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Maost of the martlyrs of
the Dhaka University cam-,

pus were kKnown to me.
Some of them were quite
close to me. When | joined
the universily as a teacher
in 1954, the universily was
not as large as it is now. The
number of Depariments,
the number of Faculties, the
nuranber of teachers and the
number of studentis were all
much smaller than they
now are. As a resull, teach-
ers of diflerent Departments
were moslly known to.one
ancolher. .

I parlicularly -remember
some of Llhose [riend of
mine who were senior 1o me
and gulded me in various
decisions about my carecer.
Gne such friend was Mr
Santosh -Bhatlacharya of
the Hislory Department.
One day I met him at the
southern gate of Azimpur
New Market just aceiden-
taily. He came forward and
asked me about nmy decision
in respecl ol my joining,
Rajshahi Universily. It was
the year 1965 when I was

working in a government

department! on secondiment
[rom the universily. Al that
time | got an offer from Ra,
jshahi University which.
offered me a higher pay and
posilion than 1 had at
Dhaka University. He nrged

Wine nol te leave Dhaka Uni-

rsily for joining Rajshahi
versity, since Dhaka
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- University, in his opinion,”

had betler academic facili-
ties ({including library, fa-
cilities). He ciled the exam-
ple of Poel Valmiki ol the
ancient days who had ex-
pressed his determination
nol to leave his place of
striving’ for achieving some-
thing great even if he had to
undergo untold sullerings.
Of all my friends wlio urged
me nol lo leave Dhaka Uni-
versitly his arguments
scemed (o me do be the
sirongest, I was persuacled to
stay on al Dhaka Univer-
sity, which I joined later at
the end of niy sojourn in the
governinent, A

During the difficull days

afler March, 1971, 1 met

hiin ofien at the teachers’
lounge at the University
Arts Facully building and
exchanged our experiences
in the rural areas of
Bangladesh (East Pakistan
of those days). He (old me
that he had stayed for some
lime in the Kilchen of a ru-
ral [amily which had also
the [amily Dhenki {wooden
husking machine) in the
saniec roomn.

Dr. Govinda Dev was an-
other senior [riend witli
_J_.,_.:.u_,n ! had the lortune of
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being quite close. He was an

‘eminent philosopher who

had also a high position in

the PPakistan on Philosoph-

ical Congress. As far back as
in 1956 he had organized
the annual meeting ol the

. Longress at Dhaka very suc-

n.nmm_,:c%. Noticing my regu-
bar atendance in the ses-
sions of the Congress he
once jokingly
that I should have belonged
to (he Philosophy Depart-
ment ol the Universily.
Later, in 1962, he asked me
lo become a member of the
Philosophy Association
and I later complied with

his request. He loved good

thieals and I know ol an ac-

casion when he had mar-

aged 1o finish as many as
eight good-sized “koi”
fishes. to the smiling aci-
escence ol his host who
resided in the Hat just next
to mine. Never did he and 1
fail to met ‘withoutl -saying
something pleasant to each
other. His dueep religiosily
and universal humanitar-

ian spirit that surpassed all’
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remarkec
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hounds of the delails of reli-
gion and communily-bound
ritttalism was universally

acdiinired, appreciated and .
followed in the academic:

conununily ol the Dhaka

Universily and lhe olher

universities of his time in
the country.

Dr. Mohammad Mortaza
was the Medical Officer of
Dhaka University. He was
my neighbour, We lived in
the same area of Fuller
Road. His particular weak-
ness was the servants. While
we sent an ailing servant o
him rather hesitantly since
the servant did not, sirictly
speaking., belong to our

- Jamilies, he used o prepare

prescription lor them, say-
ing that they deserved spe-
cial care, since they are
poor. He always wenl foy--
wiard to help the poor; Dur- -
ing the 1971 days when stu-
dents everywhere had o
Suslain injuries on account

ol the policy of oppressing

them followed by the then
Pakistan Government, Dr.

aka University :

Mortaza's doors “were al-
ways open lor helping stu-
dents, particularly those
trvolved in the war of Jib-.
eralion. .

Dr. Abul Khair and Dr.
Giasuddin of the Hislory*
Department ‘were particuy-
larly. disiinguished scholars
In - their subjects. They
grected everybody in the
campus with a smile and
were involved—we learnt

“ later—in the serious work ol

secretly helping our [ree-
com fighters,

Most of .the olher teach-
crs who were picked up by
thie’ Pakistan army or their
agents during the war of Iib-

ceration were reportedly in-

volved in the same way in
the war, Their mislortune of
being picked up by the Pak-
tstan army lor slauvghter
was due lo Lthis reason. ,
It is reported thal the
Pakistan army had pre-

pared a list of people to be

dotie away with in order (o
leave the then East Pak-
Istan crippled for wani of
slalwarts among intellec-
tuals. I this was the case,
the wisdom of it was cer-
tzinly questionable. The se-
cession of a'part of a federal
slate from the.federation is
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a matler of natural right
whether il is enshrined in *
the constitution or not. The
infustices done to East ..“___ﬁ
Pakistan {Bangladesh) for ¢
about a quarier of a century
were impossible to make
people forgetl simply by the
use of force: This is a prime
instance of a logical fallacy ;
(argumentum ad ba culum)
being unsuccesslully used
lor gaining some political
objeclive. It seems
inevitable - that the
inevilable reaction in the
minds of the people always
shows (tself whenever an
[injustice calls for redress at
Lthe ‘national level. Whether
such a situalion arises in
this part of the world or-
another, the same result
seems inévitable. |
Slaughtering intellectu-
als causes a huge loss not
only {o the country involved .
but also to human civilisa-
tion as a whole. This _
heinous aclivily of anclent
times was as much aloss g
civilisalion as in modern
times. Somelimes the
names of kings were asso-
ciated with ‘this crime. In
modern times, there are no
kings. Whose purpose then
does il serve? It seems that
the answer Lo this question
is that # serves nobody's
purpose. It is a lotal loss to
everyBody. It is a pity that it

happened in 1971 ﬁﬂmm:...V\

with full knowledge of i
consequences.
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