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ORT  Moresbv—Moast  Third
World countries would probabily
envy Papua New Guinea (PNG) its
rich .deposits of gold. - il copper,

-petroleum  and - other  valuable

mingerals. o |
“But for all us wealth. PNG -is
having a hard time giving its.children

an. cducation. raising serious doubts

itbout the country’s preparedness o
successfully develop its abundant re-
SOUrCCs, ST

 Total enrolment is 467,000 stu-
dents. which is fess than one-half the

population of school "age. At the -

sume time. PNG has an illiteracy rate
of 65 per cent in a population of-3.5
mallion, the highest in the  Asia-

- Pacific region.

Not only is cducation not compul-
sary or universatly available, but the
country's extremely limited facilities

care completely bevond the reach of,

the vast majority .of the people.”

PNG - Prime Minister Rabbic
Namalin declired recentdy that ~uni- -

. versal education or free cducation at

both the secondary and other [evels
would not be achieved in the next 10
vears.” - ~

 Unlike other countries. PNG is not

-

In a position vet to regard cducation

as-a privilege, right or OppOFiunity,
Nam:thu . said. L
S0 while the country's constitution

New  Guincan' to education, that
right remains a distant dream—is
vears after independence. .

“Not only has the education system
failed 1o fullil 1hat constitutional

mandate. but it remains cssentially o
service for the privileged fow and the

- tich, -

This concern was highlighted Lust |
month in the public oulery over the
sclection of i few privileged Grade

W students who will enter one of the
‘nation’s high schools in Febrgary,

~ There arc far more qualificd sty-

dents than aviilable space in PNG
. schools. The prospects for those. not

o

fortunate cnough to be sclected are

bleak. with limited Job upportunitics
and avenues for_ further training.

This year, more than 12,000 sty..

. demts sat for thé Grade 10 examina-

"-i"!g;\- et

tons, but only: 34K have’ boen -
awarded a place. in seeondary instity-
tions. T i

But if spuce is 2 problem, the high °

, €ost of education is an cqually stap-
gering burden to most PNG families,
8 T mewr e : - e

“Fees are charged at aff levels in the

~ education system. from Clementary

to tertiary. and these keep on in-
CTCASING every vear .

-,

'New Guinea sits atop one of the world's most fabulous

- our primary or secondary education

School.

- allocates™. 50 million kina (about

et i
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mineral wealth_but its ability to educate its citizéns could
well leave those resources undeveloped. Blasius_Cokiruf.-IPS 1

L

When the new school vear hepins }
this month. for example. parcnts ‘of
those children privileged. cnough. 10§
obtain a place in a secondary school |
witl"hve 1o pay significinty higher |
fees—some 20 1o 30 per cont more—
for their children's educition.

School fees i the international
schools, which are gltracting more E,
and mure Papua New Ghineass be- !\
cause of their quality and the severe
limitations  of the national school
system. can 2o as high as USST.904).
- But the problems fucing educaticn
in PNG are by no means confined to
the availability of space and money,
The quality of education itselt and its :

%

“relevance to this cmerging. Mdgvelop-

ing sbeiety also needs to bu-seriously i
tackied. - | : ' -
"Al preset, there s nathing in~

svstem for preparing our children for .
. = , b
the challenges presented by the rapid |
development of our minerai re-
sources.”  lamented  the prinwe
mintsier, B

Similar fears have been voiced by :
the PNG Chamber of Mines and
Petroleum.  Grep Anderson.,  the
chamber’s exceutive officer -said the
lack of qualificd” nationals “has

-thrown an ancreasing burden on em-
- plovers who hive to muke up for the 'y

shortfalls™, S
does provide the right ol every Papua

For now. the goveriment i plic-
Ing top priority on 2 major literacy
drive. But it hud to contend with
formidable obstacles of terram., lack J
of trained personnel and nadequate f
funds., - - | g

. wea - -

Papua New Guinea has some 860

I-

- different languages and- education §- l

eXperts see this as o mitgor obstacle to b :
promoting woiversal literaey, . X ‘J
= Blihe racy. -

Education Seeretary Jerry Tetaga b
“summed up the 9% schoalyear s~y !
biad one for Papua New Guinea™, He
satd © problems  caused by “the
Bougainville Crisis werg compounded * i

_ by those of law and order. untest ar '
- the schools. triba fighting, vandal- -

IS rape cuses and poor student

discipline. dmong others, : i
The political crisis it the island of .

Bougainville hay resulted notonly in

the closure of PNG's most profitable

copper mines. it has prevented some -

23500 students  from atteading

The _povernment's 1991 hudget *

US$52 million) of its US$1.35 hilljon
budgef for'educational development.
The figure may appear IMpressive. f
but with the compiex problems in- -
‘ng@-‘f It may be far-from adcquun:: 2
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