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SECOND LANGUXGE

The teachmg of Engllsh is’ a“cm'npulsory |
sub]ect will begin at. the-elementary stage and

: the examinees. at. higher Ievels will -have the .
,b“ptib’n to-use the Janguage in answer: scnpts M
-These important : decisions. were’. taken -at a-
meetm of - the Couingil of Mmtsters Monday:

\ evenmg ‘The gradual deterwratwn i -profict- "
ency in English.among the, ‘educated ¢lass in”’

.ihe country obviously caused concern and the -
Council . prmded,over by. Presu:lenl Hussam .
Muhammad ‘Ershad " decided on . méasures. .

.to farrest- the ‘trénd.’: The: deécision-to make.

H:' nglish . compulsnry isecond -language from
lass 1:¢6 Class "XII . and! to allow students_ :

the higher levcls the optmn to ap ear:

im ‘éxaminations  in Engllsh is: intended to
F|:n'ir.:rmate “proficiencyin ‘the. most. lmportant .
=m{emanonal *language "and desewes appro-

......

balion of all’ qua!ters. O SR

Engl:sh 15-. not on]y the Ianguage of |

Emlematlonal orgamsatlons and : regiodal -

bBodiesto 'which we belong but also the most -

convament medium f,pr ais for higher- SlUdIBS,_”

in- different” branches  of knowledge. "It is

ralso the most popular language in the world; -

‘More- - people._world “over spesk™ English'<

1oday, either as the first or second- language;

- lhhnuan other language.. ‘And-the popularity

» | ns on ; lhe orise.. The ‘Chinése - have since:
| * ivirtoally conceded . “the ~-position - of . second-_'
[Ianguagc to Engilsh “The - ‘Yapanese “are - |

‘making_.serious’ efforts - to make’ themselves ;

adeptﬂn the. use*-c»f the: Ianguage. L

anhsh used lG ‘be: taught in: the schools -
of lhe cnunlry as a compulsory. subject from -
Glass 111, The Jatest ' decisions .extend it - to -
the_ﬁrst two classes.uThe prefereuce for this
fractice FisT evidet. in" -ibe fush  for the .
costly kmdergartem where Enghsh is mtro-_*
*‘duced ‘even- 1o ‘those “enrolled. in. “the play”
| groups... “The “children ;of “poot - patents and
| those*in the “rural -aréas are. thus discrimi-" -
“pated.: There “are: “'other» ]usuﬁcauons +£00 -
for.. intfoduction” of the* second i ldngua?e at_ .
ithe- ‘beginaérs :level., Nu J’daubt Tteracy’ is -
‘most: readily. acqulrec! i0:the mother:tongue 4§
%lbut thereJis .00y con‘cluswe ‘evidence that-
{cquftence in-:a“second language ‘may be:’

vinore - easily . acqu:red by thoss who acqu:re
- Hliteracy ;intheir singtber tongue ;¥
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. The_‘aim _of - eﬂﬁ"cauzm; to
. | :abtlltles 0f the students '§0° lhat“ﬁgy gg:v::}%?:?
ifribute- 't ‘the : well-belng -of ‘the _society.. i‘
gEducanon has naturaliy, o bz relevint: to .
'FhlSIOI'ICiﬂ cultural and reltgloae tl'd:litl.} n-
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reeu of the changlng clrcumﬂtances Edu--
calwn FMinister* Sheikh - Sha'ndul Tilam-

~¢niphasised, . ,whlle talkmg to a- BEWS 3 gency

" fan Tuesday, " ttie:need of - léarning Enghsh in
- yiew-of.our expanding i mtematwnal relduons, 1 ‘

b {'ﬁ]ji)g problems: attendmg the lmplemeﬂ-r "3
tatlon of :the. decisiod. should not however.- '

i be underestlma!cd.mThe “deterioration .,im the
étandard -of - English“ia " the" country i not* |
“becavse it 'was: not- .taught-at*’(he beglnners |
ﬁlcwel It 18 .more due tolack of competent
}teachers + We-do not have enough. of them - -
even-in-ithe. hi; gher stage:-of education. ‘The - E
iphghtfof Engllsh teaching in - rural. schools BE
:may--_be. gauged from . the percentage of ~
fallures in the- Sllb_]eCt at pubiic: €Xamina-
fions.” The 1nore “urgeot ‘need: therafore | is Lo -
1rnpro*ve the cﬂicwm:y of | Lhe teachers nf

Enghsh in the . schoel That is.a b:g t&sk

We also - ‘fieed - tolbe pragmatic - in
‘our atfitude towards ldnguage It should .
‘be - appreclated . whatever .. the degree- of..
.-'-_lmpmtance ‘that . circumstance. may  dictate
bs-to-attach to ‘the second language it.does. -
10t become .equal 1o the first language, And.
Lhe Education Midister has aptly stressed.that
Ihe emphasis .on Bangfa, ‘the state ldnguage,--’f
w:ll contmue and lhcrc would obvmusly be' |
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