i our bme.

wae simultaneously a litera-

teur. @ journalist, a politician .

end a thinker of repute of
i There may have:

| ter known journalists of

a8 nm 'dunerthan

politiclang but
pruha'bly - - been

cur who perscnifizd better all

| tde above mentloned quall. ,

' e I R

,ways meznt

c¢h - a manner TO
Abul-Msansur literature als
Hterature of life

and 1life for him meant life

of the pecple. He had never
peen an_grm-chair literateur

who :shied “ewsy - from join-

{ unde

t nation,
1 fundamizntal

-

ing the people in

tica] ‘activist who did not
erstand the - tremendous
importance of arts and lite-
rature in the fulfilment. of
the political smbition

One of his

life  was. tl_mt - litera-
ture ¢annot be separated.
This -he iried to exemplIy
in- his own person. For him

. §terature, jowrnalism and -

potitics . were the vehicles
fhie - democratic cultural gnd
economlc right ot the peo-
ple.  Born on Seplember 3,
180 (Bangla 19th -Bhadra,

| 13C5). in the village of Dha~"

d%trict,- Abul Mansur Erew
up. in the tradition of Puthl

mornthly “Al Islen” Within
-the next two years quie a.
few of his wrilings were

| pubtished :in the same ma- -

gazine. When in the interme.
digte class, Abul - Mansur:

i started writing regularly in -

the monthly Iferary maga-
zine ‘Sivgat’. This same me-

bolg satlres such . as Huzur
Kebla, - Naeb-e-Nabi ILeader.
e.Qaum, Go Deutaka Dish-
Scientflc -Business ete which

.'HtﬂinSh&d n'm es the un- .
questioneq . satirist oz  his

time. "

of &

‘beliefs _ in

which he employed.to galn -

tliterature, ‘When he was & °
schoo] student - his first wnit .
ing was published In the .

gazine leter published ;his

' Khudhg —- 1956, 9)
the streets. )
Neither has he 'been a poll-

MAHFUZ ANAM

He‘%;as wﬂtten evmmg'

- srtful

political and -~ social
satires full scale novels, po-
lit'eal artfcles, family plann-
ing Quranic teachings and

' even *punthe”

Following I a brief chmo-

| . nogical list of his publica- -
"Abul Man-
1824, 2) “Naya Para” {4 vo-

tions 1) Mussalmani Xatha—

lumey — 1934, 3) “Ana” —
1935, 44 “Food Conference” .
— 1944 3. “Chhotoder Kasas

‘eul Ambiva® (2 volumes) —

1952, 6y. "Saitya Mitthya™ —
1653.. D Gallverer Safar
Nema — 1956 . 8

Parda — 1057,-10y Bangla.

" desher culture — 1967, (11)

Ea‘riber ‘Parikalpana — 1867,

- Panchash -Bachar — 1559

13) Ab-e-Hayet.— 1969, 14)
Sher-e-Bangla theks Danga-
Yondhu = 1972, 15) End vf &
Beroya] (Englishy .— 1974,
18). Quran Aer: Naﬂhgt —-_'-

the book could not be laun-

- ched till March 1979. Cover-l-.

.of 480 pages, the
hg". presenis 8

vities, .
“Thr out ‘his Jiterary
traditions - of Bangla -

ing Muslims intg . the main -
stream of Bangla iiterature.-

In thea context of. a sovere.

tgn and independent Bangla-
desh, he term hig fight as the
struggle to establish the cul-

" turg) identity of a sovereign

ang independent people,

Foll>owing arets few exracts
from ghig - autobiography.

Py my judgement litera;

" ture means- literature that re-

ﬁects‘ Yite. And life means so-

cial. and ‘collective ¥y Life;”
of the: general “masses.”™ The
language of such”afliterature

Jibon

Amay Dekha Rainitir
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it

must necessarily £ mean -the
language of the masses. When

the idea of the parlition was .

not even conceivedjIfreques-
ted, in an article-entitled . “Li-
teraiure of thec Slaves:fwrit

‘ten in-1922, the contemporary

literatures nottolplant rose

. gardens bY: destroyingi-:nice -

- fields. I demanded Kthat we
should desist'ljfrpzﬂmaﬁng a |
. litersture for 7afyclass . and. ¢

should instead ‘create £litera-

‘ture for the massesTI¥would
like to mention§here -that

source -of all literature™is the
people. Meople ‘cannot be con-

ceived of in isolation. They

belong to a society¥a:geogrd-
phic entity, a; nalion,ra state.

- £ ﬂ.:il__'r“ *

“On my. return from Calcuts

ta in 1950 I was' disappointed

by the lack of .enthusiasm on

the part of literatures of

East Bengal-todevelop their.

own distinctive literary tradi-
tion. What T obscrved i

was an
cprosite trend.;There'was, of

. course, - a-political¥reason for

such a trend.*:-All g political .

leader: of Pakistantincluding
- -t “'iﬁ' ..T...- R
Quaid-e-Azam .- ‘launched

such a campaign¥created an
obvicus resentment among the

"inteliigentsia andthe student

community of the*ihen East
Eengal. /T

“T {ook active part in the
language movement - Through

- the columns’ and jeditorials in

Titehad, I gave strong support
o the language§movement.

" But I could not transform the

laniguage movement  into a

movement to gainithe cultur-.
- al and literary identity

new nation. b ﬁ,ﬂ, )

Abul ‘Mansur Ahmed is no
more. For:moresthan "half a
century  he .watched ;the poli-
tical -svene:injthisJeouniry as
also in:tne sub-continent. But

"the literary}§genius?of Abul
Marsur, fespecially Fhistinimi- .-

{able perivhant for, satire, will
‘be remembered forever by the

Jovars: of li_tgi_fature_.g' iy

"

of the

o
* gampaign against Bengali lan-
~ guage and in-favour.of -Urdu




