangla and English languages and 1

degree courses in Nursmg and

Education.

The University has already admtt—
ted aver eleven thousand students in |
Bachelor of Education programme:in |
two sessions. Another 1300 students - ;
‘have been enrolled.in the certificate
programme in the English language .

Preparations are now on to intro- .

distance teaching through printed * duce 'SSC: programme for school

maienals electronic commusication,

- { like radio- and telévision, audio and

video cassettes and tutorial services. |

|: . The Bangladesh Open University .
| as an a1ternauve education system to-
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~ |:meet the requirements of greater
number of pecple, partn:ulari} those I

1 belnngmg to less pnﬂlegﬂd groups in

I the wllages .comes 1ntﬂ bemg w:th a

| big “promise:- -

. A university for unwersal educa- -

tion, the BOU offers a wide variety

‘of formal and non-formal program-

mes for people-of all walks of life and -
-different age groups who are other-
wise deprived of formal Iearmng in

-coventional educatmnal institutions.

.- The main objective of the Bang- -

L Jadesh Open University is to develop
| human resources and create 4 trained
. | work-force by providing access to-a

wide range of-educational program-
mes and. vocational training for all

| levels of people, so. that they can find
{ self employment and thus contribute -
f to the deveiupment of economy and
: quality of life, - '

. Unilke other cnventmnai umversi-

L

coufitry.

. —

drﬂ -outs. With the introduction nf

‘thls programme, housewives, wukers" .
and other less educated men and! -

women in service hitherto deprived’
of education, will also get an unpre-
cedented opportunity of recﬂmng|
education at home., - . ,

With the start of this and other '
programmes, the number of enrol-
ment of BOU will run into several’

'hundred thnusand which will be]

much higher than the total enrolment .
of all -other unwersmes in the

BOU- Vice- Chancellur Dy MI
Shamsher Ali says, by extendmg

" education facilities to women in’ the

villages, the proposed SSC course,

will brmg aboul a’revolution in’ dis- v.
- semination of knowledge -and in-|

formation. The women, in turn, will !
fill in the gap of teachers ‘at the;
‘primary, level and help build & con-
scious citizenry in and aruund their
surroundings.

While endorsing the . course’ at the

recently held meeting of the Board of
‘Governors, a member suggested the:

_ tribution
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opening. of a foundation course. to
cover those who end off with pnmary
school education. -

The board meeting also suggested
tha of the six schools of BOU, three,
namely, the Open School, the SChﬂDI '
of Education and Managcment and
the School of Social Sciences, Lan-

guage and Women Studies be madc ~

functional at the momeént. The re:
maining three schools ~ the School
of Health Services and Population
Studies, the School -0f Agriculture

+ and Rural Development and the
- School of Open Technology be made

cifective later with the Tledging of the

JUnwarsny

* The Bangladesh Open Unn'ersuy
expects to make ' a- significant. con-!
to informal. education:
through the provision of courses and
programmes of general value to the

‘community at large in such areis as*’

environment. protection; health and’

hygiene, sanitation, family p[anmng

wnmen—m—develﬂpment and puvert}r
alleviation. - ¥
A countrywide Educatmnal needs

"‘survcy (0 assess the Jequirement of
.1 various programmes of BOU is neat-
ing completion and its report will be| |
available soon. It is for the first time i

. that a survey of this kind has been’
conducted in the cuuntr}r by a uni-

~“versity. Basing on the report of the ,

survey,. the University will decide,
what other programmes are to.be!
introducéd at different levels. 1

The infrasteucture of the Universi- -
_ tyswith its administrative unit ang!

" other necessary physical facilities i in-,

cluding 2 modern media centre s

‘being developed at the former venue;

of the Islamic University, at Gazipur,’

some 25 kitlometres off Dhaka. It!

thay be mentioned here that a por-;
tion of erstwhile Istamic Umiversity

~-has been given to-the Open Universi-
'ty ‘and "the ofher -

portion to- the
National ‘University. Temporarily,

‘the BOU adm:mstratwr;: umt IS fum:-
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“mentation umt

Tk. 170 cmre
- will have 10 Regional Centres and 80
“country.. The" Regional Resource’

Mymensingh, Comilla, Barisal, Jes-

. Swdy’ Centres’ The RRC will also

~ including Ilbrary, ‘reading room, au-!

Ares have been selected and work on:

- have direct contact with the students,

study,
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catl

tioning ‘at a rented house at Road, 2!
House ‘16, Dhanmondi Residentihl’
Area, and HS _ programme mele-!
at the Dhaka,
Teachers’ Trmmng campus.

A five year: project, financed byl .
ADB and the Government of Bang-
ladesh;, the:BOU will be mmpleted‘
in 1997 at an estimated cost of about

As its support service Lhe H{JUi
Local Study Centres spread over the

Centres .will « be located at Dhaka,

sOre, R&_]Shﬂhl Rangpur, Bugra 3
Chittagong and Sylhet. They will
pass on all information about BOU+
prugrammes*‘ihalse with educational!

institutions ¥ NGOs ‘and private sec- !;
tor 1nstltutmns and will supervise and. !
codrdinate the ‘work of the Local.

admit stuﬂen!s appmnt part-time
cuunse!!urs'and maintain rescurces

dio vedio and TV facilities. Sites for: } |
most of the Regional Resource Cen-

their cunstructmn witl begth soon. .|
The ‘Local. Study Centres which
will be the nerve centres of BOU will ]
provide them’ with all facilities of i
altend - to - their problems, .
arrange tutorial classes for them and
evaluite their,  assignments. | '
So long “as the proposed study
centres have nﬂt been set up, the!
BOU will continue to organise the -
Bachelor of, Education programme
through -12 ‘“Téichers’ Training col-

-leges, NAEM; the Secondary.Educa-
" tion and Sc:ence 'Development Cen-

tre in Dhaka and NAPE at Mymens-,
ingh and the{certificate in English "
Language ngramme through 26
government ~'and - non-government'

“colleges. Students are attached 'to a

centre of. thmr uwn mnvemence
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