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It is fust not possible to shut out technology.

{_ 1t has never been. Technology once. developed 1n-

g

¢

3 - yariably makes advances in diverse directions. We

% “" can, however, acceierate the process and make the 1

X : * transfer less stressful and more beneficial. The
3 B delay, deliberate or otherwise, deprives the people
Ap | gifrn the .possible advantages and/means but loss -of

_g ! ' The present age is often called the ipge of In- 3

- |- - formation’. Information explosion is indeed com-

' mon experience these days. We all know. how very
- important information is for decision-making. But
b it is not possible through the traditional system to'}
- make use of the latest information ifi-& M ing
© way. For that we have to take the help of Informa- !

T TheITis already on the way 10, replace at least
_:partly the present paper ulture. end- traditional’
. educational system- It has . been recognised DY
~ 1nany’ countries of the world as vital to ensure.
_.competitiveness of theif economies. There ‘is also:
- increasing appreciation of the potential:of IT as:
decision support aid to the planning and - monitor-
~ ing of rural development. schemes, What is of grea-
« ter significance is that the whole process is.deve-{
‘ Joping at & breakneck’ speed-and we risk being ab:
.n irretrievable position unless -Wwe jump on the |
 ‘pandwagon right now. AT
71t is heartening that the issues:have been gett-
. ing closer attention at the highest level in Bangla-
> desh. The country already has a National Compte
ter Bodard (NCB) headed by a Cabinet Minister and
an expert as Adviser to the President on - Compu-
“ters. The potential of mamifacturing computers §
" ‘and developing software in the country is aiso con-
 sidered significant . . o S
| * In this backdrop came oft” the fiveday - “TOp
{. Level national seminar On Information Technology
: (I Applications in Government | Administration |
~ ind Decentralised Development’ sponsored. by the “
-National Computer Board . in cqlla‘borataiah. with
. Kuala Lumpur-based Asian and Pacific Develop-
i ment Centre (APDC). The seminar concluded in
' the city on Thursday 1ast ‘making a number of T€ .
 commendations for “promoting the use of compu:
ter system. T ; _' .
“1  The seminar provided an- opportunity for in:
- {eraction between the local and foreign experts and.
" the users of information technology and 'enriched'l
£ the. knowledge of ‘all concerned: The expetriencer
| ‘would certainly be helpful, in ,determining the
. future .course of action -and. proyide- stimuli for
- transfer of technology to our country. ° B
o Emphasisiig thié*importance “6f modern infor:
" mation .technology Vice President Moudud Ahmed
~in his inaugural address oalled for- planhning and
> organising information .system in" every governi-i

*

. ¢nd giving better service to. the people. Some of thel
. Third World countries even-in our own region have\
, wnade substantial Progress and the key to their
success is adoption of modern information techno- |
<logy. - .G - oo
" n the scheme of things of the, : goverment, |
therefore, are not only introduction of the IT int
the secretariat at the apex but in all spheres of na-
tional life extending through local bodies down 1o
upazila for increasing their ,managemnient efficiency. 1
The need {0 acquaint children - at schools with
‘computers has slso been felt to enable them to pick
i, up ‘well. All this indeed augurs well for the coun-




