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There could perhaps be no two.
opinions about the view thal the ulti-

mate objeclive of any development

~planning is the welfare and elevation
“ of the level of living of the people. Ev- .

ersince planning has been taken up -
by different nations as a'means to-
wards improvement of their economic
conditions, the goals and objectives of
plans and their strategies or desugns
eXperienced several changes and,
manilestations overtime. Upon aitain-
ing independence from colonial rute,'a
targe number of developing countries
have been attempting to transform
their rural areas where an ovetwhelm-

" . ing majority of the people live.- How-
ever, the capitalistic approach of
.. growth-criented planning in most’
“cases did not 1ake distributive aspects
N, of development into consideration in

the proper perspective and as a resuft
the 'spread-elfect’ or-the so called,
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PLANNING EXPEHIENCES iN

- BANGLADESH IN RETROPSECT:
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Communlty level statistics |
~ and local level planning-l
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e mme—=NEED FOR LOCAL LEVEL

in spite of the fact that §

Bangladesh has been experiencing |

somewhat increasing urbanization

.over the recent years, if is stifl, by and
“large, a rural country where nearly 85 !

|

percent of the people Iwe in the vil-
lages. Ii is therefore, quite logical lo

deduct-that attention of the country's 1{-

deueluprn&m endeavours should be‘

the viilages and the rural poor. In’

'~ practice aithoughthere has been in-
creasing focus on rural development.

in the-plans ever since independence
in 1871, until very recently, develop-

© - men planning activities in Bangladesh
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were being mostly undertaken at the

* nétionat tevel and the main machinery
- for formulation and implementation of

PLANNING N BANGLADESH

From the loregoing it apparently |

appears thal for a country like
Bangladesh “where poverly and
unemployment is pervasive in the ru-
ral areas. with the rural sector suller-
Ing from serous underdevelopment in
production, infrastructure healih, nute-

tion etc., planning and implementation §

ol development activilies al local is
essenlial in order 10 bring about the
much needed socio-economic eman-
ctpation of fherurat poor hitherto toil-

" ing under the conventional develop-
ment planning approaches and con- -
Arols. -

. The sphere of responsibilities
would be formulation and integration
of tealistic development plans of the
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~ 'trickle-down' benelits of develepment
- did nol-reach the vast multitude of
people, particularly fiving in the rural
_areas. Even with'the gradual shiit of
- emphasis on increased income and
~  feduction of poverty, advocacy of so-
~+ cial and economic justice to all those
participating in the production and . _ l
 services, most of the programmes © . ipation of local population in reflecting
. could ol be integrated with the total their development needs in the na-- l
. process of planning and development tional plans had been minimal. Sume i
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fles and preparation of programmes
and projecfs to satisfy the needs of
the people and provision of clear
guidelines for dn effective coordination

of project implementation activities. - g
'While institutions are needed to take T - o
Fres;mnsmllﬂy of such local level plan- |
mng the institutions need the neces-

sary manpower and technical capabil-

rty to dlscharge their functions, Indeed,

“one of the major constraints in local

- level planning centrés on the issue of .
-Manpower and technmal capability at

the local level.® A number of
'develnpmg countiries experienced '
such problems ‘and Eangladesh IE :
t_" perhaps no exceptmn .
!
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jects had been the public agencies
and the private sector; closely, regus,
lated by the administralive miqistnies.
The development process initidled by
the national ptans had, 10 a consider-
able extent, by passed the local rural *#
community and the villages and partic-

i - development programmes -and’pro- J | I“F";*l area, setting targets and priori-
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' torender the benefits seli-sustaining. | grafted programme of SUF’P’E“‘EHTQI
: — gr it ;. 9. character such as the Rural Works

Programmes, Food for Works Pro-
~ grammes, aclivities- of the NGO's
(both national and international) and -
the'like did address to the problems of -

" the rural areas and- the people 1o -
- some extent. However, due o inade-
quate coverage, limited resources and -
more importantly, owing to:the ab-
, . sence of a well-organized administra-
tively and technically efficien! and
democratically elected viable ‘local
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' . govemment capable of reflecting the W
aspirations of focat pecple in the na- | Y

! o . tional plans, such efforts could
| | | achieve only limited results towards
! mitigating the vast problems of.cural
'- | - poverty and pervasive unempioyment
situation. tn briel, the institutional
weakness and a relatively centralized
nature of development administration
were the major.bottlenecks in the way
_of rural development in the past. If the
, Sﬁannmg experiences of the country |
‘{as of many other developing coun- |-
{  tries) are summarised it is revealed |
fhat the impact of the national devel-
‘ . opment plans in general and that of | !
rural development programmes and
 prajects in parlicular had rather in- |
significant impact on amelioration of
- ~tural poverty where parhcqaatmn of the |
-, people at the local level in the plan- | i . !
. ning process has not takenplaceina | +
meantngjul form and perspective. The | .,
- economy could not generate sufficient
employment to absorb the rapidly in- |
| creasing labour force particularly in |
: “ the rural areas, income gaps belween | |
tural and urban and within the rural | .
, community have further widened andjf
v - ! ' the ruraf poor did not have equitable
e § ‘ access to improved physical facilities,
. resources§.and mbllc services
ajpough prodigivity L fiE] l*ed and in-.
xirasiructural I gint. Spro-”
}“fuﬂpfmry
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