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Teachmg The Teachers

‘We have several occasions emphasnted the u:nport- S
; ce: of inservice refresher COurse - for teachers at all
Hevels as one of the ways of improving the quahty of
'-edueatlen in the ceuntry Their nature will vary from
primary school to umverslty, but the cataclysmic fall in .’
standards of parents and citizens in general eemplam
l constantly underlines the urgency of measures whleh
must be taken to halt t, | -
E it is not our:intention to cast aspersions on the -
teachmg prefessmn as a whole, but the fact that the.”
! ‘majority of teachers ‘recruited -during the past=two
. decades are themeselve the end-products of a system
 which began’ deteriorating towards the end of British -
‘ i ¢ rule has'to be recognised and given careful considera-
tion in any scheme deszgned\o reform education. Many .
gof these. reerults have had for years no access to new

1boeks journals er ideas. Institutions in'the lower stages - ;

- cannot afford even nomlnal hbranes The information .
_at our disposal suggests that owing > to foreign exchange -
¥eenstra1nts -even the universities cannot regularly-
f purchase the books and journals’théy should have to - |
%sustam good academic standards. This is aggravated by
! the ridiculously low pay-scales. which teachers receive.
‘Unable to keep body, and soul together on.  their
¢salaries, many teachers have epened private - tllltlDIl_ {
ieentres or spend their timie working as hacks _for * |
‘publishers who wish to market note- books Students - |
¢omplain in letters they sometimes address tous of °
ibemg neglected unless they agreed to ]om the pnvate 1.
 tuition courses. “

- The quality of gmdance and instruction prcwldedr;

I either in the class-room or in the private tuition courses:.
| is of course pre-determmed by the intellectual alertness
. of the instructor himeself. To forget this and to turn all
our atteéntion to expansions, the Openmg of new schools , .
and new colleges and: universities, will, we are-afraid '
worsen the situation. We.do not say that expansion is

not necessary; the number of schools and colleges we
have is far too madequate 111 proporl:len to the size of -

{ the. population.

The scramble for places at the begmmng of each

. academic session testifies to the-need for more schools
r ‘and colleges espeelallyfseheels But', unless care is
“'taken to see that the ‘tedchers. appmnted to- these .
 schools and colleges can- perfenn their jobs with a
! minimum degree of competence, all expendlture on
F their establishment will be a total waste. And that m.:' |
- many cases is what is happenmg ' - L

Surpnsmgly there - has been .10 eomnnssmn

: " appointed in all thegears since Bangladesh cainé:into’;
‘“ ‘being in 1971 to study this specific problem and make . |
" recommendations: Almost every body seems to assume’ .
 that it is the present system, d legacy from the colonial
past, which is at fault. But it needs to be reiterated that

. the functlomng and efficiency of all. systems depend
ult:mately on-the quality of -the teaeher Neglect him, -

{ and the best of systems will déteriorate into'a shambles.
The teacher in spite-of all that has happened in the

' recent past, still commands an enormous volume of
*prestlge Quite understandably | because of the responsi-*
bilities he carries. Society must not only pay him well
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but also provide him with the tools of his trade. Regular

_refresher courses, once every 'two to ‘three years for the . .
individual teacher, better equlpped libraries, periodical
!seuunars where teaehers might compare notes and

discuss their common acadefmic problems must in our .
l ]udgement receive more attention, both admunstra‘tl7:
}

"__and §~ﬁnanc:al_ than has been the case hitherto




