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Jacques Belmount
» Modern industrial societies

are-very efficient, but the very- .

‘high Jevel of - pmducnwty rea-
‘ched on an economic level has
its drawbacks on a. sumnlﬂgical
Selectivity is “'merciless

ber 1?f pmple; _!ﬂut of the eco- .
nﬂ‘mlé circuif- With those who
are out of the running from

- the age of 45 and those who

are in retirement after 60, that
makes 20 mﬂlmn
France,

Society is ferocious, In order
to make room for ambitious
~ young wolves, all kinds of ar-

guments are uSéd one is “old”

younger and younger, The cause
IS obvious: *'Performance G-

creases” with age, It is inexor-
- able, An executive of 48 is fin- .

ished. There is no room in pro~
fessional life fur the over 50s."

Obviously, the people .con-

cerned ieel gloomy, It is not a

 matter of money. They have the
income from -their retirement
. but they no longer feel any good
. for anything, What is their fu-
ture ? What will become of
- them ? This questmnmg is all
~ the more wnrrymg as life ex~
pectancy is increasing and they

thus easily have 30 years of life -

~ahead of them. Will they get
. square eyes in- front of their
TV sets, spend their time play-
ing cards or sink into boredom
or evch -depression as .is often
the case?
A few years ago, one man
had the merit of completely re-

versing. this frend and assert-

 ing that, thanks to g “'second

_ career . one could lead a very .

“ successful third life” and make
it into a new adventure, This
man is Professor Pierre Vellas
from the University of Toulouse:
who was the first person in the
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- Grandads go to

people Jn’

llke any others, Muremrer they

find themselves amnng “'young”

students and can sometimes
"meet their grandchildren in the
corridors, There are no diplo-
mas, but it is true that .the
‘teaching is different- frumﬂth.,
traditional schularly mndel with

i the “model 'is~ “Convivial” Tand
is based on the "Very strung

motivation Df the d’E‘BlI‘E to:

learn.

The syllabuses are varied:
.  learning a modern language or

science, lectures and discus-

.Sions, music or art workshops,

lessons in the modern world:
rock, pace or contemporary art,

The .students at these univer-
sities come from very wvaried
social backgrounds, The most
highly represented socio-profes-

‘agement, but there are alsu for-

and shopkeepers, .

Those who had a long edu-
cation previously are obviously
. &t an advantage. It is harder

for those whose education was

lighter or who were c¢ut off
from the habit: of intellectual

nnrk by a repetitive job, .

idea. of going back to studying
- after 4) years away, a little
stressful. But, whatever the le-

vel, competition and self-esteem
. come into play and enable the
. new students to plunge into the

big fountain of vuuth nf knﬂW“
ledge, St

And they appreclate 1ts ef-
. fects : T have found my me-=
mory again,” says one of them,
“Before this, 1 had reached the
~ gtage of 7. lnnger writing or
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world to think of creating 'a.

university for senior citizens:

For that, he based himself nn'
a ‘'simple idea, summed up by

*a Japanese proverb: ‘‘One be-
gins to- age when one

" people back into the umversity

Circuit, He was thus going in
the opposite direction to pres

stops
Jearning.” From this idea, Pr= |
erre Vellas decided to put old-

conceived ideas avcording to

. which the intellectyal faculttes
i hecome

| with age. With him, it is quite

the opposite : ageing {s the con-.
sequence and not the cause of

‘the defect jn intellectual acti-
vity, *“Age should no longer
‘mean social death and decrep-
ftude, but the beginning of a
new fulfilment,” Pierre Velias
dEClﬂfEﬂ n - ":

The first university for ﬂniur
citizens was thus opened in this
frame of mind, in 1973. It was
immediately highly successful
not only in France, where there

inevitably exhausted -

are now 40 of them, but in the

whole world where there are
now more than 119,

The univérpity is open to

everybody from the age of %9, -

There is no particular pedageo-
By Old people are studems 445t
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‘great evil of old age,

mer factﬂry workers, tradcsmen
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thmkmg Nuw it has become

., easy again,”’ says another,

The University of Tuuluuse

. has brought a new art of age-

ing by learning, that is to say
by having fun, It proves that

“the activity of the mind is ca-

Dltal Jn_the dynamlcs bf hf%
r At whatever age. In the cise.e J .

old pEDple this activity of the

mind, encouraged by the uni~

versities for senior citizens, also

__has-the enormous advantage of
" givihng them a developed social

life which saves them from the
loneli-

ness, while maintaining their

| facultles of adaptation,

At any rate, universitles for

-senfor citlzens today appear as
a Ipajor, avant-garde innova-

tion. Indeed, in the modern

sional - categories are teachers, .: world, everything turns on the

office wnrkers and middie man~

obsolescence of knowledge. Ow-

-ing to the geometrical progress

of dlsmvenes what one learnt
at university is quickiy out of
date. | , ‘

It there is a hupe gap for the
grandmother born with the
cenfury who saw the world
move from the candle and the
horse ‘to ,electronics and the
conquest of Space, it is no Jess

In any case, they all find the  great, with the acceleration of

knowledge, for a young 35-vear-

-old executive, What he learnt |
at university 10 years carlier is

already outdated. What wﬂl it
be like for. him, ten years frmn
now ? - B
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The ﬁght against the obsole-
scene of knowledge will he one
of the ¢hallenges of the future.
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- If today there are univrsities

for senior citizens, the year 2,000
will, no doubt, see the birth of
r.:nntmumg umvermhes*
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