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1-and to assist local institutions.

GROUP ﬂf Cummunwcalth

month to study with the province’s
nstitu’ions  promoting  education
through distance learning.

The wvisit forms- part of a ff:l-'

| lowships scheme which enables Com- |

monwealth developing nations to

distance education programmes. -
The scheme also enables BC edu-

cators to_visit other Commonwealth

countries to-talk about théir work

‘A bonus is the contribution it
“makes to the personal and profes-
stonal development of the fellows.

.| including Canadians, whose horizons
| are broadencd by the ‘opportunitics -

provided by the scheme.. the first of
its kind in the world. The scheme is a
joint imtiative of The Common-
-wealth of Learning, (COL). an inter-
governmental organisation based in-

1 Vancouver. BC. and the Guvcm-

ment of BC.
Fellows visiting BC this month

Tcome from Antigua_and Barbuda,' |

the Bahamas. Belize. Kiribati, Mal--
dives. Malta, Nigeria. Tonga Tuvalu. .
Vanuatu -and St Vincent and the.
Grenadines. During their three-week

| visit. they will take part.n a prog-’

-m

educators will arrive in Van- -
| couver. British Columbia (BC). this

share Canada’s experience in dis- .
} tance education.and to introduce the
{ 1deas they-gain to develop their own.
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Experlence In Distance Educatio

Asif Khan:

ramme of vlsns ln unwemnes col-
leges and other institutions.

They will discuss with their Cana- *

dian mlleagucs distance " education
methods and techniques being used -
- in Canada which could be adopted by,
their own .institutions.
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The fellows will alsnrlu{:-ln. At thé’

work of COL., created. by Common--
wealth Heads of’ Government to
promote- human resource develnp{

ment 1n member countries. lhrnugh

distance - education. -
-~ The leaders asked COL:to. hclp

sited  Ontario  under

Commonwealth nations nake max- ]
imum use of distance education. par-:

materials from one country to hc
made available to others and hv
helping to deve!np new oncs.

~ o liculdrly by arranging for courses and -

|

and their three children. Tor a Mas- I
ter's -degree in education at Simon”
Fraser University. :

-
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“An Evaluatiﬂﬁ hy Dr Peter Evans. 'JI.
nf the University of Victoria, BC. b

“concluded that while visiting fellows

'enjuyed and pmf ted from their ex- .

- The latest group uf fellows bnngs
to 3(} the number of educators from
42 Commonwealth developing cnun—-
trics who have visited Canada, be- -
sides 16 Canadians who have carried
out assignments in 17 countries.

Apart from one group which vi-: -
a one-off

irangemcm with the Government
of Ontario. afl the feliows have hecn |
hosted by BC.

"COL’s president and chief execu-
live' James Maraj.” encouraged by
feedback from former feliows. would |
like to see the scheme extended to all .
Canada and other Commonwealth!

- states. Stmilarly he would like more |

COL iaunched the annual I?r.-l-";:r
lowships scheme soon after it started

work 1n 1989 when ten educators
visited Capnada. They came “from
. Brunci. Darusalam. Guyana. India.
Mauritius, Solomon’ lalands Sri
Lanka. Swazilund.  Tanzania, the’

University of the West Indies and !,

" Zimbabwe.
" Among them were Dr - Abdul
Waheed Khan. then with the Ind:m

Gandhi National Open University -

_‘.
Py

(IGNOU). India. now on COL staff, -

and Mr Omar Khalid of Brunei. back
in BC with his English- wife Juckie

senior  fellows to  wisit cuuntnES[
where distance education features in
the education systems. The expan- -

sion would partly depend on extra- -

resources being sought by -COL..
funded mainly by voluntasy contriba-'
tions from Cnmmnnwealth govern-
ments. ¥

“This is one of our most succeﬂsful #;

-programmes, ™ said Prof Maraj, origi-

nally from Trinidad and Tobago. a
former Vice-Chanceilor of the Uni-
versity of the South Pacific and Com-
monwealtl; Assustant Secretary-
General - '
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_in"the schéme when-he said:
" been t
- of .my

| fnend as wcll as a colleague. -

f- pericnce, the scheme enhanced BC's1 |
“position as a leader in distance andl
“adult education. It also helped zn[
focus Commonwealth attenlmn on
. the, province.

- Susan Phllllps a [ﬂrmer BC col- I
lege . instrisctor “who organises and

" runsthe scheme. said it ‘benefited ;
_ COL. too.
1t gives us personal contacts in
. country.’

“It is good for us because | r
r:ach I

James BIIIUChI a Canadmn fEHﬂWi ‘
from Capilano College. BC. who |
visited - Allama Igbal University,

Pakistan. the Open University of Sri {

Lanka and IGNOQU, probably sum:
med up the fellings of all partmpanls
It has
€ most rewardmg expericence
.carcer.’ £

He .added:  “All 1the “vice-
chanceilﬂrs of the three universities |
~ made me feel-like a guest and a:

l.—-. .

I cannut hegm to thanh mam.r

“others who helped me. Their pmff.‘s

| smnahsm and humdnity impressed
me very dEEpl‘u’ and | wﬂLcarn’ that -
with me for the rest of my hfe
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