/Female education\
~must for progress

L . - DHAKA, "Aug 8 (BSS8): A
workshop  on the rescarch study
on “reducing school dropouts
among girls at e primary fevel”
wis held here wday with the ob-
jective of furmulaling a natinnal
policy o hall this wrend from the
country's educational arena.

+ Held at the Navona) lastinne
of Education and Research, the
workshop was maugurated by
Presidential  Adviser  on
Compulsory  Primary Education
v Al-hay Mohammad Mansur Alj
- Surker. B

: Joimily  spansorcd by

UNESCO  and RBangladesh

UNESCYY Council, the inaugural

sessiee of the: workshop was

presided  over by  Education

' Secrelary ANM.  Eusul wihile

 Dhaka University teacher Dr.

Abdullah Farug presented e
keynoic paper on the subject,

: Among athers, Secretary and

Assixlal Secretary respectively of

the council Messrs Abdus Selim -

and Kabiruddin Ahmed and

: Director of National Academy lor
Primary  Education {N%

APE) S
Anwur Hossain also spuke at the
inaupural session, '

In his insugural speech Mr.
Mansur Ali said without educy(.
ing the women, who conitilute
half of the country's. total propi]a-
tien the country could never ex-
pect an educated nation.

Kelerring o the kecnness of
the present goverament for  ex-
pansion of education, Mr. Alj

pointed aut’ that 1he*govemment -

had already declared primary edu-
- cation compulsory to becfféctive
[rom January next. Besides! fe-
male education uplo class cight in
rarul arcas was made {ree, he
sand, t , ]
Mr. Muansur Ali said, for the.
first Lime the Government had
laken the decision o binplement
' compulsory education progriunme
- Wih  country's own resourees.
: | [ntitially, Taka one hundred crore
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was sancuoned [or the purpose
and il necessary more fund
would be made avaifabie for exce-
cuting this mist vital nalional

project.

Mr. Ali, however, peinted oul

that all uplifi thrusis wuken 31 na-

Lional level would be frustrated
unless we coulkd check the - DODU-
lahon boomy which poses a threat
1o all kmds of development inflia-
tives, h ¢

In his presidential spoechy

Education  Scoretary  AN.M.
Eusufl swd for imroduecing schol-
arships whong  girl students in ru-

il ureas the World Bank lud pro-

posed a grant of 45 million du):
lars. In s sector Britain has also

proposed a geant of five millon

dollars. :
The repornt on which the work-

shop was held was a rescarch
studdy undertaken by’ the National
Academy for Primary Educationn
thiough a resciwrch team and spun-
sored by the UNESCO (Paris).

- A group of ciplt prominent
rescarch fellows led by NAPE
Dircetor enllected data from two
detiberately selecied upazilas out
of 460 in the counwuy, of tiem une
was Dhemrad in Dhaka district
which represents rural conditions
and the other was sadar upazils of

Mymensingh which represents ur-

han conditions, * -

The objectives of the. study,
ter afia, were determining the
magniude of dropout among girls
al pumary fevel, is  patlern and
causes a5 well as the analvsis of
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the ditla 1o suggest measures Jor 42
reducing the dropoul rate, /
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